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on tbe ove af being leit ta struggle witb
poverty, sbrink, coward-like, fromn tbe
change and seek refuge in tbe grave ai tbe
suicide.

If it be granted tbat suicide is on tbe
increase, net amengst tbe labouring classes,
as a result ai the pressure ai poverty and
want, but amongst those who are subject ta
no sncb pressure, tbe question returns,
How is tbe increase ta be accounted for ?
leis u t relaxation ai tbe f eelin g ai awe,
or tbe sensa ai obligation, wbicb is the ont-
grawtb ai religiaus iaitb ? Tbe New York
Times bad an article on tbe subject, during
tbe discussion stirred up a iew weeks since
by Mr. Ingersall's advocacy ai tbe rigbt
ai the individual ta taire bis own ie when-
ever, for an>' reasan, he became tired ai it,'
in wbicb it affirmed that Ilbefore tbe Chris-
tian era nobody tbougbt ai suicide as noces-
sarily a crime." Tbe statement is, prob.
ahi>', mucb too sweeping. Yet it is unde-

niable that ana ai the effects ai tbe Cbris-
tian religian, wherever it bas prevailed, bas
heen greatl>' ta strengtben tbe estimate
ai the value ai life, and the sense ai respon-
sibility and obligation connected witb it.
Lufe, as the giit ai God, immortal in its very
nature and dependent for bliss or woe in tbe
bereaf ter upon tbe manner in wbicb tbe abli-
gations it carnies witb it are discharged in
tbis initial stage, became an inexpres8ibly
solemn and sacred tbing. Tbaugb we are
nat ai the number ai thase wba believe
that the Christian religion is iasing itspower
aver tbe bearts and consciences ai men, on
tbe wbale, but the opposite, we can readil>'
conceive that witb the spread ai agnastie-
ism tbere may be a decline in the influence
af religion aver tbe minds ai a certain
large class ai mon and women, wba may be
described as baving been on the border-land
between religion and infidelit>'. Many ai
these, in whom tbe wisb is father ta the
thougbt, may, it is not unlikely, gladly give
ear tui the teacbings ai sgnastics, and ai in-
fidels ai the Ingersoll type, and, in tbe
bour ai despondency or anguisb ai body or
mmnd, find in thase teacbings the belp tbey

need ta enable tbcm ta throw off tbe linger_
ing rtstraints ai aid religicus imprsions,
wbich bave hitherto tended ta Il puzzle the
will " and make tbeni ratber bear tbe ilîs
they may have ball tbon fi>' ta others wbicb
tbey know not ai.

Wben we set aside the restraints ai re-
ligion we undaubtedly part witb by far tbe
strangest ai ahl arguments in faveur ai the
sanctit>' and inviolabilit>' ai lufe, wbether

aur own or tbat ai others. But apart from
religions obligations and consequences, is
there natbing ta ba said in reply ta the
specious reasonings ai tbose wba wauld
teacb us that aur lufe is in aur own bande,
a tbing whicb we bave a rigbt ta destroy
wbenever we ma>' cboose ta do soi The
influential New York journal above rei erred
ta, pute tbe case as fallows:-

Before the Christian ena nabady tbougbt
ai suicide s necessanily a crime. The

1'bigb Roman iasbion aio going out ai
the world was rescrted ta by aU Romans
wba were tired ai tbe worid witbout any
mare nation ai disrepute than used ta at-
attscb ta tbe barakiri among tbe Samurai
ai Japon. Indeed, we are net aware that
any juri8t or moralist bas ever undertftken,
an secular grounds, tbe treatment ai suicide
or attempted suicide as a crime. Is it net
conceivable that a persan, tbe victim, for
instance, ai aid age, or ai incurable and
diïabling disease, may commit sucide in
order unse]fisbly ta relieve others ai the
burden ai bis support 1 Or take tbe case
ai a single man or waman witbout deppnd-
ente. Wbom does sncb a persan wrang by
committing suicide ? Uniess we take the
Il tbeological standpoint," tbe suicide ai
sucb a persan is entirely a private affair.
Indeed, it is impassible ta defend tbe law
ai tbe State ai New York upon groun.is
ai public palicy or upan any otber than re-
ligiaus grounds.

We do not know wbetber tbe consistent
secularist will grant any weigbt or autbarity
ta tbe intuitive or instinctive element in
aur constitution. If s0 be can hardly deny
tbat the idea ai self-destruction iis repulsive
and revolting ta tbe universai and seeming-
1>' innate feeling ai buman kind. The
Times' statement is, as we bave eaid, mucb
tao strong witb reference ta tbe state ai
apinion on tbe subject belote tbe Christian
ara. Tbe Indianapolis Sentinel reminds us
that Il~ b ile theStoic and Manicbean pbilos-

aphers commended suicide, tbey commended
it only ta the virtuons," and weli says

tbat:
Il It wauld seemn mare consistent ta

commend it ta tbe wicked, if ta anyane,
for if a man recagnizes na duty ta
God, be at least ougbt ta recognize a duty
ta the warld. A virtilous man is ai same
service ta the warld, and no matter wbat
disconra-ements he may bave, be certainly
ougbt to live on and do what good be can.
A wicked man migbt bave some excuse for
ridding tbe warld ai bis bar mini presence,
but it is very evident that the wicked
neyer commit suicide for tbat purpase.
Witb tbemn tbe act is a result ai supreme
selfisbness, and, indeed, there are iew cases
in wbicb it is nat selfisbness witb anyane."

A good way ai testing tbe character of

any generai principle or doctrine relating
ta condnct is ta ask wbat would be tbe
effect upon saciet>' were it ta become uni-
versai in practice. Tbere are, probabiy,
very iew ai us wba bave not, or bave not
had, at rame periad ai aur history, moments
wben lufe seemed no langer worth living,
Ilsa weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,
seemed al] the uses ai tbis world." In sncb
moadH tbey cauld almast wisb ta be per-
suaded tbat tbe Almigbty bad nat Ilfix'd
bis canons 'gainst self-slaughter." Let
but that persuasion become universal, and
everyone, wbetber in fiery youtb, in per-
plexed and over-burdened. middle-life,
or groaning under tbe infirmities ai aid age,
feei bimseli at liberty taI "sbuffle off tbe
mortal -oil," at pleasure, by bis awn act,
and picture the result. We sbrink from
attempting it. One would neyer know at
wbat moment be would stumble over tbe
stark foarm ai friand or neigbbour. Lufe

would soon be bereft oi ail light and owtet-

ness, in the dread of its açccnumlatîng bar-
rors, especialiy in the dark days Of dreaty
November, or in times of epideflic disease,

or financial depression.
Then, again, if one may, for the sake If

freeing himself from bis awn cowardly 8P

prehensions, or of relieving others Oi the

burden of some duty involving trouble Or

expense, divest himse]f of lfue, whYya> he

not carry the principle a littie furtber and

apply it in bis relations ta others Wl»'

should net the father or mother refuge~ to

sustain the lives of their offispriflg whefl

tbey feel tbe task ta ho a burden or a te'

straint 1 XVby may nlot the son or daugbht

likewise dispose of the aged and helPle9

parent wbo bas outlived bie or her u8eful'

lp5ss ? Wliy should not societ>' or the

state improve the qualit>' ai its h1lee

stock by weeding out the sickly, the de,

formed, tbe imbecile î Sucb tbingB wer5

freel>' donc in those noble days il before th'

Christian era."
Apart froni tbe sanctions of religion,

tbe one and ail-sufficient answer ta all sueh

teacbings-tacbings wbicb we can 8CarcelY

doubt bave, even witbin tbe last few eeeko,

since Mr. Ingersoil became their new aPos'

tle, nerved tbe hands af many ta do the

fatal deed-is that at the best, in n'ne

cases out ai ten, suicide bas its origin in'

solfisbness so intense and craven that i

sbirks ail tbe duties ai lufe, aIl the oblig'-

tions af friendsbip and kindred, and, for'

getting ail else, ail tbe pain and grief 0'

iriends, aIl the injury done by perniclOns

example ta saciety, abeys only tbe imle~

af the moment. One of the bighest sel'

vices Obristianit>' bas rendered. ta buliSD't>'

is in the altruistic spirit it bas fostered in

the race, wbereby it bas tauglit theti' to

build bospitals, ta endaw charities, ta Cher'

ish the infirni, minister ta the sfeig

and generally ta deema the nob]est lifO the

lufe ai self -denial and sacrifice far

atbers. We speak ai this bere, siOlP Il

ta suggest tbe test ai tbe raaction ai theoe

principles and sentiments upan the eOu

tien ai tbe cbaracteristics ai the bigbeo

qualities in tbose wba cberieb these altrulg'

tic sentiments and da these altruistic deed5'

We bold tbat we bave only ta co'r

trast tbe effect ai the practice ai sncb pr!0'

ciples ini tbe development ai the Olo

types of manboad, witb tbe effects UPOI,

buman cbaracter wbicb would be the ineqv

table resuit af abedience ta sucb a CUlt o

selfisbness, sncb a justification af a coeard*

1>' sbrinking iromn pain or sarraw, ELs tho'

proclaimed by Ingersoli and the New

Times, in arder ta seie clearly wbicb is 10

in accordance witb tbe iaw ai upward *de.el

opment ai the race, wbetber we regard thae

law merel>' as an evolutionay proces05 'O

as tbe autcame ai a beneficent iO

Wili.

Neaven keep yo rma bad egd

and i rom a man wbo 18 learning the cor
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