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wonld have sorne scientifiec treatment of the
wbole ai the Act. We ought, if I may suggest
this to the Minister of Justice, ýto allow al
these bis ta amend the Bankruptcy Act at
this session ta remain in abeyance, appoint a
commrittee to study the whDle matter and then
introduce a complete and revised 'bankruptcy
bill which would meet with the views of at
least a majority of the people in this country.

Hon. PETER HEENAN (Kenora-Rainy
River) : I heartily endorse the suggestion made
by the han. member for Vancouver Centre
(Mr. Mackenzie). Wages shouid take priority
over ail other claims in a case of bankruptcy.
When a flrm goes into bankruptcy, prabably
the last peuple %vho know anything about the
matter are the wvurkmen in that concern.
Others have their legal representatives, and
they are fully apprised of what is about to
take place before it actualiy bappens. Bu~t
the pour workingmen wbo are in the ernpioY
of that firm have nu legal ropresentative; they
are w&rking in good faith and their wages
shouid have prioritv over ail other claims.
\Viil the Minister of Justice take this point
into eonsideration?

Mr. GUTHRIE: This discussion is hardly
appropriate under the proposai that is intro-
du-ced by this bill. I realize, howover, perhaps
as weil as anyone iii the bouse, the difficulties,
the diversities and I anight aiso say some of
the anomaies that are met with in the bank-
ruptcy iaw in this country and its administra-
tion in the varions provinces. Durinýg the
short tirne that I have occupied the position
of Minister of Justice, I have received a great
rnany communications from judges, trustees
in bankruptcy, receivers in bankruptcy, legal
bodies and associations, chambers of comn-
merce, huards of trade, credit rnen's associa-
tions and the like, ail suggesting varions
changes in the Bankruptcy Act. There is a
good deal of force in the suggestion made by
the hon. member for Cartier (Mr. Jacobs)
that the time is fa.st approaching, if it is nlot
already here, when there should bo something
in the nature of a general revision of the act.
Upon -the whole, 1 tbink the public fuel that
the act bas worked well, but there are some
difficulties that will have to be smoothed out.
It is rat.her a serions proiblem to undertake a
law for fine provinces where there are pro-
vincial jurisdlictions wvhich, in many respects,
appe-ar to be somewhat eunflicting. 1 have not
atternpted sncb a revision during the present
session. I have ta'bulated ail the suggestions
and ill the proposed amendrnents, and the
only amend-mont which the government bas
in mind at this session is the present une as
incorporated in this measure, ta protect in-

[Mr. Jacobs.i

jnred parties in respect of insnrance in regard
to motor accidents, accidents either to the
person or to the property of others. I arn,
bowever, keeping bef are me the question of a
general revision of the act, and perbaps by
next session I may bo in a position ta intro-
dnce sncb a bill.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunfbnry) : Has the
minister bad any generai reqnest ta abolisb
the iaw?

Mr. GUTHRIE: No, I have not.

Motion agreed to, bill read the second time,
and the house went into committee thereon,
Mr. Hanson (York-ýSnnbury) in the chair.

On section 1.-Proceeds of liability insur-
ance policy on motor vehicles appiied ta
dlaims against debtor.

Mr. JACOBS: Wus there any reqnest by
any province for the passing of tbis section?

Mr. GUTHRIE: Yes, dire ctly by the
attorney general of Ontario and the judges of
the suprerne court. One of tbe judges of the
court ai appeals, who was appointed a com-
missioner ta inquire into the matter of auto-
mobile insurance, largeiy drew the section.
Then from the province of Manitoba from
certain associations there, a sirnilar reqnest
bas corne. I assume there must be in Man-
itoba sorne provincial law sirnilar to that
passed at the iast session by the province
ai Ontario. I cannot at the marnent recahi
sirnilar requests from any other provinces,
but a cornmittee ai legal men tbroughout
Canada bave been writing an the subjeet, and
tbey have expressed approval af the termin-
ology of this section.

Section agreed ta.
Bill reparted, read the third time and

passed.

SUPPLY-TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY
Hon. HUGH GUTHRIE (Minister ai Jus-

tice) moved that the bouse go into carnmit-
tee ai supply.

Mr. J. A. BRADETTE (North Timîskarn-
îng) : Mr. Speaker, bei are you leave the
chair for the hanse ta go inta cammittee ai
supply, I wish ta discuss a matter ai national
importance, namely, the urgency and neces-
sity af the construction ai a trans-Canada
highway. Before I proceed with my rernarks,
1 want ta make clear that altbough this
problemn is contentions in some ai its angles,
at ie-ast it shouid be kept ont ai the pohiticai
arena for the very good reason that dnring
the hast ehection tbe question was brought
np by the party now in power and the


