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agricuiture as if there had becn carriage rosds, oras they
might have done in the more civilized paris of the country..
Bat that i8 no reason to throw diseredit-on the efforts nade:

in these days; on the contrary, it is & reason to praise the jamong

efforts made by the missionaries and by the other pioneers
of colonization in the Saguenay distriot. - This question of
the Saguenay cunnot be a parly question ; it is & quostion
that intorests all the inhabitants of the country, whether
we belong to the right or the left; and, consequently, in
answering the hon. member for Chicoatimi wupon this
question, I mnset not consider il as a party question. The
Luke St. John Railway, of -which the hon. member has’
just spoken mere particularly, is an undertaking that bas a
future before it, and I am satisfied that as the North Shore
Railway, now called the Occidentul, look over twenty
years before it was finished, the Lake 8t. John Railway
will also have its terminus, and that it will arrive at Lake
St. John, as the North Shore Road has arrived at Ottawa.
But if raillway enterprises have all had their difliculties, the
Lake St. John Railway has had advantages that the North
Bhore Railway has not had, because we have seen capitalists
put their capital into it, iu order to construct a part of it in
the direction of what is called Lake Edward, which is on
the line of the Lake St. John Railway. Now the hon.
gentleman wishes to know whether the. Government pro:
pose, or -are now able to help this road. The question has
already come under the notice of the Governmeat, and the
Government are net in a position (o solve the difficulty
at present. We have necessarily been absorbed with the
grext question of the Pacific Railway, which has also occu-
pied Parliament, and we have been obliged to put to one
side important questions, of which this is oue, to devote
oursclves to the great national guestion. Now to what
extent we shall be able to help loeal lines—for their con
struction is a local undertaking on account of the eervices
that "are necessarily expected from them—is a gues-
tion tbat has not yet been decided upoun by the Government;
-and the hon. momber cannot expect to,have an answer
upon & question of this kind in the absence of the hon.
Minis'er of Railways, who, I regret to say, is very ill to-day.
As to the other works alluded to by the hon. member, the
works suggested by a miszionary soms time ago, I am con-
vinced that the bon. member will have nothing to find funlt
with if I ask him to wait twenty-four hours for the answer.
The Estimates will be placed upon the Table to morrow, as 1
had the honor of informing the House last Friday, and the
bon. member will see by the Estimates what we can bring
down. If he does not find all he has azked for, he will bave
toswait, not twenty-four hours, but twelve months, I must
congratulate the hon. membor upon the researches he has
made with regard to the Saguenay. His speech eortainly
does bim great credit and will remain in Hansard as &
monument of his work, and, at the same time, it will prove
-of great worth to all those who wish to make themselves
acquaintea with the progress of the Saguonay.

Mr. LAURIER. Mr. Speaker, I am convinced that the]
hon. Minister of Public Works, and also the hon. member
for Montmagny (Mr. Landry), havé quite misundersteed:
the remarks of my hon. friend the member for L'Islet (Mr.:
‘Casgrain). Inspeaking as he did, the hon. member tori
L’'lslet had not the intention of depraciating the merit of’
any one of those who have taken part in the colonization of:
the Saguenay. . On the contrary, it would be unbecoming |
of any man to entertain such an idea of any one. When’
the hon. member for L'Islet spoke as he did; when be said;
that financial dieaster had accompanied the efforts of Mr.!
Hébert, T did not understand—and I am convinced that’
sach was not his intention—that he wished to.
depreciate the effurts that had been made, but that he
‘only desired to show what had been the difficulties of the:
undertaking. The hon. member for L'Islet had only the
- Mr, LANGEVIN. )

intention of femarking that the hon. member-for Chieontimi

(Mr. Cimon) had miade a guite involuntary omission, snd
that this omission was that he had forgotten to mentien,
the :promoters of colonization of tho Sagmenay; one
of those who had contributed the most toits {op! ,
namely the Hon. Mr. Price; ‘and ‘the hon. menvher for
‘Chicoutimi will himself admit that this gentleman was :one
of the first promoters of the colonizstion of the Saguenay.
Mr. Speaker, I bave nothing- to say with regard to:ihe
merit of the question now ender discusion. The 'hon.
memrber for Chicoutimi will ‘allow me to say, however, én

-all sincerity, that he has set forth the situation with welcill

and with researches that do kim credit. I think, however,
that his work would have becn ‘more complete and more
meoritorious if he had refrained fromispdaking of the former
‘Government, of the Liberal Govermwent, with sach bitter-
ness. As the hon. Minister of Public Works remarked, this
question is not a party question, it is & question that
interests the whole Province of Quebec; it is mot oven ‘a
question of races, it is not even & question of nationalities, it
is & question that interests all the inhabitants of the
Province of Quebec; and 1 can state that upon this point
the iaterests of the Provinco are -identical with those of the
Dominion, because it is in the intérest of the Dominion that
all the parts of this courntry that are fit for colomiration
should be colonized with the least possible delay. The
vulley of Lake St. John is evidently fit for colonizutisn,
sccording to the informat on laid before thiz House by the -
hou. member for Ohicontimi, and that is enough to ‘make of
this question & national question in the largest sense of the
word. It would have been better, in my humble op nion, if
the hon. ‘member had wpoken less bit'erly of
the former Government. The former Government
would have been as bappy as the prosent Government
to have been able to help the work that the hon. member
for Chicoutimi Jesires so heartily to carry out, but there
aro, now, obstacles in the way -of the present Governmrent,
-and 1 speak of this question without any reference to party,
for I know that there are obstacles, and everybody maust
know that there are, in spite of the desire that the Govern-

.ment may have to aid the road. These obstacles existed

before, and with much meére force under the former

Government, because now the country is delivered from the

financial crisis that existed when the former Government

was in power. For my part, I do not hepe for a solution of

this question th's year. The hon. Minister of Public Works

has put off the hopes of  the hon. member for Chicoatimi

another twelve months; I should be happy if these -hopes

were to be realized twelve months hence. At all events, I

would advise him to be patient, and to repeat the well known

words: “ Knock and it shall be openel unto you; ssk and

you shall receive.” Ithink the hon. member should renew
his request, not only this year, but next year, and that even:
then he will not obtain what he now asks for.

Mr, VALLER. Mr. Speaker, as seconder of this moﬁpn ‘

I will add a fow words to the eloguent remarks mmale by the

‘hon. member for Chicoutimi. I have already expressed, on
the floor of this House, my opinion upofi the quéstion ¥iow
under discussion. 1 always understood that the grefit
obstacle in the way of tho Government was, a8 the hon.

‘Minister of Public Works has remarked, ‘that the road

was a local rather than a Foderal road. Sir, when the
Company asked me to raise my véice in this House in favor
of this road, I understood that it was a serions obstacle, for
here our principal daty is to look after gnestions respeécting
the whole Dominion as Federal guestions.. When, for the
first time, the Quebec and Lake St. John railway was spoken
of in this House, 1 must admit that it was u purely J

question, and we were perhaps wrong in bringing it before
this House, an1 especially to urge upon the Federal Govern-
ment to grant us a subsidy. Batunow the situation is-chin-



