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.7he Uise of English in Jcpan,

0 N the day a ftcr îuly arrivai Mi iXoi<i iii the siiiier of 11)05, 1 w'alked oui.

ai(loI< throiigii the \k ka\ a( ""'e el iuy Peaiîgs 10v<ne wlio \Vas

a stranger 1<) b <tii ligiag andt ciî'stî 11 o f tue counlity, tbiis \vas lt the part of

pruileiice f or the \var \,\,itii 1kutssia \v as st iilragi ah nig. iXkio Nvas stifferiîîg

froîîî nerves, andl the ma\ naia \vas acufec. As t wxaiiteretl ab tilt inarveiiing at

the cieverness o<f people)1< wlit> ini stichi a î'as inaze as <tio couid fiîîd titeir way

tbrotigl suii crta ked aid appareiltly l11ieess streefs, il stlidlliv al tlaipol

11<2 thaf [ Ný as 1ial ,e. (itickelned miy i)ace anîd liltar( li hrried footstep's

iîbiiit I \vaik2 mo î re s1cw iy ancd thîe pý, rsuer Msl iteti Iiis j ace tb mine1. 1 liaited

before a 51101), and kneu t liat a m îail \\ as staniniig a y arti bebind nie2 N cxt, 1

thuîîgbit, wili corle fihe toucbl on n1. arii. the igrit 5i1i0U5ti trip) t0 the police stationi,

thîe eîîdlcss exi>iaiatioiîs iii a foreigii tîntie t0 misymp1 atletic officiais. Tiien,

jtnst as .1 had re -oived to t1uru roillffl anti bave il out \viti 111 sliad<>w, il spoke:

-Wliere are y on goillg '-?

'l'ie (question va Wili i1 liiiisi iii stagltliig trts andt 1<2w, withitu ami

o f thli bonfics <'r circlunîlocuftiolis tiM pad stîclh a speech2 ini japaillc. Aîîti

wvitbl the ([leii the q iîcsti)ler forged ahtîigsiîie. -Anuofficiai of 50111e kiiîd.'' i

thtigbt, -but siîrely liof liîtstil,, foi- I 15 smille \\as biand aîîid bis îîainier con-

ciliaîory. i le was dresscd 111ldu "ser-vice serge- \vithb lrass biittoned ttuuîc and

trouiscrs a gtX)tdl t 1( short. ( )iî luis bcati \\,,as a fIat f ermîaîî cap witiî a brass

badge, and luis slîocs liad the asîletu coli r tof Tokio rnitid.

-Wiîcrc do yoni ]ive-,"' lie Cii(jtiredl s\,eetly, ( the Ifirst qutesfioiî stili tiuiail-

swvered l ad 1 toid iniî as well as 1 cotîid. (10a d yoti îlink of japa ?'' O )f

couirse J Nvas tlelighited \vitb thec country.

"MNay 1 cali ai yrotlr liotise \ ery t ftel ', i very nînicli like to talk Eîîliislî witb

fcireigul gelitleiiieii.'

.Thîis Nvas mviN first elucoîluifer \vitb the Tokio stuidelit. 'Hien for the first finlie

1 reahized the streîîglth of lis craviig -foi- a kiio\vledlge of Englisli. This paýr-

ticuilar mi1e accoulpalieci m1e 1(1 muy liîtise aid I saw Iiimi no more, buit 1 have had

îîuaiy siimilar exp-eriences witb otiiers in the streets. ini hotels. 011l railwvays, in

Tok-io and iin the rcinotest parts of flhc Empire.

Thcre arc ini Tokio abolit 300,000 studeiits above the prinuiary grade, andi

necarly ail a-rc litngeriiig and thirstiîug to learui Eîîglislî. The stuidy of fthc 1anl-

gtiage is compiilsory ini ail iiiiti<ll sclîools and a very stiff exainiafion, both writ-


