CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND

On July 22nd, 1948, the
People of Newfoundland decided
?Y a majority of over 7,200 to
Join Canada. The referendum on
July 22nd, the second within

ess than two months on the
Question of Newfoundland's.
Political future, was confined
to two questions: restoration
of the Island's pre-1934 con-
Stitution (or in popular terms
"Responsible Government"), or
onfederation with Canada, on
the basis of the terms sent to
the National Convention by the
Canadian Government in October
ast. The vote in the referen-
um was unusually large, about
percent of the eligible
Voters exercising their fran-
chise. On a geographical basis
about 70 percent of the votes
Outside the Avalon Peninsula,
vhich lies at the south-eastern
Corner of the Island, were in
avour of Confederation. In
the Avalon Peninsula, on the
Other hand, about 66 percent
of the total vote was for
€sponsible Government the
eaviest vote for Responsible
vVernment, being in the City
of St. John's. Eighteen of the
electoral districts, in-’
fluding two on the Avalon
eninsula, showed a clear
Majority in favour of Con-
ederation.

NO SNAP VERDICT

b The vote on July 22nd was
Y NO means a snap verdict.
e future political status of
the Island has been the su’ ject
Intensive discussion in
“evfoundland over the past two
Years. In the spring of 1946,
:1 ational Convention was
cueCted "to consider and dis-
tais...the changes that hgve
anden placg in the.f1ngnc1a1
To) economic situation in the
ineand since 1934, ...to exam-
the position of the coun-
tfgﬁ and to make reFommenda-
ments to His Mansty s Govern-
i as to possible forms of
. Te government to bg put
i Ore the people at anational
be €rendum." The Convention
8an meeting in September

1
i

1946. On February 28th, 1947,
it passed a resolution to send
a delegation to Ottawa "to
ascertain from the Government
of Canada what fair and equi-
table basis may exist for fed-

Government should be placed on
the referendum ballot. Amotion
to include Confederation on
the ballot was, however, de-
feated by 27 to 16 votes.
Following this a flood of
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eral union of Newfoundland and
Canada." The delegation visited
Ottawa late in June for dis-
~cussions with a Committee of
the Canadian Cabinet, remain-
ing there until September. On

October 29th, the Canadian
Prime Minister wrote the Gov-
ernor of Newfoundland setting
forth a statement of terms
believed by the Canadian Goy-
ernment to constitute a "fair
and equitable basis for union."

REFERENDUM BALLOT

After prolonged debate the
National Convention recommended
to the United Kingdom Govern-
ment that restoration of Re-
sponsible Government and con-
tinuation of Commission of

telegrams containing, it is
said, the names of about 50,-
000 voters poured in protesting
the refusal of the majority of
the Convention to include
Confederation among the ques-
tions submitted for referendum.
The United Kingdom subsequent-
ly decided to include the
question on the referendum
ballot on the ground that it
would be unfair to the people
of Newfoundland to deprive
them of the opportunity of
expressing their opinion on
the’ question of federation.

At the first referendum,
which was held on June 3rd
after prolonged public dis-
cussion of the various alter-
natives, Responsible Govern-
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