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than by barking them, and lopping off their bran-

ches. Each maft has only two (hrowds made of

twifled rattan, which are often both (hifted to the

wcather-fide j and the halyard, when the yard is

up, ferves inftcad of a third fhroud. The fails arc

made of matt, ftrcngthencd every three feet by an

horizontal rib of bamboo ; they run upon the mail

with hoops, as is reprefented in the figure, and

when they are lowered down, they fold upon the

deck. Thefe merchmtmen carry no cannon; and

it appears, from this whole defcription, that they

are utterly incapable of refilling any European armed

veflel. Nor is the State provided with Ihips of

confiderablc force, or of a better fabric, to proteft

them : For at Canton^ where doubtlefs their prin-

cipal naval power is ftationed, we faw no more

than four men of war junks, of about i iree hundred
' tuns burthen, being of the make already defcribed,

and mounted only with eight of ten guns, the

largeft of which did not exceed a four pounder.

This may fuffice to ^ive an idea of the defencelefs

^ftatc of the Chinefe Empire. But it is time to re-

turn; to the Commodore, whom I left with his two

ViT^^ps without the Bocca Tigris •, and who, on the

.'ji^ o^ Becemhe^-^ anchored before the town of

^ ';'^ Whilft* the mpl'liy here, the Merchants' ofMa-
^ir^^'^nilhed their agreement for the gakon, for

^.wfiidi" they had xiflfered 6000 dollars; this was

*^muth^ fiiort of her vahie, but the impatience of
' the'Conin^ Tea, to wftich the mtr-

cl^ants we'r^ hb^ Ihlingcrs, prompteid ^^to'to iiffift

f on fo unequal a bargain. Mn y^vfon hzd learnt

^' cnoiigh^from the E^g^^ at Canhn ko conjedtee,

^ that the' war betwhct Greaf-Briktin-^and Spam'^w^s
^

^ ^ 2 ftill


