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TRENCH TERMS

TRENCH slang is a language ail its own. No dctioary
will give you the meaning of half ils words.
For- the benefit of our young Canadians who
are preparing for, the great struggle, and also

for our American cousins who will soon be with us in the
land of mùud and cheap (but nasty) beer, we publish 4 short
selection of ternis in comimon use in the trenches, with an ex-
planation of their meaning. Study this list trioroughly, and
when you arrive in the trenches you will be able to greet the
aid soldier in lis awn language, whilst the shrapnel bursts
around angý th~e madhine-gun beats its devil's tattoo in yourý
ears-that is, of course, if the old soldier liasn't disappe.ared
into the deepest dug-out on the first whisper of the approaching
storm. There are some things we cannot teach you by mail!1

" Archies. "-This is the namne given to a rapid-firing gun
that is used to prevent our men looking up at enernv aero-
planes, and [hus giving their position away. On an £enemy
aeroplane appearing, our Archies immediately commence to
fire into the air at a great rate. The shells, bursting high,
scatter fragments of aid iran in aIl directions, and aur troops
at once beat it for cover. The enemy 'plane passing over thus
fails to discover them. Should the guns accidentally lit one of
Fritz's 'planes, a note of apology is immediaféWy sent to the
Kaiser, in conforniity with the usual diplomatic custom.

" Bango. "-This is a termi usually applied to a violent
upheaval of the earth in many places, coupled wîtl queer noises
and deafening crashes. If this appears ta be on aur side of
No Man's Land, duck for caver. If il appears ta be taking
place on Fritz's side-duck just the same, as it will~ be our
turn next probably.

" Barrage. "-A name invented by the artillery ta describe
their efforts ta hit an imaginary line in thie atmosphere with
an unlimited number af shells at the same time. We generaily
maya this imaginary Uine forwards, and Fritz maves lis back-
wards, " according ta pre-arrang-ed plan." A good mottp is
"Neyer look a gift barrage in the face." It is mnuch heal#iier

ta chase it up framn behind.
"Big Bug."-NoL a variety of beetie, but a kind of superiar

Brasa Hlat," wlo periadically descends upan us ia a Rolis-
Royce car, and demands that we produce aur borses and aur

.mules, aur equipnîent and our arms, and lay bare our innerrnast
sauls for lis inspection and edification. Inspires a kind of

AND THEIR
MEANINGS.

Aiso a name given te an imagin.ary (to most of us) country
across the Channtel, where you immediately become a hero.
instead of a d--d nuisance, and xxhere pretty girls take you
out in limousines for joy-rides in the country (maybe>. A most
desirable place.

"lBelgique. "-A kind of non-trarîsferable ticket entitling one
to a journey through aerial spaces with the prospect of be-
coming.an aîngel, should ane's Field Conduct Sheet be suffi-
ciently spotless. Often acquired by people desiring a Blighty.
Most men would prefer nlot to take a chance.

"lCommunication-Trench. "--A ghastly gash in the earth's
surface designed by the Engineers as an excuse for demanding
infantry working parties Generally wanders at will around
the Country withÎ the object of landing the traveller back where
lie started. Non-swimnmers should always travel over the top.

" Ducking. "-Not being immersed in the village pond, or.
ainything like that. Simply the gentie art of bending the
upper part of one's body over until parallel with the lower por-
tions. To be eflective this miovement should be done in the
umpteenth part of a second, without waiting for the word
Iltwo. " Is closely ailiied to the word "anipe. '" Fritzie snipes,.
vou duck. You snipe, Fritzie ducks. Care should be taken


