G. State of main tendencies in UN;ESCG‘S,ﬁglﬂs of competence

After briefly reviewing the major world problems and the United Nations situation and.
highlighfing the unique nature and the missiohs and functions. of UNESCO; we feel that it
would be importantto reflect upon the large Major Programme Areas. The new Plan
should briefly analyze the eurfent siakes and expected challenges in education, science,
culture, communication (including information and informatics) gnd social and human
sciences.

These stakes and challenges sllou'ld_:ai“So form the basis for each corresponding section of
the next three Programmes and Budgpets -- 28 €5, 29 C/f5 and 30 C/5.

Following are a few examplés in guise of illustration of wlal we hope the Director-
General will derive from this pmp-:)sa‘l {these are only illustrations, and are:-doubtless
incomplete). '

In the sphere of education, for example, we should técall that education and literacy
remain one of the major requirements of our times. We should also sam up the
reflections &f the miembers of the International Commission on Education for the 21st
Century, who have aiready met ona number of oceasions at Headquarters and around. the
world. We know that Chairman Delors will table a Report that ihcludés mere ‘questions
than answers, -and the new Plan should reiterate these.

In the sphere of science, we need 1o review the progress hat has been made since the
Earth Surubit in June 1992, and the mdjor thallenges. that dre till confront us under
Agenda 21, two chapters of which UNESCO has the responsibility of implementing, as
directed b} ‘the United Nations.

I the area of cubtwre, and closely related to. science, we.should evoke the relationships
that exist between culture and the: environment and culture ‘and development.  The
recently pubhshed Préliminary Draft of the’ World Report en Culture and Development
could serve as thelconceptual framiework for this part of (e Medium-Term Plan.

The conflict of cultures and civilizations that we fear will grow greater in the coming
years should be discussed, as well ag the need 1w promote a culture of {elerance and an
mitereultural dialogue.

Under the heading of communication, the electronic highwdy with all its inherént
dangers, uncertainiies and possibilities, should be considered as one of the current and
future challenges.

In $ocidl and human sciences, we should allude'to the interdal ruptures ©f societies, social
disptacement, and the growing breakdown with respect to human rights.



