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MCR. LANGEVIN

His Grace Speaks Again on the
so Called Settle-
ment.

ST. MARY'S CHURCH FILLED.

The Archbishop Delivers a
Powerful Sermon on the
Issue of the Day.

GLADSTONE AND SALISBURY.

Oratorical Comparison Be-
tween Great Statesman and
Vulgar Politicians.

The announcement that His Grace
Archbishop Langevin was to speak on
the so-called settlement of the schcol
question more than filled St. Mary's
church on Sunday evening.
in all prdbabﬂity the largest mixed
congregation ever seen at one time in
any church of the city. There were
present people of all religious and of
both wpolitical Long bafore
the hour of the commencement of the
vespers, all the centre. aisle soats of
seats were being rapidly filled. At7:15
o’'clock crowds could be seen standing
at the foot of the church for sitting
room was all disposed of. After the
singing of the vespers, His Grace
ascended the pulpit. It may here be
remarked that this was the first time
the archbishop was seen in the pulpit
of St. Mary's since his oonsecration.

Contrary tu his custom, he held in
his hands notes on the subject on
which he was about to speak. It was
evidently his intention to make nome
but the most guarded utterances,
When consulting or reading from his
notes, the archbishop was mnot quite
up to his usual standard in eloguence,
but he made up for this d:ficlency
whenever he allowed his oratory to
take full flight. There were times
during his remarks when Mons. Lange-
vin surpasstd himself. His compari-
son between the actions of such men
as the Hon. Mr. Gladstone and Lord
Salisbury when deal ng with great is-
sues, and those of the men who have
brought forth the so-called settlement
farce—the former he characterized as
statesmen — the latter as vulgar po-
liticians. His appeal to the people of
St. Mary’s will long be remembered.
Following are hig words:—

His Grace the Archbishop spoke
from the text, “O, Lord, I have lifted
up my eyes to thee. In Thee, Oh
Lord, I have cast my trust. Do not
allow me to be ashamed, let not my
enemes laugh at me, for all those
that wait on  thee shall be com-
fprted,—let all be comfounded that
talk unjust things without cause” from
25 Psalm.

He said every priest has recited
this prayer at the beginning of mass
thig morning and I could not but be
deeply impressed with their timely
applieation to our presefit conditfon.
The Cgtholics of Manitcha have been
unjustly treated during six years in
the school gct of 1830 and latér by the
so-called scttlement and we must more
than everliftyp our eyes towards God
and put our ¢pryst in Him. I have
already taken g position on the school
question as itigtands to-day and 1
did not intend/ts speak again just
now, but I Was ‘ggred by 80 many
among 'you, and’sb egrnestly to come
and speak to Our good and always
faithful people of 8t Mary's, that I
could not refuse. - Why 15 that school
settlement unacceptable tp ys ? The
very reason is that it dbes not grant
what we have fought for during these
years—that is,: truly’ Catholic schools,
whether you call them Dublic or na-
tional, but on the contrary, section 8
of these terms establishes and pro-
claime positively the principle of com-
mon secular and neutral schools.
The settlement does not gives us even
the shadow of our rights, anf were
wa to abandon our position we should

creeds.

It was

-of common or secular schools.

condemn ourselves. If there were the
least doubt of the fact that the ar-
rangement was intended to establish
mere secular or neutral schools t
declaration of the official press an
the public utterances of men who have
spoken in their official character would
be quite sufficient to prove that the
real intention is to establis
system of schools on the ruins of our
dear Catholic schools. My heart has
been filled with grief as 1 have read
in the papers utterances coming from
Catholic quarters and expressing views
that are altogether contrary to the
direction of the church. These men
not long ago wrote. things that they
now swallow in order to say just the
contrary. We know that circumstanc.s
are changed! Yes, circumstances may
change, but right and justice do not
change, the truth of the Lord remain-
eth forever, and His justice continueth
for ever and ever. The gystem of com-
mon and neutral schools has been
condemned by the Catholic-church in
the most emphatic terms as dangerous
and unacceptable in itself. In 1878,
Ieo XIII. gloriously lreigning now
speaking of an attempt to secularize
the elementary schools of Rome said:
“It i3 a measure worthy of reproof, an
attempt against the religion and piety
of the Roman people.”Innumerable are
the instructions given by the Holy See
to the different nations of the world
about this system of common or neu-
tral schools. The venerable Archbish-
ops and Bishops of Germany, Belgium,

{ France, England, Ireland, United States

and Canada, have received special in-
structions, and in their pastoral let-
ters, in their venerable councils,, they
have expressed but one and the same
opinion. 'The whole hierarchy of the
Catholic church, all those too who are
endowed with the true Catholic spirit,
and those who admit the great prin-
ciple of authority by which we are all
ruled, no matter who we are—all these
are agreed on the question that we
cannot in conscience accept a system
Last
year I received a letter from the sac-
red Congregation of the Faith, and
in the letter it was stated that we
must oppoe¢ neutral schools. It is
& false prindiple which Eoe8 to say
that Catholic children c¢an attend
without danger neutral schools, be-
cause not to speak of several things
the very fact that the true religion
as well as all others is precludsa
from the precincts of such institutions
has a bad effect on the minds of the
little ones. Religion is then excluded
from the prominent position it should
have in every detail of our lives, and
particularly in the education of the
youth. The Holy See adds: ‘“Thig
system diminishes in the mind of the
child that esteem he should enter-
tain for religion.” Can & Catholic in
conscience uphold contrary principles?
Assuredly not—it would be a peal
scandal for a Catholic to speak against
this doctrine. But some will gay,
“Why do we object to children of other
creeds being gathered with your
children, are they not just as googd
as yours?”’ I have nothing to gay
aganist other children; those I know,
are I may say, most dear to me, pyt
there is an immense difference between
selecting a few children from the begt
families in Winnipeg in a Catholic con-
vent under the direction of those nople
1adies the nuns, and being forced and

obliged to gend our Catholic children

to a common school. Any man of
good sense, any sincere man, will gee
at once there is an abyss betwegen
these two facts; we accept these chiid-
ren most willingly, and the parents
do us the honlor of trusting thedr chil-
ren to our teachers for one of the
very reasons that we do not gend
our children to the public schools—
they send them to us because they pe-
lieve they will receive from us bhetter
training. We might say why do not
all Protestants send their children to
our schools ? In Quebec do our gep-
arated brethern send their children to
Catholic primary schools? Of coyrse
not, ‘and why should we be forced
in the matter of sur children. I have
nothing against other children—in tpis
city I had never to complain ahsut
them. I never received the legst
mark of disrespect from any ong of
them, so Dpeople should not try . to
raise a bad feeling about it and put
our separated brethern under the jm-
pression that we distrust each one of
their children. God forbid! But without
saying  anything aganist .their chiid-
ren, we can speak about the dangers
of public schools as they exist in many
countries where as stated by leaging
men in the great republic they are g
danger to the morality of their chiidren
—and these things can be said with-
out any insult given to any of our
friends around us. : Another questfon
is, “Why do you not accept commoen
gchools for the sake of nationality—
to have a united people?” I will
answer with the words of the vener-
able late Cardinal Manning. Here is
what the great man considered as the
only true condition of things for the
prosperity of hig country, England:
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“A moral union—this is possble w a
. free people educating themselves by
-self help and public aid of the com-

he | monwealth in liberty of counscience, be the trye religion.
d and a healthy diversity of cuiture is plea on behalt of educational unifurm-

given to parents for ever to secure and
watch over the education ¢f their
children in that which they believe to
2nd. That na

‘the vigor and maturity of a nation.” ! ity and no decision of any majcrity of

! Let uys beware, my -dear brethern,
{for tnis doctrine of common education

b such ais a doctrine of the radicals of France, | lature of thig country are

votes can glter or abrogate this fun-
damental naturasl law which the leg-
equally

the truth of the Lord remaineth for
ever, These are the words that have
been quoted lately in a letter I recelv-
ed from a venerable prelate;—*“Your

Grace, you and your people will not .

say after this so-called scl.ool settle-
ment when you were full of hope after
the promises which were made of great
rand entire justice, you will not say

‘and I am quite sure that many honest ' bound to regpect and c¢bserve. 3. That, that ‘everything is lost but honor,’ as

imen who uphold this system would
!never accept the consequences that are
so agreeable to thosg revolutionary
men. They are men of honor and
law abiding citizens, and surely they
would not, if they realized what they
are doing, be prepared to assist in
carrying out here what must be tbe
logical result of such a system. Theo-
ries that are now put forward in
this country may fascinate at first an
honest soul, but refiection will show
that they are dangercis and un-
workable.  Alas! this neutral,’ sec-
ular, Godless educsation, has wrecked
poor France. Many will recommend
the plan of common gchools on the
plea of a more complete secular in-
struction, but I fail to see why we
cannot impart full secylar education
together with religious instruction.
It is taken for granted by some that
our schools are inferior, but this is al-
together unfair and untrue. It is a
gratuitous assertitn gpd I am suar-
prised sometimes to hear those who
make the charge when asked, '‘Have
you visited our schools, did you ever
go into a Cathholic gchoel,” reply, “Oh,
no!” and admi* hat they judge of
them by what some one else has
told them. Surely thig is & very in-
telligent way of acting. How do
they know that their informants are
really aware of the true state of things.
As a matter of fact the informant is
generally one of those opposed to us and
interested in making ‘people believe
that our schools gare. inferior. Men
will go and visit pyble schools, and
they will praise them, but they will
not visit our schools, or if
they enter into one which they are fore-
ed to acknowledge is efficient, throw
discredit in a dark way over all the
others. Is this- just and Jair? No.
We do not want any gdvernment help
if the. educatloii jo.net efficient, we are
anxious to haveithe best pussible area
tg have the best qualified teachers, to
stir up the good will of the parents,
of. the teachers, of the children, and
all this we can do in Catholic gchools
just  as well as can be done in any
other school.  So many things have
peen sald about the state of our gchools
that 1 have to add a few words on the
subject. People have been told there
are 51 schools closed in Manitoba. I
take exception to this because 15 out of
of these schools are out of the ques-
tion. Some of these were once in ex-
istence in- places from which the peo-
ple have moved; others were egtab-
lished in Indian reserves, and the half-
preeds are out of the treaty, and
consequently there arae at leagt 15
that are not in question. Out of the
36 that remain I must say thgt less
than ten have been closed tor about
two years and all the otherg have
been opened, not comsttntly but most of
the time, some have been cloged only
for two or three months since the
veginning of the year, and al] these
because We were uncertain about the
‘gettlement of the question, Consequ-nt-
ly it is not right or fair to say th:t
a whole generstion of children hes
been left without education. No, that
is not the case, but the truth jg that
until the amendment of the school act
in 1894 when we were forbidden to
raise municipal taxes we could keep
up most of these schools, anq this
shows that with municipal tgxes it
is posgible to go on with our gchools.
People will say that we gometimes
allow our children to atteng “other
gchools. Yes, we do in cage of abso-:
Inte necessity and this ghows how
anxious and sincere w., are in
giving our children education
but there ig an immense Qifference be-
tween a particular case of pec:soity,
and a general principle by which we
would accept a state of afrgirg alto-
gether contrary to Catholic tegchings.
We admit that in some cag.g whete
we cannot have a Catholic gopool we
allow our children to g0 to tre pubiic
schools for the ‘moment, but tpis is no
argument againet U8, on the gmtrary
it is in our favor, fOT the cxception
confirms the rule. Again, jt ig nct at
all because we are afraid of having
too much secular education; that we
do not want our children to aitend
common schocls, but it ig pecause,
though we value thoroughly efficient
secular education, we value yet more
iiberty of consctence. Cardinaj Man-
ning says: “Thoroughly as I vyalue the
efficiency of schopls I value the liverty
of conscience of Christian men far
more.” Perhaps it Wil be well here
to  enunciate certaln . fundamental
principles as I find them expressed
in resolutions of the Archbighops and
Bishops of England on public and
elementary education in Apri), 184,
two years 880. They are asg follows:—

“ist. That it is a right and a duty

#

it can never lead to the happiness,
welfare or permanent advantage (f a
state to disregard and ocutrage a law
of nature such &8 the rizht of parents
over the eduecation of their childrea,
be the injury Lrought about by the
process of law.or by aay other pro-
cess.” People will think these resolu-
tions have Jately been written bty
Canadian prelates. “4th. That Cath:lic
parents cannot in comscience accept or
approve for their children a system cf
education §n which secular instruec ion
is wholly gjverced from educati n in
their religicn,” Now, dear brethren,
these prove to you that our position is
nit a question of poiit'cal interes s
since wa expoge to you just the same
principleg that we find were h:ld by
the venergple episcopacy of England
two years ago. Oh! how great and
powerful and sublime fs that unity of
the Catholic Church. I take an cffi-
cial utterance from an episcopacy, al-
together g stranger to this country,
his utterance has been praised by the
Holy See——gnd I Wwould sign them
without any fear because we have,
wherever we may be, the same doc-
trine. This is why our name is Cath-
olic, and Qatholic only are those wha
uphcld wherever they arz the same
teaching in gupstantial, important mat-
ters. Now I am perfectly satisfied
that this is the teachimg of the church
and - I ask you a second time can a
Catholic in consclence oppose publicly
or privately thig doctrine if he wishes
to remain a Catholic? We must have
in our schoolg a Christian, Catholle,
atmosphere, religion must pervade the
whole school life and not be relegat-d
to the end of the day when children
ate weary and anxious to.go so that
to be kept in is a pcnance to them.
And dp Hoet gmagine that we are a'one
to uphold these. principles. His-Grace
here. quotes from. utterances bof Sir
Robert Peel, Enzland's grand cld man,
and others, adding: I have been v:iry
anxious to quote the words c¢f these
great men, men of exper.ence, men cf
great knowledge, true statesmen, not
vulgar politicians. And thesemen have
spoken so, not because they are Cath-
alics, but because they. are Christlans;
because they had due respect for nat-
ural law, beaguse they believed there
are sacred things which no political,
no transitory interest can change or
alter. We ask for our Catholic schools
because they are the best safeguard
of the rights given to parents by the
law of nature. We have the greatest
consideratin for the orinions of the
majority, we are satiafled that they
should have schools which suit them,
but we ask ia it just on their part to
force us into accepting what they are
pleased to consider ig gufRelent? Will
they be less educated, will the'r child-
ren receive an inferior educat'nn, be-
cause we have our liberty of educat
ing our. chlidren according tc - our
principles? In 1870 when the ccmpac:
was made we Catholics were in the
majority. Now we have become the
minority and it is thiown into our
taces that this minerity shculd keep
quiet, otherwise every Catholic m'nor-
ity will have to leave the country if
we continue to protest. But I ask yoy
suppose the position is reversed? Syp.-
pose we were the majority of t° day,
and treated the non-Cathclic mingp.
ity in the way we ard treated, do you
think they would accept such g gets
tlement? Do you think that the pon-
Catholic minority of Queb:zc naving
been deprived of their denomipati-pal
schools would accept from the Catholic
majority Just a fow crumbs, ‘Dt &
shadow of their rights? Ang do you
think that the same men who how
dare to outrage us becgyge we staad
erect and because we are fegble, whilst
they are. strong; do you think that
these 8ame men woyid not come for-
ward and speak in faver of such a
non-Catholic  minority? Yes, they
would do 0, and they would do it ve-
cause they are Catholics, but now it
is a question of thefr own brethren
and they abandon them! We wish, as
does every true Canadian, to mike
this country prosperous and powertul;
we love this country, and we thank
Gcd that we live in it, but if the very
foundations cf the country are shaken,
if the constitution ct the country is
ignored, if some articles of the consii-
tution are struck out, do you think
that really the country will be pros-
perous, and grand, and mighty? As-
suredly noty We are but a minority,
we are feeble, we are powerless, and
we have to battle against those who
are certainly more powerful than we,
but even if they heap & mountain cf
stone over our gchools they will
emerge again for they can never kill

them. They carnot kil cur rights,‘

they cannot kill Justice—for justice,

fthe old King Francis the first did, but
iyou will say, ‘Truth lveth forever,
jand the justice of the Lord forever
and ever.” And he goes on “You will
claim justice bhefore the tiibunals of
men in the name of the constitution,
in the name of the authorities of the
Empire; you will elaim it before the
sense of honesty, the conscience of all
t the citizens who leck with due respect.
to the right of the
as well as to the right
of the mighty, and who- take as
their rule the words of the Gospel,
‘Do unto othérs that which yiou would.
others should do unto you.” Lastly, you
will claim it before Almighty God, in
the name of the natural rights of par-
ents over their children, and in the-
name of the divine right of the church
that made them children of God by
baptism.” Oh! dearly beloved brethren,
these words I am sure wiil bring to
Jyour souls the same consolation that
they gave to me. These words are to
me, like the whispering of an an-
gel of God This venerable prelate on
the brink of the tomb, on the thresh-
hold of eternity, the one man amongst
all others who ‘is personally disinter-
ested, speaks before his conscience and.
before his God who is about to call
him to his tribunal, and he says:
“Yeg, claim these rights before God
because they are like justice and
truth—they are eternal.”’ These words
are perfectly sufficient to console me,
in my sorrow over the regrettable ut-
terances of men who forg:t = the
teachings of their church, of men who
try to raise a feeling against th:dr
church, in the name of nationality, of
men who dare to try and bring div.rce
between a people- and their pastors.
But you people of St. Mary's, you
have always been faithful to us, tcday

coyntry that you are with your pas-
torg; you must vindieate the honor of’
your clergy, of  the whole Catholic
church. Men will pass but the church
of God will remain forever; as said
in the Holy writ, it is t be before the:
world. a8 a sign of contradiction, it
must bear persecution, but persecution
will strengthen our souls, and every
pronest man in the land, and every
man who has the least regard for
the constitution of the country, will
‘come to our help, Have confidence
then, dear Cathollic people of St.
Mary's, trust your church, trust your
pastors, we speak %o you in the name
of God, in the name of Christ. We re-
member that life i3 short and that we
are poor mortal men who shall -have
to answer for our words and actins
before the tribunal of Christ, eud we
are not afraid to speak.ig you, thiugh
the magnates of thkis world may op-
pose us in every possible way. No,

to dta and give gn -gcoount of cur
stewardship. And now I blees you, as
I always do. I eall upon you the
blessing of Godi May He grant you
grace and peade and consolatiion, and
bring you to His eternal reward in
Heaven. '

His Grace the Archbishop
STE. RJS::T ;U LAC.

The much expected wisit of his
grace, Archbishop Langevin, has at

11ength been accomplished. He arrived

on Saturday evening (the 14th) at
Trottlerville and several teams went
to meet our distinguished visitor. The
next morning at high mass his grace
{gave holy communion for the first time
to a number of children and preached
in English and French. Father Cam-
per delivered an elogquent address in
Indian. High mass was sung by the
Rev. G. W. Cloutler, of St. Boniface,

In the afternoon our archbishop ad-
ministered confirmation to over fifty
applicants for the sacrament and again
addressed the congregation in French
and English, both of which sermons
were much appreciated.. The church
‘was lterally crammed and gave evi-
dence of the need of ‘a new church,
At the close of his remarks his grace
expressed his regret at being obligsa
to leave the ‘next day and of thus
being prevented from assisting at the
bagzadr which was held on the 17th
and 18th.

Your readers will, I am sure, be
glad to learn that our.bazaar was a
great success. he sum of $740.55 was
realized, and all passed off splendidly.

candidate; to the surprise of all. She

lobtamed. ‘Al urged themselves to
: their utmost, but some  of our success

have not the gift of faith.
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weak |

you must stand and show to the whole

we are not afraid;, beécause we have-

Migs Ceclly Tucker was the 'winning

had made over $435. The whole neigh-
borhood seem delighted at the success -

is due to friends from a distance who -
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