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THE RACE PROBLEM IN THE UNITED STATIS

GRENT country presents great preblems to o the

consideration of ats publicists, Vast resourees

and an energetic population have advanced the
American connmonweadth 1o a position in the very fore-
front of nations, and secured for it a degree of advanee-
went in jhe arts of peace at whieh all the world has mar-
velled,  But the country has not reached her pinnaele of
greatness without having heen confronted by many diffi-
cuties of thie severest nature; nor are there to-day want-
ing conditions the contemplation of which saddens the
lieart of every patriotic. American. By no means the
least disquicting  of these is the race problem.  the
“damnosa hereditas™ of old settlenment and colenial days,
Anierican statesmien are ealled upon to harmonize two
aees seemingly incompatible, cne mdubitably the moral,
intellectual and physical infericr of the other: the in-
compatibility being rendered appareatly  unsusceptible
ol fapsing into oblivion by an delible difference  of
color. The Negro race, which contitittes more than ten
per cent. of the entive population of the United States
and in many of the Southern States is in an absolute ma-
Jority, whatever its capabilities for the future may be,
has stood and still stands {or moral obliguity, intellee-
tual infericrity and physical lassitude.  While optimists
and humanitarians may regard the institution of slavery
as it existed in the Umted States prior to the Civil Wwas
as “‘but another illustration of the manner in which
Divine Providence sonetimes uses men and human insti-
tutions to consummate a purpose, n this case the eleva-
tion of a race from harbarism to eivihizaticn, the practicul
statesman pereeives that Negro slavery has begueathed
grave social, ceonomie and political problems which ery
for peremptory solution.

It is said sometimes, frequently when a ceneral elee-
tion is at hand, that Canada has a race problem. She has
no such thing, Freneh and Anglo-Saxon elements of her
population present no such divergencies and incompati-
bilities asy do the Cauecasiau and African races in the
United States.  Canada is to be congratulated npon the
fact that she has no rvace problem. But in the United
States the situation must he faced.  There is here a race
problem, and the aim of every loyal Ameriean should be
neither to ignore the act nor to intensify the exasperation
of one race against the other, but to endeavor. to do what
he may towards effecting a solution of the problem.

That the contempt of the white man for the Negro is
not abating is shown by the prevalence of lyneh law in
many States of the Union. . 'lhe episodes connected with
Iynching prove at once the low stage of civilization whieli
many Negrces have rcached, and the dissatisfaction
which the average white man feels with their presence in
the cdountry on a basis of economic and politieal equality.
Many eminent and worthy citizens justify lvnching as :
greater barrier against erime by Negroes than a slow and
technical legal system can pessibly atford.  Others de-
nounce it as a disgrace to the country, and as but an
irritant of racial hatred. President Roosevélt and Goy-

ernor Durbin, in maguificent pleas for the supremacy of
law, advocate a revision ol the law ol erinninal procedare
with the objeet of sceuring swifter punshment for the
wrongdoer, and thereby rendeving mob violenee unncees
sary. dJustice Brewer would efieet this end by abolishing
appeals in ernminal trials.  The efforts of these distin-
gshed men to remove a stain upon the otherwise lair
name of the country, are praiscworthy. 1 appreliend,
however, that the cause cansans of Tyncehing is not to be
found in a cumbrous system ol criminal  procedure.
Lynchings are but ebullttions of racial hatred, and to
remove them we must attack the race problem at its ver,
centre.

I am not sufticiently optimistic to believe  that the
presence of the African race in America is a subject for
fehieitation —to the Caucasian race.  To use an Ameri-
canism, expressive if not beautiful, 1 believe that the
bringing of the Negro to America was a " had husiness, ™
The eontempt which one race teels for another n every
respect its inferior will never completely vanish in this
country. Seientists, by exact physiological ealeulation,
nave demonstrated that such inferiority docs and will
ever exist.  And as surely as it s permanent, so suvely
are raclal hatred and prejudice permanent.  Neverthe-
less, I am as firmly convineed that there are means where

by the situation can be greatly relieved and its evils con-

siderably mitigated.

The desire of the white mau 1o avoid association with
the Negro is due not only to the former's incontestable
superiority over the latter, but also to prejudice against
a raed morally, intellectually and cconomically undevel:
oped. T the morals of the Negro can he elevated 1o a
higher standard, if whatever intellectual  eapacity he
possesses can be developed, if he can he made a skilled
and industrions eraftsmen and a useful eitizen, then |
firmly believe the race problem will be, though never en
tirely removed, yet immeasurably alleviated.

This is the very idea which lies at the Foundation of
the work of that distinguished and. respected Negro,
Booker T. Washington, It scems nigh incomprehensible
that a Negro, himself slave-born, should have done wore
than any other American to point out the true method
of attacking the race problem. e laughed to seorn the
suggestion that it would be best for all coneerned that
the ten million Negro inhabitants of the Southern States
should be deported in toto and forever to scme Afriean
territory, wherein they might spread the civilization
which the white man has given them. The latest proposi-
tion of this kind appeared in the shape of a bill intro-
duced in Congress in December last hy a Southern repre-
sentative, providing for the settling of the Negroes in
the newly acquired possessions of the United States in
the Pacific. The proposition was accompanied by the
suggestion that Booker Washington be appointed wvov-
ernor of the prospective Negro colony. The hill reccived
the slight attention and eonsideration which its imprae-
ticability and injustice merited. ‘‘No,”” says Mr, Wash-



