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college custom, that future hazings, gupposing them to take
Place at all, must be quite different in tl}e persom}el of the
tribunal, in the character of the pr'pceed‘mgs, and in t'he re-
puted object of the ceremony. University College is in the
somewhat singular position among the elder colleges, that the
student body have no traditions (except, perhaps, hazing,) and
no authoritative custoins. While the student body are
in council, it may be fruitful for them to consider how best to
excite an interest in college life, that may prove a source of
continual strength to the University, besides 1nte’§“spersmg
some play with the sober exercises of the class-room.

In accordance with the views thus expressed, we further
advocated the formation of a regular College Court, conducted
openly and above board, and having a Jjurisdiction, by com-
mon consent of the students, over the doings of undergraduates
in their student capacity. Such a Court, we thought and said,
would serve as a compromise between extremists of both
parties, and would go far towards preserving peace 'H‘,n(]
good-will in the Colloge. We much regret that the suggestion
which we then made was not acted upon. We may be per-
mitted to say that the action of the Non-Hazing Union in this
respect was laudably inconsistent. Some of its more aCth}O
members openly offered to accept such a compromise, thoug :
it should clash slightly with some of their expressed ohjections
to the hazing system as a whole.

But now that the trouble which we then fe.a.red has ach‘ml}y
oceurred ; now that the College has been dlsgraced by it in
the eyes of the outside public—what shall be said of sucha prof—
posal? Briefly this: that it now rests with the advoc.:a.tes 0d
hazing to do one of two things: first, to renounce hazing an
all its works, in all forms, once and fore\{er——and there aref>
many who will be very sorry to be thus in at the death o
an old (almost our only) college custom—or, secondly, to.umlte
with non-hazing advocates of a general College Court in the
attempt to form such a Court in such a fashion as to secu}tl'e
the withdrawal of the opposition at present offered by the

Council. .

With all due respect to the President.’s authority, we };nay
say that we believe this matter would in the end have been
well settled by the students themselves. However,. th.e C?u':j
cil was, of course, bound to take some steps to v1ndxca(t1(, lts
authority and the honour of the College ; and if theT stu en‘i
complain that its action seems somewhat arbitrary, they mlus“
lay the blame at the door of those who caused the senseless

disturbance of December last.

But the Council's decree — prepared before the presefl:
scheme for a College Court was drawn up—was zufnf%d Jlo?tad
such a proposition, we believe, but at the bazing as ((,ion ;1}(),6 !
in the past. That many extreme non-hazers can fin x(l}o n}'g_i
to object to in such a plan is the best guarantee the? ‘Ou(;l(él
can have that the Court will be car.ned on with due xeg.LrC ]o
decency and order. To form the Literary Society into a‘,i ot-
lege Court is, we think, con’tm'ry t'o its cons't‘ltutul)ln, an 'i‘(,md
of the question. But this motion is 'otberwme \\;\v]e cclmce(y '(:3 !
and if adopted may s(;)lve the who}et dilsfﬁzzl:l)),éful wfilgalzrregé et
that it was not made sooner. ubl '
hazers will be ready to accept as a compromise now w}ll?t,tt lvev:(s)
rejected when they offered it 1;L§t fa.II. But WE can Sﬁ}'ed ttle to
°5ject to in the scheme, and think it worthy t ehconsl e]ik on
not alone of the student-body—hazers and non-hazers alike

but of the College Council as well.

PRIZES IN ENGLISH AND LATIN VERSE.
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not fail to seo some reasons supporting the course that the
authorities took in the wmatter. And the most potent of all
the reasons advanced was that the University was not possessed
of the necessary funds. But in the present instance the paltry
plea of poverty is of no avail, and the principles involved in
a consideration of the Scholarship question are not applicable.
The mere notice in the curriculum that such prizes were to be
competed for, were they to remain forever unawarded, owing to
the lack of response, or to the lack of merit in the responses,
reveals motives of high intention and a worthy spirit of encour-
agement on the part of the authoritics. But rather would we
refer to the benefit resulting to competitors, for such there will
always be if a fitting subject has been selected to allow of a
powerful and artistic treatment.  From a purely artistic point
of view, practice in the construction of Greek and Latin verse,
even where the imagination is not exercised, would result in a de.
velopment of refinementand taste, andit is indisputable, whether
from right motives or wrong, that the existence of prizes is a
great spur to conscientious and careful effort. The withdrawal
of the Knglish Verse prize does not affect any course in par-
ticular, but is surely a matter for sorrow to that shy and
retired band of uncrowned poets that do throng our halls, and
who but need the consolation of a prize at the hands of the
‘“ Academie Canadienne ” to assure themselves of immortality,
It is too late to protest with effect against some inevitable
changes to which Time and Reason have reconciled us, but this
last elimination will only be effeeted at the cost of the good-
will of many, and resulting in a subtraction from the dignity
of our University.

COMMUNICATIONS.
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A PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH,

To the Editors of Tug Varsiry :—

Drar Sies,—The professorial chair that has been estab-
lished in the University of Toronto in the department of
English is to be filled shortly. The report has gone round
that a strong effort is being made to obtain the position for a
gentleman who has acquired no reputation either for hig
scientific knowledge of the language or for critical and creative
ability in English literature.

It is asserted that a thorough training in Greek and Latin
is a sufficient qualification for a professor in English. A more
absurd claiin could scarvcely be made. The assertion has its
origin mainly in the intellectual arrogance of men Who have
onlyaclassical training. This presumption has done incalculable
injury to the study of English.  Men saturated with the princi-
ples of the synthetic classical languages have been trying for
centuries to force on an analytic tongue the laws of dead and
petritied Greek and Latin. To change the figure, they tried
and keep on trying to put the new wine of living English into
the old bottles of the classical tongues. And so our study of
Euglish grammar has been conducted in a thoroughly un-
scientific method, barren of any good results. The undue
influence of the classics appears, too, in our literature in artifi-
ciality of structure and figures, in narrowness of outlook and
in pomposity and verbal emptiness. :

- It was Aristotle, was it not? who said that we learn to play
the harp by playing on the harp—not on the violin or banjo.
One would think English should be learned by the study‘of
English.

The time is critical. What is wanted is a man with a
scientific knowledge of English, literary ability in English ang
the power of inspiring students with earnestness of effort and
positive enthusiasm. There is one such man offering himself
for the position and it is to be hoped that he will get it.

Yours,
Sienma,



