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Minister of Public Works says that the law tairly used as te rates by tte Bell Çompany
can be modified. But it has never been and may wist to inaugurate a rival Company.
shown that reciprocal relations between The inconvenience and trouble is char thoy
telephone companies is a damange to elther. cannot make long distance connections, not
It is invariably to the interest of both, and having their owî long-distance Unes. Now
it is invarably to the interest of the sb- there be anying mecanially impos-
scribers of both. It increases the business a rble metbd by w ic the Brîl Cer
of both companies. When there is a pressure pany migbc be compelled te attord accommoda-
of business the company increases its plant tion and te give coniection te the varions
and equipment. It is organized for that pur- local companies, pruvided, et course, that theso
pose. The Bell Telephone Ciompany here 1maller independent local cempanies were cein-
to-day is asking for an increase of its capi- pelled te bave their systcm, as Mr. Maclean
tal by $20,000,000 or $30,000,000 In order bas said, standardized ?-A. There weuld be
that it may accoinmodate any increased busi- ne physical, mectanical or electrical impessi-
ness. The Bell Teleplione Company to-day bilîry about sncb a conditen as chat at aIl, but

is mst uxius o gl al lis u',aes. ~as te tbe question et commercial vaine or wis-is most anxios to get all this business. anser.
do not know why they are ligting against Q Ot course, it wonld have te be uadersteed
coming under this principle that is in their that the financial part et it wenld be arranged
interest. But I say that this provision does tairly, so tat in tbat respect there would be
not neet the public requiremsïent it is only ne imposition upen the Bell. That being dune,
a small step in the right direction, and the cao yen tbink et auy reasonable objction te
governmient will sec the evidence oft t te Bell Company being cempelled, in returo

whven this amendment goes to the country. toc tbe privilege that cney have te give such
conniiections '-A. Provided that thc samne terri-

Mr. DUNCAN ROSS. The bon. member for tory is net develuped by tbe Bell. tot bave
South York (Mr. W. F. Maelean). if bis argu- said that tey are net occupying that terri-
ment is carried to a logical conclusion, net tory now 
only wants to confiscate the property ofthe Q. Supposing tey are ccnpying tt terri-
Bell Telephone Company, but that of all tle tory, sme parts t te territery ?A. Tben I
smaller telephone companies. As ade net tink thar ttey ongtt te encourage
f t special commitee wo incompetitin agaist teselves t t exent

oftelepecone eoýltt cousïnue;-ýittewil et cumpelling ttemn te give anether cumpeting
this telephone business. company te tse et their lice. That, in my
pardons ac if I place 1Y view before it. i njudgment, would be peur business.
This telephone legislation had ils origin in
a discussion which took place in the House
last session, wlien the governient appointed
a comittee to look into this matter, and
at a very large expense procured experts
to give evidence. I challenge the hon. mem-
ber or anybody else to find in that evidence
anything that will justify the position he
has taken to-night. He will find nothing
in the evidence of al the experts that were
brought here to justify his position. Before
I became a member of the special commit-
tee I took the trouble to study that evidence
as carefully as I coulI. I wish to refer to
the evidence of Mr. A. S. Tetu, secretary
of the National Interstate Telephone As-
sociation of the United States of Anerica,
a gentleman who, I believe, is acknowledged -
to be one of the most competent telephone
experts in this countrv.' L will read fron
page 1364 of No. 36 of the evidence. He is
asked a question by the hon. member for
South York :

Again, on page 1383, Mr. Macfarlane,
for the Bell Telephone, asks the question:

Q. On the interpretation of a contract ?-A.
Yes, sir.

Q. If two connecing companies were con-
nected physically, I mean if they had an en-
forced physical connection, would it not be
possible for one line to waste the lines of the
other company to a considerable extent?-A. It
would be possible for one to kill the service
for the other, or for each of them to kill the
other's service.

Q. One line tas such control over the line
of the other company when it is physically
connected as to leave it open ?-A. Hardly in
that sequence. What I mean by ' kill ' the
service is this : If you had connection for a
point on my line yeu might so impair the con-
dition of your ine as to throw the burden of
the proof upon me.

Q. Would it not be possible to fix the point
of delay ?-A. It would be almost impossible to
locate the blame.

Q. And insuring an interchange of traffic ?- Se ail he experts that wcre breught bo-
A. That should be left. believe, to the Com- fore tbe ceînmittee, of wbich the ton. gen-
panies themselves. Ilan limself was a member, dispreves

'Again. on page 1372, the -witness was t statements te is Dow nîaling. Whcn
cross-examined by Mr. Miller: this legisîntion was reforred te the sub-

cemmiîtec Ibis year this mnatter again came
Q. You will understand that here we have but up. Ttc representatives et the Bell Com-

one series of long-distance lines, that owned
by the Bell Company, and that farmers in many pa i w ere tbepr e muiiai
instances would desire to form local farmers'
companies, and that in some of the smaller tics were reprcsented by Mr. Hartley De-
villages where they have no Bell system they wart, K.C.. and everybody recegnizes the
may wish to form a local company ru do a force ant abilily witb wiich te pIacethe
local business, or that in a larger municipality arguments et the musicîpaities betere tie
ttoy may censider tha ttey are nec cing commithee. The cemmittee breught in a re-

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN.


