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THE CURRICULUM IN "CIVIL POLITY."

ro l he Edùtors of THE VARSITY.

SIRS,-As 1 have been frequently asked ,by students what
changes 1 amn proposing to the Senate to.make in the work pre-
Scribed under the head of "Civil Polity," in the Arts curriculum, I
take the liberty of requesting you to insert, for the information of
ail concerned, the following brief statemerit of the suggested
alteratiofls, and of the reasons for making thern.
lkpesednt t well on the extremely unsatisfactory character of

tePeetarrangement of work in "lCivil Polity," the special
WOkfor the Blake Scholarship included. It is so defective as to

Si1ggest the question, whether those who, years ago, selected the
tex't books anid fi.ed the order of their sequence, had ever read
either those or any other books on thr suhjects deait with. To
ra1ilke the curriculum anything like what it should be, it is neces-
sarY to add greatly to the amount of work prescribed, as well as tO
Stibstîtute more useful. treatises for somte whose usefulness is flow
gote, and for others that neyer had any. But this remedy cannot
be !PPlied without creating a new graduating department of H.is-
lorical and Political Science, and though the Senate, at my in-

Stnefour years ago, affirmed the desirability of such a depart-
Ment% 1 h ave neyer heen able to secure its consent to the change

inath Ycarriculm which the creation of such a department implies.
feast ea proposed a less effective, but, as I thought, more
Slei.îbe remedy for the evils complained of. This was to draw the
SPeciaI Blakeywork within the regular curriculum of the third

meriake a corresponding increase of work in the " Civil Polity"
5~tefourth year, improve the course by re-arrangements and

denSt1tutions, and then make it optional by allowing honour stu-
tin me 'ntal and Moral Science to take in lieu of it English or

3till efther oe language in the third and fourth years. I arn
cui'Oth opinion that this would he the best solution of the difi-
Side-t short of creating a new department ; but my proposaI was~~tacked by a reference to a special committee, which neyer
'netad which bas become defunct tbrough efflux of tie.

Polvhat I non, propose is to make certain changes in the "lcivil
OIty. course, including the special Blake work, and as this in-
Is d a diminution rather than an increase, 1 cannot sec why it

iinot be granted by the Senate. It may be said that the cur-
tio r Will soon be dealt with by a new Senate under the federa-

11t scheney but apart from the pertinent fact that this schemc is
IbytYet accomplished, it is quite certain that no curriculum framed
aIldiew Senate can possibîy corne into force inside of two years,
VatualS ashiing too mucli of students to require themn to spend their
oeadO'l tine for even two years on such books as they have now
!ad Moreover, quite a number of mincir changes have been

!esuef is year in the Arts curriculum, rendering necessary the
'flg th~ a Supplement, and this makes the time opportune for ask-

'tgtbe Senate to grant other desirable concessions. The follow-
lti 'ab' wiIl give a clear idea of the changes proposed in the reso-

0îc ýf Which 1 have given notice, and which will corne up for
AprilSSona the next meeting of Senate in the second week of

1'REsRNT CURRICULUM. PROPOSED CURRICULUM.

Third Year.

if Po- PASs-Walker, Political Econo-
My.

and HONOUR-CreaSy, Risc and
nglish Progress of the English

Constitution.
Law. "Holland, Elements of jur-

3oliti- isprudence.
"Fawcett, Manual of Politi-

cal Economy.

Fourth Vear.

itions PAss-Jevons, Money and the
mon- Mecbanismn of Exchange.

"Bagehot, The English Con-
racter stitution.
litical HONOUR-MilI, Principles Of

Political Economy (Laugh-
lin's Edition).

ic aof Maine, Ancient Law.
"Bourinot, Parliamefltary
Procedure and Practice in
Canada (Chapters 1. and
XXII.)

Blake Work..

Rogers' Manual of Politicàl
Economy.

Fawcett, Manual of Political
Economy.

Lorimer, Institutes of Law.
Taswell-Langmead, Eng. Con-

stitutional History.
Broom, Constitutiotnal Law.
Maine, Early History of Insti-

tutions.

Walker, Political Economy.
Fawcett, Manual of Political

Economy.
Holland, Elements oi jurispru-

dence.,
Taswell-Langrnead, Eng. Const.

History.
D icey, Law of the Constitution.
Cooley, Constitutional Law in

the United States.

The reasons for the particular changes proposed may he very
briefiy stated. Rogers' Manual neyer was a good text-book, and
it is now completely out of date. Many of the statements made in
it have hecome quite incorrect and misleading, and they are not
even corrected in later editions. Walker is, hy common consent,
the foremost living writer on Economical questions in the English
language. His book is the best Eleiinentary text-book on the suh-
ject I know of in any language, especially for Canadian Colleges.
It is the work of an American of the school of John Stuart Mill,
whose special treatise on parts of the suhject have won for birn a
high place in the esteemn of English teachers. Creasy's and Faw-
cett's works are good and useful, but Lorirner's should neyer have
been prescribed as part of se limited a course. It is, even from
the point of view of those who believe in a " Law of Nature," a
bad text-book, but the chief objection to it is that it gives no idea
whatever of the nature of jurisprudence as that term is understood
in ail English-speaking communities. We have. in Canada two
systems of law-tbc Roman Civil Law in Quebec, and the English
Common Law in the other Provinces. For students of either of
these great systems, Holland's "lElements " would be very useful ;
Lorimer's serves no useful purpose whatever in relation to the legal
system of tbis or of any other country.

Adam Smith's work can neyer he ignored by any student of
Political Economy, but it is entirely unsuited for hecoming part of
a limited course, especially for pass. It begatn a revolution in the
Science, but the revolution did not end with it, and it is absurd to
use as a text book in one of the most progressive of the sciences
a work more than a century old. For one who bas gone over the,
whole ground of Political Economy in such a manual as Walker's,
the currency question is, for many reasons, the most interesting
and important, and Jevons' book-one of the International Scien-
tific Series-is, on the whole, the best for our purposes that bas yet
appeared. Cox's ilBritish Commonwealth" is a curious mixture of
a discussion of political principles with a description of political in-
stitutions, but hotb are alike antiquated, and, moreover, the book
is, and bas long been, out of print. Cox himself produced a more
elaborate one to supersede it nearly twenty-five years ago, and any-
one who takes bis idea of British institutions frorn our text-book
will he as effectually misled as if be were to depend on the Union
Act of 1840 for a knowledge of the political institutions of the Do-
minion of Canada. Bagebot's work is just wbat is needed for the
place. It gives a correct view of the principles underlying the con-
stitutional machbînery-principles which remain comparatively un-
changed-amidst aIl the changes of the machinery itself. Cairne's
treatise on method is still a rnost valuable work, and if it is te be
kept on the course I would suggest that it bc substituted for Faw-
cett's Manual. Milîs' great work-tbe grea est that bas appeared in
England since Smitb's time-ougbt tobeonthe course,and Professor
Laughlin, of Harvard, bas made it mucb more useful than it for-
merly was for the Canadian student, by doing even more for it
than McCullough and Rogers have donc for Swîitb's IlWealth of
Nations." He bas modernized it and supplied many useful illus-
trations of Milîs' positions from the economic conditions of this
continent. Maine's great work is the best book on the bistorical
treatment of jurisprudence, and it sbould remain where it is.
Strange to Say, there is no such book as Bayne's " New Analytic,"
s0 far as 1 can find out. It would be interesting to know who.
originally proposed it, and stili more interesting to know on what
grounds its presence on the curriculum for ten years or more can
be defendcd. Such treatment of a great subjcct by the Senate
seems to me Iittle sort of scandalous. My proposai is to put in
the vacant place a short treatise on the history and law of the
Canadian Constitution, prepared by Mr. Bourinot, clerk of the
Canadian House of Commons, as an introduction to his valuable
work on Parliamentary Procedure. Both Mr. Bourinot and bis
publishers intimated to me some time ago their willingness to bave
this introduction republished in separate form if there should ap-
pear ta be a reasonable prospect of a remunerative circulation for
the book, and sucb a prospect would be opened up by its adoption
as a text-book in Canadian Universities. I may add, that years
ago, the late Chief-Justice Moss, then Vice-Chancelior of the Uni-
versity, gave me as bis reason for the non-introduction of this sub-

ject into the curriculum the fact that there was flot then in existence
a good text-book ; any one who takes the trouble ta read Mr.
Bourinot's work wilI sce that this objection is no longer valid.

For the special Blake work, I suggest only two changes-the sub-
stitution of Dicey's "lIntroduction ta the Law of the Cansititution"
for Brown'a, IlConstitutioflal Law," and of Cooley's IlConstitutionai

L-m.
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