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As members of the International Association of Airborne
Veterans’ established Veterans Parachute Regiment, these veter-
ans conducted a mass paradrop into the nation’s capital and
surrounding area. This was an exciting event to witness.

I am sure that veterans as well as all Canadians were touched
by this spectacular tribute to the allied invasion of Normandy.

This paradrop operation was organized by Captain Glen
Blumberg, a constituent of Markham. He is the director of the
Canadian chapter of the International Association of Airborne
Veterans.

Through his efforts, parachutists from the three principal
Dations involved in the invasion, namely Canada, the United

ingdom and the United States, participated in the paradrop.
Additionally, representatives from our other second world war
allies also participated in this event.

‘
On behalf of all my colleagues in Parliament, I congratulate
Ptain Blumberg, the veteran—

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
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SOCIAL PROGRAM REFORM

Hon, Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
ci‘;‘;aker, after cancelling last April’s scheduled federal-provin-
“mc(mference of income security ministers, the Minister of
of hj :n R.esources Development has also postponed the tabling
Scheg action plan on social program reform which was originally
Wled for late April. With the House slated to rise for the

th l:er In about 15 days, the government has dug in its heels in
la Ct of the provinces’ opposition and has yet to unveil its

Or social program reform.

gosz::n:’: D_°P“ty Prime Mipister _indicatc to us yhether the
teform pun:_lntends to mak'e its action plan on social program
itjg Prepar; Ic before the adjourqment of the House., or whether

i de - "}8 Instead to release it after the House rises, so as to

ting the matter here in the House?

Ho
of th: * Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
Tesouy n;{Nnment): Mr. Speaker, the work of the human
ac‘: he m
aAtar
be re]

'ister is proceeding very, very well. This week in
Creveite;? Euroge wit.h representatives of other oountrif:s
easin Ing their social systems and we expect that he will
B 1S report and action plan shortly.

Spegp Lucien
sy, ) “?It is

€d in get

Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Quite a revelation! The minister has not even
ting together with his provincial counterparts in

Oral Questions

Canada, and now we learn that he is meeting with European
ministers. Quite a revelation indeed!

Are we to understand that because of the provinces’s opposi-
tion to the federal project, no new date has been set for the
federal-provincial ministers’ conference on social program
reform originally scheduled for last April?

® (1420)

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of the Environment): Mr. Speaker, I hope that the Leader of the
Opposition is not trying to make- the House believe that the
Minister of Human Resources Development should not speak
with his OECD counterparts.

I realize that the Leader of the Opposition has other plans in
mind for his country. I also know that the minister received a
much warmer welcome in Europe that did the Leader of the
Opposition several weeks ago.

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, all Canadians and all taxpayers will, I am sure, be
delighted to hear that the minister is in Europe to meet with his
European counterparts. However, it is not in Europe that the plan
will be drawn up and it is not in Europe that the minister will
convince Canada’s provincial premiers that the plan is accept-
able. That work must be done here.

Mr. Speaker, will the Deputy Prime Minister admit that
Ottawa and the provinces have reached an impasse on the
question of social program reform, given that in such fields as
health, the provinces refuse to bear the burden for the federal
government’s financial decision to off-load its deficit onto their
shoulders, while at the same time, the federal government wants
to force the provinces to comply with national standards?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of the Environment): Mr. Speaker, this is another unfortunate
example of the Leader of the Opposition’s policy of always
operating according to a double standard. He sees nothing
illogical in the fact that two weeks ago, he went to Paris to
discuss Quebec’s separation. It is completely logical, on the
other hand, that the Minister of Human Resources Development
is in Europe to discuss social reform. Furthermore, we have
already stated that the action plan will be released to the
Canadian public shortly.

EXPERIMENTAL DRUGS

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, we learned
from a report on French CBC TV that two children had life-
threatening reactions to an experimental drug, ALG, that was
approved by Health Canada and administered to them at Sainte-
Justine Hospital. However, this experimental drug was never
approved or authorized for export by the U.S. authorities. This
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