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take delivery of 230 million bushels, but it
took less than 200 million bushels, because
that is ail that was offered. This year the
Government is willing to take 280 million
bushels; but I arn sorry to say that in my
view, which I hope is wrong. the condition
of the soil in Western Canada, beyond one
hundred miles west of Winnipeg, is such as
flot to give promise of a bumper crop.

The assistance provided for in aIl this
legislation is purely an attempt, and I think
a proper one, f0 keep farmers on the land
when they have a crop failuire. At best the
assistance is on the very minimum basis. As
to this particular measure, what was said by
an honourable member is largely frue, that
it is an attempt to induce farmers to switcb
from wheat to other grains. Therefore it is
commendable. But I arn one of those who
hold to the view expressed the other day in
the House of Commons Committee on Agri-
culture by Mr. J. H. Wesson, president of the
wheat pool in Saskatchewan, that we cannot
be sure of having a big surplus of wheat
when the war is over. I believe the Miniister
of Agriculture made a similar sfatement in
another place about a year ago. I arn ail in
favour of this legislation, because not only is
the switching from wheat to barley or oats
or other grains a good fhing in itself, but
if will also help to improve the soil. However,
I emphiasize that we mnust not be too sure of
having a big surplus of wheat when the war
is over.

I arn in very close touch wif h our farming
situation in the West, flot only through rny
contact with farmers, but also because I farrn
a little on my own account. Probably the
definition that William Jennings Bryan once
gave of an agriculturiat would apply to me.
H1e was once asked if he was a farmer, and he
replied: "No. I arn an agriculturist." In
reply to a further question as to the difference
between the two, Bryan said, "A farmer
makes his money in the country and spends
if in the city; an agriculturist makes his
money in the city and spends it in the
country." I think 1 belong to the latter class.

I w'ant to address a few remarks f0 Eastern
Canada; not so miich to Quebec and Ontario
as to the Maritime Provinces. We of the
West have a very warm feeling for the
Maritimes, because we know what it is to ha
a poor relation. We know how hard their
struggle is. If ever the Maritimes, or Quebec
and Ontario, face a problemr such as the West
faces to-day, they iîli flnd no one more eager
to give assistance through legislative means,
if that is possible. than the people of Western
Canada. I say that this legislation is for the
benefit of aIl Canada. I do flot know of any

Hon. Mr. HAIG.

more pofent influence for peace than the
fully-stocked granaries of this country. There
is no more useful food that can be offered
to the af arving people of Europe than our
wheat, for any other which will keep as well
in1 s' orage for an indefinif e period.

I arn heartily in accord with this legislation.
It will be of great benefit to the farrning life
of Western Canada in general, and specifically
it will help in the development of diversified
farming, w hich nlot only is highly important
for the West now, but will continue to be so
under the conditions that undouhtedly will
exisf when this war is over.

Hon. N.M. PATERSON: Honourable sen-
afors, as the witnesses with respect f0 ali three
Bills wiil likely he the saine, I entirely agree
withi the suggestion that the Bills be referred
to the saine joint commiffees. I might drop
the remark that while if appears that in the
interest of Canada we should shorten our
crop, because of the surplus, we should
remember that sometimes our calculations are
not enfirely correct; and if we infend f0 get
200 million bushels or thereabouts fo England
if may ho necessary, in certain circumstances,
to ship a greaf deal more than that. If figures
were quoted showing the quantify that arrives
there, as compared with the quantify actually
shipped, the difference might surprise some
honourable senators. So we must be careful
not f0 shorfen our crop too rnuch.

With regard to flaxseed, if bas been stated
tlhaf production lias decreased from, I think,
12,000,000 hushiels f0 about 3,000,000 bushels.
We in flie elevator business have ibeen always
more or less happy f0 sc e production of
flaxseed reducedý in thec West. I do not
think an elevator owner ever handled flax
withouf coming ouf short. If is prefty slip-
pery stuif and seeps flirougli aIl cracks. Con-
sequently we have had f0 deal with many
shorfages. But in the intercsf of fthe West, I
think, we should ail he content f0 sec an ini-
crease in the growth of flaxseed or linzeed in
the West. This would save impurting large
quantifies. Prohabiy the reason why the
production cf fiaxseed in Western Canada has
been more or ýless low is ftie severe comnpetition
from the Argentine. A great deal of flaxseed
was brouglit in through Montreal, but much
of it was re-cxported f0 fthe United States,
îvhich is also a large importer from the
Argentine. Now thaf that situation has been
corrected, I think we shall be glad f0 sec
an incrcased flaxseed acreage in the West.

Hon. W. M. ASELTINE: As I fhink hon-
ourabie members aIýl know, I arn very much
ioterested in the growing of wheat, and there-
fore in these Bis. I arn one of those who are
nlot at ail worried about the wheat surplus,


