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it is Part Of the infinite substance or God), the commndo. Of
reason and of morality based on them retain their full igi-cance. Spinoza strikes heavy blows at thoso popular, phüo_sophers and their multitudes who consider that they givo up aportion of their riglite in so far as they are bound to livê
according to the commands of divine law. Piety and eaim
of soul are, for such persons, burdens which they hope to beable to lay aside afterý death; expecting àleo to receive Bora
reward for their bondage, that is, their piety and religion, and
dreading punishinent for the opposite. Morality accodnlconsists in obeying the commando of some eternaj lawgîve
who is afterwards to act as judge: a Jewish conception hc
has uný1erlain a groat deal of Christian ethice. Such ieaecreatures, as Spinoza terme them, exhaused by the burdnof their piety and looking forward to an inexhaustibleot,
of bread and water which they have been laying up for teaselves by a series of unreasonably self-denying acts, might ije said, returri to waye of their own liking if they diid notbelieve ini an indefinite prolongation of ife, and more priularly of punishment: 'lwhich seems to be," replied Spinoza, 4aabsurd as if a mani, because he does not believe that h. übo able to feed hie body with good food to ail eternity, huidesire to satiate himef with poisons and deadly drus Cas if, bocauso ho sees that the mînd ie not oternal, h. holthorefore prof or to ho mad." Natural science, incluirpsychology, muet ho invoked in order to teach hwmn biqthat the inevitable resuit of the formation of evil habita msthe cultivation of trivial ideals is the destruction of esalthere and now; in the absence of which no external etfcecan attach dignity or value to human beings. This is etruer and sounder practical basis of morality than theap. ato the aileged supernatural sanctions and deterrnswhe

represent the quickeands of metaphysical and telgc
speculatione, the lower ethics of which have bencytle
in the view of the writer of the filet epietie to1 theCointi"What advantagoth it me If the dead rise not? Let useaand drink, for to-morrow we die." lu a finer spirit CQhare.
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