
The exhibit comprises more than 500
pieces from ail over the world, ranging
from the timne of the Pharaohs to the
near-present, and drawn from the
Museum's own extensive collections. The
oldest man-made piece on display is a
striped Egyptian perfume jar (approxi-
mately 1500 B.C.), while the newest is a
pale aquamnarine horse manufactured ini
Czechoslovakia ini 1974.

The first form of glass to be worked
by man was obsidian, a naturally occur-
ring volcanic glass. It was prized by early
man, maînly because it could be chipped
into sharp weapons and tools and also,
because its smoky transparency made it
attractive as jeweilery.

Much later, about 1500 B.C., the
SYrian craftsman discovered the recipe
for manufacturing hua own glass. He

Wheel-engraved lead glass Swedish bowl, designed by Simorn Gate, engraved 1by L
in mid-*wentieth century, shows a drinking party in honour of the god Bacchus-

found. that when he dipped a metal rod
into the molten glass, a portion of it
would adhere to, the tip of the rod. This
portion or mass, known as a "gather",
is the basic unit for ail glass-work.

About the time of Christ, craftsmen in
Imperial Rome discovered that molten
glass could be blown like a bubble at the.
end of a hoilow metal tube, and glass-
making reached a peak of achievement.

The display of glass techniques in-
rhndeçt ex2moles of Islamic enamelled

began to be made here. The early Can-
adian glass industry made window glass
and containers for medicîne, liquor, snuff
and shoe blacking. While rnuch tableware
and many commercial containers were
produced in Canada, particularly after
1880, some of the moat intriguing pieces


