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theoeein expressed as :regards the policias8
which are now under discussion, flot mere-
ly in this House but throughout Canada
snd the Empire. lI the issue of! February
27, 1913, the fohowing appears:

The Conservative policy is open to objec-
tions no less fatal and even more fundamen-
tai. By contributing at this'time to the Brit-
ish navy we are simply heiping, fromn our
aide, to perpetuate that senseless rivairy in
military and naval armaments that la rush-
ing the 111e out of the Buropean nations.

But there is a great deal more than that
invoived in the Conservative policy. It has a
bearing upon the whole question of our coun-
try's destin.y. The di-eam. which we believe is
cherished by the great mass of Canada's
young manhood la that we shouid build up, in
this great northern zone, under the British
Crown, a free nation, facing the prolulems
and discharging the responsibilities which
nationhood involves. Among these responsi-
bilities is that of providing for our own de-
f ence and deciding in what waro, if any, we
shouid voiuntariiy engage. To. send away
moniey, whieh may be used1 ln waging war over
whose inception we can have no control. and
whlch in somes cases might a pear ta our peo-
pie unrighteous, la to estblýih a.precedent
that might well be fatal to our highest as-
pirations.

Such naval preparation as Canada may
mike at this time should, ln our humble
judgment, be on a moclest scale, peraportioned
to our needa as a peace-loving ana peace-seeh-
ing nation, whose fixed. poiicy will bie to sub-
mit such mlsunderstandings as may arise wlth
other nations ta the dectision of a. judicial tri-
bunal rather than to the arbitrament of the
sMord. By thus provldlng for oar own. need
we shall fulill our responsibility as a com-
ponent part of the Empire, whle, at the samne
time, we can, with consistency and a clear
conscience, jain ln the attempt to bring the
clviized nations tagether for the purpose of
making international arbitration the fixed
and universal rule.

Such are the views cii the Organ Of
the great Presbyterian body ef this Domin-
ion. and I adopt as my own the sentiment
the; express. In. doing go, I venture t4)
say that these sentiments are not peculiar
to the Presbytiiln body, but are -the senti-
Ments of every reiigious body and of s.U
classes in Canada.

I knaw- that it is popular, at tames, to
coey alond with respect to Impeyialism and
the achievements,' the military and naval
achievemnts, ofi Gpeat Britain. I baw
wi.th admiration and respect ta the past his-
tory of Britaiin in that regard, and I arn
giad to be a citizen of a young nation that

*shares in the traditions and glatries o!
England's past. And I amn willing, as one
member cii this young nation to do ail that
la in my power iùdividually to help in every
way possible the continuance ad the might
and power of England. But 1 want it donc
on sane principles; I want ta adopt a
course which 1 believe will mean the pcf.
petuatian ai the British Empire, and not

its destruction. And it ccurs ta mie very
strongly-and I wish thaît I could express
myself with the force that I feel-that in
following the proposai of my right hon.
friend the leader of this Goveruiment we
are sirnpiy launching out upon a policy
that la fraught with danger, that la fraixght
with humiliation to our people, thaît is
caiouilated te lciwer our own self-respect
.and the eatcem in which we are held by
people in other lands, and even by thc peo-
pie of the United .K.ingdom. My right
hon. friend, ln intro-ducing the resolution
on the 5th of December, spoke oif -difficul-
ties. And what hc sad has been repeated
tune and again-the difficulties that we
should have in constructlng vesseJa and
in mamrlng thein. I amn sure these
wcirds were listcned Io with regret,
and that they have been read
throughout this country with still
deeper regret, because, Sir, whcn the Prime
Minister loses faith in this country and its
people, when those charged with thc ad-
ministration of affairs look withaut cn
fidence upon us, then ind-eed we have corne
ta a pretty low ebb. In former days we
built ships *We were a great maritime
power. lu this debate attention bas been
callcd ta. the f act that we have been pion-
ers in navigation. Ras my right hon.
friend forgotten then that the very flrst
stcamship that ever crosssed the Atlantic
was 'wholly constructed in Canada? If men
farget this, let them read the inscription an
the brass tablet that is an the wall of the
entrance ta the Parliament library, placeci
there under the auspices oi a governor
general ta commemorate a great event.
And the inscription reads as iallows:,

In hanour of the men by whose enterprise,
courage and skill -the Royal William, the flrst
vessel ta cross the Atlantic by steam pawer,
was wholly constructed lu Canada, and
navigated ta Engiand lu 1833; the pioncer of
those mighty fes of acean steamers on which
passengers and merchants of ail nations are
now conveyed on every sea throughout the
worid.

The people that could accamplish that lu
1833 have not sureiy .become sa puny that
mot only eau they mot carry out, but they
cannot even inaugurate, a policy which will
mean the construction of a Canadian naval
fleet. The lack of confidence lu the skili and
encrgy ai Canadians la pitiable in the
leader ai the Government It reminds me
ai a story that la toid af anc ai the Ad-
mirais'ai the «United States, I think it
was Admirae DuPont. H1e was cxplaining
te Admirai Farragut why it was that he
had failed ta enter Charlestan harbour with
his lrr>ne1ads. H1e gave this reason, and that
reason, and the other, and paused. And
Farragut lu reply said: 'There is anc other
reason.' DuPant amazed, inquired what
was that reasan. ' Why, DuPant,' said


