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INFORMATION AND PhESS ACTIVITIES OF THE Dr:PAFtTMENT
OF EXTIRNAL AFrA:P~S AT HOi . AND AFRQAD : A STUDY

INTRODUCTION

This study is an effort to examine the basis for departmental

information and press activities as a support for the conduct of foreign

policy which is the reason for the Department's existence . Further, an

attempt i s made to assess whether purposeful and useful activities are being

performed, whether adequate value is received for the time and money expendel ,

whether the job is effectively carried out and whether the level of activity

.is aperopriate to Canada's present position in world affaira . The study has

not led to dramatic or revolutionary conclusions . Out of it has everged a

:rr.era ; view that activities have been and are along the right lir .e :,, that

prograaaes and procedures could be made more e,itctive wit h

proporticnately Iittle extra cost but that real value for Canada would result

froa a significantly larger programme, still well short of those of othe r

comparable count :ies, if an expanded badget permitted reinforce=ent and improve-

ment of existing activities and some brea4in7 of new gzv ;:nd, initially on an

experimental basis. . In this field, as in others, the :,ove: nser.t cannot expec t

to get wre than it pays for and must decide what i= ;-,o rtance and priority it

attaches to information and press activity in support of external policy and

accept the fir.ancial implications involved .

By the very nature of this stucy ., a substantial part of the commen t

is critical and could lead to an impression that very little has been accactplished

by the Department in the information and press field over the years. This is

am
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