
college custonm, that future liaziîtgs, supposing themi to take
place at ail, must be quite ditlbrent iii the, personnel of the
tribunal, i the character of the proceedings, and in the re-
puted obýject of the ceremiony. University College is in the
sotnewhat singular position among the eider colieges, that the
studejît body hatve no traditions (except, periiaps, bazing,) and
no authoritative customts. ... Whi[e tlie student hody are
iii counicil, it iay be fruitful for tbein te consider how best to
excite an interest iii college life, that ma ioea source o

?ny rveo
continuai strength te the University, besides iîîterspe rsingn
sente pluy witiî the sober exercisos of the ciass-rootni."

iI accordance witit the views thus expressed, wu further
advocated the formation of a regular Coilege Court, coîtducted
epenly and above board, and baving a, jurisdiction, by coin-
Mon consent of the students, over the doings of undergraduates
in their student capacity. Such a Court, we thouglit an(l said,
would serve as a compromise between extremists of botit
parties, and would go far towards preserving peace and
good-will in the Collegte. We much regret that the suggestion
which we tiien tmade was net atite(l upon. We ntay lie per.
mnitted to say that the action of the Non-Hazing Union iii titis
respect was laudabiy inconsistent. Sonie of its more active
members openly ofrered to accept such a compromise, though
it should clash slightiy witli soine of their expresseci ob.jections
to the hazing systein as a whole.

But now that the trouble wlîicb we then feared lias actually
occurred ; now that the College hias been disgraced by it in
the eyes of the outside pubiic-witat shall be said of such a pro-
posai ? Briefly this :thât it now rests with the advocates of
lîazing te do one of two things: first, te renounce hazing and
ail its works, in ail forms, once and forever-and titere are
many who wili be very sorry te be thus in at the death of
an old (almest our enly) college custom-or, secondly, te unite
with non-hazing advocates of a general College Court in the
attempt te form such a Court in such a fashion as to secure
the withdrawal of the opposition at present offered by the
Councîl.

With ail due respect te the IPresident's authority, we may
8say tbat we believe this matter wouid it the end have been
Weil settled by the students tlîemselves. H-owever, the Coun-
cil was, of course, bound te take somte steps te vindicate its
autberity and the honour of the College ; and if the students
complain that its action seems somiewlîat arbitrary, tlîey miust

lay the biame at the door of these wlîo caused the senseless
disturbance of December iast.

But the Council's decree -prepared before the present
schenîe for a Coilege Court was drawn up-was aimed net at
su ch a proposition, we believe, but at the biazing as conducted

ithe past. That many extreme non-Itazers can find nothing
te object te iii sucb a plait is the best guarantee the Couttcil
caf have that the Court wili be carried eot with due regard te

decency and order. To formi tue Literary Society into a Coi-

loge Court is, we tlîink, cexftrary te its constitution, and ont
of the question. But titis motion is otherwise weil conceiveci
and if adopted may soive the wbele difficulty. We only regret

titat it was net made sooner. It is doubtful whether non-

hazers will be ready te accept as a. compromise now what was
rejected when they offered it iast fali. But we can see littie te

Object te in the sclieie, aîtd think it worthy the consideration

'lot alene of the stndent-bedy--hazers and non-hazers alike -

but of the College Council as weli.

PRIZES IN ENGLISH AND LATIN VERSE.

We nnderstand that tite prizes hitherto competed for in

lEnglish and Latin verse are net te be awarded again. The
Prizes fer French and German prose are aise cancelled, but it

1.8 'lot of these that we wisil more particularly te speak at pre-

'lent, although this measure too will bc disapproved by many.

When the intention was announced of abolishing the Univer-

SitY Schoiarships, we had net s0 much reason te protest

4gainst the innovation. Those who most warmiy upheid the

Pr'ineipie ef money rewards for ciass merit, and wbe were most

Prone~d iii opposition te the plan Of total abolitionl, could

nlot fail te se seine t-ca.sons supportin- the course titat tule
authorities took iii the nuatter. And tîte îtîost petent cf all
the reasons advanced was tlitt the University was net possessed
of the neeessary f unds. But iii the present intstance the paltry
plea of peverty is cf ttc avaîl, atnd the prînciples involved in
a consideration ef Élie cli;îstpquestion are net applicable.
The mere notice in the curricultn duiat such prîzes were te lie
cemipeted for, were tlîey te reinain forevet- utnawarded, owing te
the lack cf respense, or te thte lack ef menit iii the resportse,,
reveals motives ef high intentiotn and a \vcrtlty spirit ef elteour-
agentet oit the part ef tîte authorities. But ratîter would wve
refer te the beitefit resnlting te coinpetitors, fer such there wiil
aiways lie if a fitting sub ject itas been selected te allow of a1
J)cwerfLil and artistic treatmnent. Freint a pnreiy artistic point
ef view, practice iii the construction et (lreek and Latin verse,
even wltere the imagination is net exercised, wouid result it a de-
velopinent et reftîementand taste, and it i.s iîtdisputable,wltetlter
freint iglit motives or wvrong, titat the existence et prizes is a
great spur te censcientieus aiid carefui effort. Tue witltdrawal
of the English Verse prize deus itot affect any course in par.-
ticular, but is surely a ntatter for sorrow te titat shy and
retireci band ef nncrowned peets titat do tltreng our hialls, aîîd
wlîo but need the consolation ef ti prize at the lîands cf the
"lAcademie Canadienne " te assure theniselves et itnntiortaiity.
Lt is tee late te pretest witlt effect against senie iiîevitable
changes te wlticlî Tinte and Reasoît have reconciied us, but this
last eliminatien wiil enly be etitcted at the cost ef tite good-
wiil of rnany, and resulting in utatf rn h int
of our University. aMutato ri h int
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A PR0FESSOR 0F ENGLIS.1

T,) the Ed il us of Tiu VAutSITy :

I)ituîSui, 'iteprotessoriai chair titat lias been estali-
iislîed iii the rtniversity of Toronîto iii the departmient of
Engiislt is te be filled shortly. The report litas gene round
that a strcîîgu effort is beiutg mtade te obtail, the position for a
getlentan wvhe lias acquired ne reputation, either for lus
scieittific kttowiedge of tÉlie lamge o o rtrladcetv
ability iii English iiteratture. ugorfrciclamdretv

It is tîsset'ted thtat a tiiorcugît training iii Greck anîd Latin
is a suflicient qualification for a professer iii English. A nlie
absurd ciaint ceuid scarcely be mîade. Tlîe assertien lias hts
enigin utîaittiy if the ititelînctual] arrogance ef inen'W'ho linve
onlyaclassicaitraiuting. Titis presumnption lias detne incalculaîble
umjury te the stu(iy et Eîtghslî. Meiisaturated wîtthte princi-
pies ef tite sytîthietic ciassîcai languages have been trying fer
centuries te force on ant anaiytic tengue the iaws et dead and
petrified Greek and Latin. Te chtange the figure, they tried
and keep on trying te put the new wimîe ef living Englishi imite
the eld boutles ef the classicai touigues. And se our study et
English graîîtmar lias been conducted ini a tlteroughîy un-
scieuttific îîîetlîod, barren of any good resuits. The undue
influence et the ciassîcs appears, tee, in our literature in artîfi-
ciality of structure and figures, if narrowness of entleok and
if pemnpesity and verbal eînptiness.

Lt wvas Aristotle, was it net? who said that we iearni te play
the harp by playimtg on the harp-net on the violin or banjo.
One wonld tltînk English sheuld be iearned by tîte study of
English.

The turne is critical. What is wanted is a man with a
scientfuc knowiedge ef English, iiterary abiiity in English and
the power ef înspiring students with earnestness of effort aîîd
positive enthusiasin. Tlhere is one snch nt offlering htinsehf
for the position and it is te be lîoped that he will get it.

'Yours,
a SIGMA.

THE VARSITY.Jan. 26,1889.


