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Hon. Mr. ASELTINE: I also should like
to ask the honourable gentleman a question.
Has the Government given any consideration
whatever to the exemption of married women
from. the provisions of this Act?

Before the honourable gentleman answers the
question, I should like to make a few remarks.
We ail know that at present many married
women who have neyer worked before since
their marriage are now employed. The hus-
bands of many of these worqen have fuli-time
positions and receix e good incomes, but the
Government. companies and individuals who
are short of help have persuaded the women
to accept positions. I have two of them
working for me. There is absolutely no chance
that these married women will be able to col-
leet bock froma the Unemployment Insurance
Commission anything on account of the
premiums that are being paid in by themselves
and their employers. At least, I do not
know of any provision that would allow themn
to make a dlaim. I may be wrong in making
that statement, but I do not think I am, for
after the war is over nobody will be expected
to give employment to married women, and
wben they atep out of their wartime positions
they will not be considered unemployed. It
seems to me they should be exempted under
the Act, and 1 sbould like to know if the
Government lias given any consideration to
that motter.

Hon. Mr. HUGESSEN: 0f course, I cannot
answer the question in the way in which it is
put. 1 do not know whether the Goverument
lias or has not given any consideration to that.
But there is in the Act a provision that may
hielp my honourable friend. Paragrapli (p) of
Part Il of the First Sehedule of the Act
authorizes the commission to exempt employ-
ment which is "of sucb a nature that it is
ordinarily adopted as subsidiary employment
only and not as the principal means of liveli-
hood." Lt may be that whiere a woman aimply
takes a job to fill in spare time, hier normal
occupation being that of housekeeper-

Hon. Mr. ASELTINE: There are thousands
of such womien right now.

Hon. Mr. HUGESSEN: It may be that the
provision I have juat quoted would f orm. a
good basis upon which to, apply for exemp-
tion in such cases.

Hon. Mr. ASELTINE: I know that married
women and their employers are now paying the
money in every week.

Hon. Mr. HUGESSEN: Has any application
been made for an exemption?

Hon. Mr. HUGESSEN.

Hon. Mr. ASELTINE: I could not say. I
neyer thought of the matter until I was read-
ing these amendments, and then it struck me
that something shoiild be done with regard
to the case of married women.

I may say that I have read the Act very
carefully, and aIl the amendments, and I have
no serious objection to any of them. Before
taking my seat I want to congratulate the
honourable senator from Inkerman (Hon. Mr.
Hug-essen) very heartily upon the manner in
which hie bias explained the Bill, and to thank
him for the information hie bias given. May
I ask himi if lie can state the exact amount
that it hias cost the country every year to run
the Unemployment Insurance Commission?

Hon. Mr. HUGESSEN: If the Bill is
referred to coinmittee and is taken up there
to-morrow morning, 1 shall make it my bus~i-
ness to find thiat out for the honourable
gentleman.

Hon. Mr. MURD0CIK: I think if the
honourable senator froin Wesct Central Sas-
katchewan (Hon. Mr. Aseltine) would look
at section 16 of the Bill hie would find what
hie la looking for. That amenda section 93
of the Act by adching the following sub-
section:

Any special order made unider the provisions
of this Act may be varied or revolzed, by a
special order mode in like maniner.

The explanatnry note~ says:
This subsection la new and ýis intended ta

remove ony possible doubt as to -the powver of
the commission to vary or revoke any spccial
order mode under the provisions of the Act.

In reference ta the point raised by the
honourable senotor from. Kingston (Hlon. Mr.
Davies), may I say that I think hie and others
will remember that five or six years; ago some
25,000 or 30.000 railroad men, with from. five
to twenty-fuve years' seniority, were uncm-
ployed. Such a condition no longer exista, as
these men ail are working now and paying
their ante into the unemployment insurance
fond; but. sonie unempîcynient may develop
later, although, we hope, net to as great an
extent.

I want ta touch briefly on section 22 of
the Bill. I spoke to the honoturable senator
from. Inkerman (Hon. Mr. Hugessen) when
1 came into the building to-night, and hie
gav e me aone information of whichi 1 pro-
viously had not the slightest inkling. The
explanatory note opposite section 22 says:

The presenit ceiling of $2,000 la raised ta
$2,400 ýand the first proviso te, the section, as
amenuied, is entirely new.

That sounda very well, but it doca not tell
the story. The newx limait is up ta S3,600 or


