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of balcaiîies and particas, others yet

more orilate with frescoes, reliefs and

delicate ularbie lace-wark (lecarating

the façades, we couild picture the

gaiety and luxuriance of 11f e iu thc

days "wheu the merchants were the

kings,.. when the Doges tuscd ta we(l

thle sea with rings". We coul(l pic-

ture the nierchant vessels camie sailing

uip the lagune laden with the spails

of the East, or bringing ncws af vic-

tories over the islands arnd caast af

the Adriatic. A shadoxv feli over the

picture as we thouight of the auxious

days wheu the (ieîiese were contend-

ing for rnastery, ai-d for the passes-

sion even of the tawu itself; but

brightness returned at news af the

victory of Chioggia, cnibaldeuing the

amibitious seanien ta capture miany of

the inland tawns, tilt in the fiftenth

century Venice becamne the centre of

thue warld's traffic and the city reveled

in its power and magnificence.
But,

"Dust and ashes, dead and done with,
Venice spent what Venice earned."

IlHere on earth they bore their fruitage,
Mirth andi folly were the ci-op.

Now the.palaces are all gloomiy aîîd

grey, the f rescoes by the great miasters

are most of theîîî faded andi galle,

arches are broken, and tlîere are gaps

in the marbre lace-work, even the

buildings are cruînbling andi falling.

Everytlîilg speaks naw only of the

Past, thauigli of a gay and1 gorgeons

Past, anct it seellîs iîost apt)ropriate

tlîat l)y order of thîe governimeut the

gonîdolas are painted the color of

niîourniflg.
Ou thîe left as le padIled under the

Rialto, the gondlier poiîîted ont ta uis

tlîe palace of the last (loge Lodovico

Maninu; then in early Gothic style the

Dandalo palace built aoî thîe site of thîe

residence of the fanious Doge Enrico
D)andolo, ta whosc mlighit Canistanti-

naple had to yieltl in, 1204 ; lîcre a

twelfthi century palace iu Romîan style;

there a sixtcenth cenitury one in Pen-

aissance; then a fifteenth century

(lathic miansian; and soon one after

ali(ther camne iii siglit, tilt we cam-le to

a graup of thrce, the P'alace Mocenigo,

iu the iiid(le ane of whlîi, Lord By-

ron lived in 1818. ]Iurther on the

righit we came ta the Rezzonica Pal-

ace, on the ouiter Nvall of whichi, a

mieinorial tablet bears the inscription:
"Ercctcd by Venice to Robert

Browning, who (lie(1 in this Palace
Decemnber 12th, 1889."

The Acadeîny of Fine Arts near

l)y .cantains ni asterpicces mnainly

by \Ienetian artists, Vivarini, Bel-

linii, GJiorgione, Tintoretto, P. Ver-

anese. and anîaong others by Titian,

bis Aissunîpltiolii and the picture lie,

was working at when death overtook

hiiii iu Iiis inety-ninth ycar. Acrass

f ram the Acaclemy arase a very highi-

ly arnamnente(l palace bult by San-

sovina, amdin a tiny garden beside it,

la! a touchi of greeni, anc of the few

trees ta be seen in Venice. A tal1 but

narraw whîite b)uildling a littie further,

on, the gondolier assured us, was the

palace of Desdemiona.
Plassing the clîurch of San Maria

(della Salute, a donied structure bujit

after the terrible pestilence iu 1630,

we came ont uipon the broader part of

the lagunîe, aIRl lookiîîg ta the right

cotild sec inibers of steamers and

vessels of ahl sorts and sizes at anichar

in the Canal della Giudecca.
\Ve paddled 'over toward-, the Is-

landl of Sati Giorgia M.aggiore and(

xvotîld fain hiave lingered floating

listlessly arauid the liarbor but our

tinie was up, and we were ini the vi-
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