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inake îîîim Convocationîs retlect wortlîily its abus, its

dignity andî its life. G.

A CLUB SUGGESTED.

Aîî iuteresting qumestionî, for- thosc xvho are at pre -

sent in DiI)i iity Hall, auJ tliose wvlo iutend t'nteriîîg

in flie the comrse of a ycar or- two, is : I Wlmat bas

been the influence of tbe Aluîîîui Conference on the

I)iviiîityr students, on their mîethods of stîîdy auJ

their theological ideas ?

A (lesiralt result, tlo' onle w lucl wr i nay cari-

tlitl sa' lias neît yet beemi attajuttI, wvoulcl be tiI

shew the ordinary student bis lamentable ignorance

of the latest development ini tîeological anti biblical

tlîuught. This is not said in a fault-finding tir cen-

soriolîs spirit, lint rather %vitb a feeling tof humilia-

tion, for tlîe writer eau frarîkly saY that be is one of

a large nîîîîîht'î for whoin the x'ast fieltd of mnodernl

thouglmt is alnîost îîntoîîchetl aîîd who are at the

sailne tiniec consciolîs of the necessity of progress.

Tbat we are liot t'xaggerating this ignorance is

sbeNvîî by a rrnîark Ibat oîîr Principal bas mîade

more thatn once, that in askiîîg tlîe sinplest ques-

tions regarding thic Old Testamîenît Literature, he is

grecteti I)v nothing but blaîîk stares even iii tus owîî

class. Making dîîe allowance for tbe becoîning

modesty of mianx' students as te, answering ques-

tions, there is tinltlutedlvý a large element of truth

iii tlîat statemîlent. 'lle lîlajîliitv' of students have,

no doubt, reatl îlaîy of tlic 0. T. boo>ks imî a scîîîi-

devotional way, xitb doubtful profit, btît how many

bave matde anv boniest and conuectetl effort at un-

derstandting their contents and purposes ? Further,

bow inany bave taken, as a guide, sncb standard

works as Driver's Imtîoduction, Robertson's Il Early

Relig-ioîî of Israel," or G. Adaîîî Sinith's Isaiab, and

gaîniet an adetjîate antI intellig-ent grasp of tlîese

authors antI tlîeir solijects ?

Agami, aîî ainîîîsimîg refeîeîîce xvas mîade soiîîîtinie

ag-o bv the editor of a religionîs journal, tii stutlents

as tbî'ological veal. Bîît wxe iniglît remnark that the

tone of tlic average religions jonrnal of to-day and

our recent comtaét wjth tlic Alîmîîuuii çof course witb

soume nîotable excep)tioins) lias shewniî îs that theoli-

gical vcal is niot conflned to college halls and stm-

dents' rolînîs. It is to be fearetl then, that, wlîen we

pass onît fromîî gooti oltI Queeîî's with its inigbty in-

spirationi we, ton, shaîl sink into a seoui-ctuîiatost'

state and reinain stranded ou) the bank while tbe

deepeniîig river of progress sweeps bx'.

lu view ot these consitlerations, oui- propoîsition

briefly is that tlie Divinity stîîdents antd aIl Post amîd

Undergradîiate imeni in Arts who feel inclined tti

join tlîem, ftîrnî a elîil) or association for a free dis-

cussion nE tbe questions that are troîibling alI think-

ing ininds.
Every truce student kilows limw essential it is to

read extensively outside of the 1 îrescribed work of

classecs. and vet to do so without irnterferingÎ serions-

ly with this work. The aini of this society would be

to hbituate its inieinhbers to a tlnîroiugl and systeîoatic

stiîdy of the l)est andi latest productions of biblical

criticisîn ani mnodernî thonght, to indicate a vaiable

course of rea(ilng alîd to keep thein jntornied as to

the publlication, scopu' and îî1etl-od of tliese pro-

ductions. Besides flie books îîuentiolied above we

îniîght lmcution IlThe Expositor's Bible," IlThe

\Vorks of Profs. Bruîce and EýairbIairn,' \V. Robert-

son 5îîîitlî's IlReligioni of the Sinutes,'' and l The

Prophets of Israel,'' J. Caird's IlPbilosopby of Reli-

gion,' E. Caird's I'E'olntion of Religion," and

IEssavs onl L-iteratuire " and others. The theologi-

cal anti social views of the great authors and poets

and also the' leéutrcs received in class conîci be

freely liscLIssed. It is impossible and uinnecessary

to go inito detail in this space lint we have eîîîpha-

sied its necd antd indicated lint's of wvork.

\Vbat are soine of ttc objections that wvill bc'

îirged ? Are wt' not bîîruened alreadx' %itb class

attendance Have we îlot more societies now thaii

we can prîiperly maniage ? Are not these books and

subleéIs deait wîth in the class-rooin. )Xill not the

Contcreuce froin year to x'ear givc tlîis opportunity

of study ?

As regards tînie, an hour or two a fortnight, if it

could serve the purpose indicated, wvou1d nlot be a

xvaste or a burden. There are of coîîrse inany other

Suc.,ieties and mmîamî of theîîm do not receive the stup-

port they inent, bot not one of them could supply

this neetl withont losimîg interest for a large propor-

tion of its menbers.
The third objeétion is wortbh' of more considera-

tion. We stridents of yîmeen's, wbere there are so

inany incentives te, a broad and cultured life and

whiere the deepest probleins of Pbilosophy and

L-iterature are disciissed according to the best cniti-

cal nethods, dIo not perhaps realize how great our

advantages are wher, compared with those of twenty

years ago. ln a part of our Divinity course there

is nituch that is helpful aud stimnuilating, and we

appreciate it highly, as also every effort of our

Professons to makc the work mtore adequate, but

the faét still remnains that the greater part ot our

course is not fitted to satisfy or even to guide the

deepest yeanîings of the tboîmgbtful student. Tbe

extent aud nature of omîr curriculum, AI'PARENTLY,

does not permit of our being led as satisfactorily as

wE would desire, over the rich fields of umodernt

theological tlîought. Some of uls feel conipelled to

seek a deepen grasp of the living questions of the

day in pust-graduate work, in L-iteratuire and Phil-

osophy, but the difficulty is that we do flot here

approach themi froin the Theological side or througb

the best theological writers. Hence the need and

value of this proposed society, that advanced work

mnay be discussed to supplernent what we are alneady
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