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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to
inform the house that when the house did
attend His Excellency the Governor General
this day in the Senate chamber, His Ex-
cellency was pleased to make a speech
to both houses of parliament. To prevent
mistakes, I have obtained a copy, which is as
follows:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

I meet you under the shadow of the loss which
Canada, in common with all parts of the empire,
has sustained in the death of our late beloved
Sovereign, King George V. The sorrow so
universally expressed is but one of the many
evidences of the great regard in which his late
Majesty was held by all men and nations. In no
part of the King’s dominions has the sense of
national and personal loss been more deeply felt
than in Canada. King George’s patience and
wisdom, his example of courage and devotion to
duty, throughout a reign of unparalleled anxie-
ties, will be held in all our memories as a great
heritage.

I join with you in extending profound
sympathy in their bereavement to King Edward
VIII, Her Majesty Queen Mary, and all the
members of the Royal Family. Toward the new
King there already exists, on the part of the
people of Canada, a feeling of personal attach-
ment and affection, occasioned by His Majesty’s
visits to this country, and the many friendships
and wide acquaintances formed during the years
he was known to us all as the Prince of Wales.
To these sentiments will now be added in in-
creasing measure those of loyalty and devotion.

I am profoundly sensible of the great honour
of having been chosen as the king’s representa-
tive in Canada. I am pleased that my meeting
with the members of both houses should be at
the beginning of the first session of the
eighteenth parliament. It is with the greatest
pleasure that I look forward to the associations
of the next few years.

The seriousness of the international situation
has contributed to the world’s anxieties. My
ministers are confident that they express the
conviction of the people of Canada in adhering
to the aims and ideals of the League of Na-
tions, and in seeking, in unison with members of
the league as well as with other nations, to
support by all appropriate and practical means
the maintenance of peace, and the establishment
of a world order based on justice and equity.

Unemployment continues to be Canada’s most
urgent national problem. While there is an
increase in the number of persons employed, the
number of those on relief shows no abatement.

As a means of dealing with present emergency
conditions, you will be asked, with the approval
of the governments of all the provinces of
Canada, to make provision for the establishment
of a representative national commission, which
will co-operate with the provinces and munici-
palities in an endeavour to provide work for
the unemployed, and the supervision of unem-
ployment relief. The commission, which will be
assisted by a representative advisory com-
mittee, will aim at effecting nation-wide co-
operative effort toward increasing opportunities
of gainful employment.

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

Transfer of the camps established for the
care of single homeless men from the Depart-

.ment of National Defence to the Department of

Labour, is in process of being effected. Every
effort will be made to close the camps altogether
at as early a date as expanding employment
opportunities permit.

A royal commission has been appointed to in-
quire into conditions in the textile industry. as
the result of the closing down on January 18 of
one of the textile plants in the city of Sher-
brooke, thereby occasioning, in midwinter, and
at a time of unemployment, great hardship to
hundreds of employees and their families. My
ministers are of the opinion that industries
should recognize an obligation to cooperate in
every manuer possible in continuing and pro-
viding employment, and that labour and con-
sumers have a right to have their voice heard,
and influence felt, in the control of industrial
policy. Where these ends cannot be effected
through voluntary cooperation of all parties
to industry, my ministers are of the opinion
that there are the strongest of reasons for state
intervention.

With a view of safeguarding the interests of
consumers a full inquiry will be instituted into
representations which continue to be made re-
specting monopolistic control of the importation
and distribution of anthracite coal.

In order to determine the question of their
validity, reference has been made to the
Supreme Court of Canada of a number of
measures enacted at the last session of parlia-
ment.

I am happy to be able to inform you that
a trade agreement between Canada and the
United States of America was concluded on
Armistice Day, 1935, and that the trade dis-
pute with Japan, which had seriously affected
the trade of both countries, was adjusted
before the end of the old year.

The Canada-United States trade agreement
will be submitted for your approval. You
will also be forthwith advised of the basis
on which normal trade relations between
Canada and Japan have been restored.

My ministers believe that the Canada-United
States agreement will mark a great improve-
ment in Canada’s international economic re-
lations; also, that the principles embodied in
this agreement, extended and applied with
vigour and determination, will contribute to
the reversal of the trend toward extreme
economic nationalism, which has been under-
mining standards of living, and embittering
relations between countries all over the world.

You will be pleased to know that the policy
of the Canadian Wheat Board in selling wheat
at competitive prices is bringing satisfactory
results.

A conference between the dominion govern-
ment and the governments of the provinces of
Canada was held at Ottawa during the month
of December. Continuing committees have since
carried on consideration of the more important
subjects discussed.

Among matters arising out of the conference,
which will be submitted for your consideration,
will be a proposal for amending the British
North America Act, 1867, in order to provide
for certain financial arrangements between
the dominion and the provinces. A committee
of dominion and provincial representatives,
appointed by the dominion-provincial confer-



