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rates to the public or wait for a revision
of the Government rates by Parliament.
The press representatives who have
corne here last week have been so insistent
upon retaining the riglit of Parliament te
fix the rates, and upon the injury that
v.ould be worked upon them if rates were
fixed in advance, that 1 have wondered if
the Postmaster General should nlot yield
to their demand. They say, ' We have since
1867 been under the supervision of Parlia-
ment. It is truc that you make this
Parliarrent a tribunal of final appeal. but
here we are in June: it xnay take some
time for us to discuss with the Post Office
Department the rites that should be fixed.
It may take a month or two before we
agree, or agree to disagree; we will be
within but a .few montha of next session.
What harm is thiere to the country in
allowing the present law to remain on the
statute-book as it is; let Parlianient have
full control over the fixing of rates, and
froni this until next session the post offee
will arrange a achedule to lie presented
at the opening of the ensuing session.'
There is also the other argument which
bas its weight. The newspapers have been
carried at a certain rate, and their rates to
the publie have been fixed in consequence.
It seenis to me that there is a prin-
ciple of equity in t~he post office pre-
paring n new aehedlule tnree or four
months in advauce, and notifying the
newepaper community throughout the land
that at the ensuing -session of Parlis-ment these 'rates will lie presented to
Parliament for ratification. I recognize
that there- will be a certain loas te the post
office but this should not represent an im-
mense sure. 1 would urge my hion. friend
to discuss this matter with the Postmaster
General, and ask him if lie should not re-
vise his judgmaent and sHlow Parliament
the right te fix and levy rates as liere-
tofore. I have approaclied this mat-
ter with an absohitely open mind. I
lied thoughit that the amendment 'which
we were making in committee -would be sat,.
isfactory. I recognize that we are departing
irom an old state of things. When rates
are fixed by Parliament, they stand for a
-long time. I believe the existing rate, were
fixed under the regime of Sir William
Mulock eight or ten years ago. The press
recognizes that a higlier rate should be paid
by theni, than they pay new.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Why lias my hon.
-friend clianged ihis -mmd aince hie moved
the amendmuent that lie adopted?

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-Because of the
argument that lias been made, and I chal-
lenge rny hbon. friend to answer that argu-
ment, that a rate fixed provisionally, which
newspapers wvil1 have to stand for four or
ifve months, witli the hope of its being re-
vised, would leave then in tliat etate of
mind which would prevent tliem froni re-
organizing flheir ow.n rates te the public, in
order that they mught not have ta stand'tie
Io 'ss alone. They say that these rates will
siecessitate a revision of the rates they
cliaige the public for newspapers and peri-
c dicals, and tliey would not like to be in
that unsettled -state for several months until
(Parliament meeta and liears their last
qappeal.

Hon. 'Mr. LOUGHEED-What riglit lias
the hon, gentleman ta assume that the post
office authorities are going te do a grave
injustice ta the pressP Are nlot the post of-
fice authorities authorized and charged, by
law te do business with tie publie in the
publie in.terest?

Hon. Mr. DANDUERAND-I f elt tliat way
when I joined liands with my hion. friend
'ta try and frame an amendment 'wiicli
*would safegua'd the rigit of appeal te Par-
lianient. We did nlot hear the newspaper
-men upon aur amendient te the extent that
we have heard them since tiat amendment
lias been in black -and white. T~ho argu-
ment they made is tiat tliey would lihe the
-matter te be fixed once -for ail, and nlot be
in that unsettled state of beirig left with
the hope in tlieir mind that if tliey find tie
rate injurions, Parliament may remedy Vheir
grievance.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tlie
principal point to consider is wlietlier the
adoption of this ameudment would result in
tlie witidrawal of the Bill. It is an aniend-
ment whidli, if accepted .by tie Gommons,
would only defer tie settlement of the ques-
tien of wiat the rates should be. Tie whole
discussion seems te lie upon tie rate of
postage. There is another and very inhpor-
tant point that lias been urged snd properly
so bi- the Press Associationî, and tliat is the
classification of matter tiat passes tirougi
the mails. How far lias the Postmsster Gen-
eral been justified in the psst in declaring
certain periodicals, semi-rnonthly and sanie
tri-weekly, as nlot being newspapers, and
consequently subject te a mucli higlier rate
of postage? That is a very important point
-to be settled by the departmeht hereafter,
and"if ahl these regulations must lie ap-
proved by Parliament, before a change can


