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The Address-Mr. Mackenzie King

that, I believe we have to do one of two
things, wben it cornes to the matter of supreme
strategy: either we must have confidence in
those who are at the head of the united
nations' war effoart of to-day, do ail we can
ta let the world see that we have that con-
fidence, and assist them in every way we can,
or we must take a differeot attitude, one
which ta my mind could only result in disaster.

But when 1 say that countries other than
Great Britain and the United States were not
represented at the Casablanca ýconference, it
does flot mean that the governmeots of those
countries were flot fully aware of the discus-
sions that were going ta take place there, and
that they have flot been informed with re-spect
ta discussions that have taken place. To
connectian witb. ail matters pertaining ta the
war there is a certain pracedure that bas been
buiît up-improvised, if you like. It bas had
ta 'be improvised, because the war is saime-
thing new, and the situation changes fram day
ta day. And in that improvisation of the war
effort of sa many nations, tacitly if you like-
and I think more .thau tacitly; I couid say
openly-there has been a recognition of the
fact that the Prime Minister of Great Britain
and the President of the United States were
the two men around whom ail could rall1 in
support af any policies concerning which they
might give the final word. In the shapin of
that policy every part of the British empire
and ail of the united nations, in su far as it is
passible for thern ta be consulted and informed
in the matter, have a part.

Our chiefs of staff in this city are in constant
touch with the combined chiefs of staff having
their headquarters at Washington. The war
committee of the cabinet is iniformed of the
discussions taking place there from d-ay ta day.
We have a permanent liaison afficer, an officiai
of the goveroment, who is there at the present
tirne, and is there also throughaut the year.
We are entitled to follow discussions and ta
be heard respecting any aspect of the war
situjatian we may wish ta present. Canada's
înterests in these matters are placed fully
befare the boards that are continuausly sitting
and dealing with these matters.

A decisian reached at Casablanca is not a
decision came ta suddenly by the President
and the Prime Minister. Such decision is the
outeorne of discussions wbicb. have extended
over many montha, and which are finally
crystaliized in a formai way hy the beads of
these twa great countries. Sa far a.s Canada
is concerned, there is no man in any part of
the world wbo bas bad more intimate and
close association with the British staff than
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bas General MoNaugbton, the head of the
Canadian forces. On military matters, General
MeNaugliton, I venture ta say, knows the
mind of the staff in Great Britain as weii as
any member o>f the staff kn>ows bis. ownl mind.
And they know General McNaughton's mind.
And when British staff officers go ta Casa-
blanca they do not go ta support a policy
wbich tbey believe is superior ta the views of
General McNaughton; they go ta support a
policy which they know bas heen fully con-
sidered before the matter ever came up in
cooference there.

I do nat think I need go ino detail in
coonectian with that matter. However, expeet-
ing that the question would be raised this
afternoon, I thought it best nat ta trust
myself ta express myself extemporaoausly on
tbe point, and prepared saine notes which I
intend ta place on Honsard.

At six a'clock the bouse took recess.

After Recess

The bouse resumed at eigbt o'ciock.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Mr. Speaker,
when the bouse adjourned at six a'clock 1 was
speaking of the conference at Casablanca, and
bad just stated that baving regard ta the
care witb which any statement on a matter
sa ail-important as that of the conference at
Casablanca sbould be prepared, I preferred
ta read from notes wbicb I had prepared
rather than ta trust ta tbe expression at the
moment of what I might say. Naturaliy this
bouse will realize that anytbing that is said
in any part of the British commonwealth, if
it cornes framn the lips of the leader of a
goveroment in any of those parts, will 'be
taken in ail other parts of the world, încluding
enemy counitries, as sometbing whicb is expres-
sive of the poiicy of the united nations as a
wbole. I make that staternent hecause there
are rnany questions I shouid like ta answer,
many questions tbat I arn in position, ta
gnswer but arn nat free ta answer. I arn not
free ta answer for the simple reason that they
affect alU the governments ta which I have
referred. Without the opportunity of con-
ferring with them and obtaining their consent
I woffld be venturing beyond what I tbink
wouid be proper ta attempt to answer in their
naine as well as in my own. For the present,
tberefore, with respect ta Casablanca I shall
content mayseif witb the following staternent.

The taîka in Casablanca were discussions
between the heads of the United Kingdorn and
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