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THE LATE PRINCIPAL DYKES

By W. G. Jordan.

a le:(“(:s’wa].d. ])yk(“,s was not merely
! ureh, (ff {lll‘llllstcr in the Presbyterian
ch“r(-h at I“".‘-{land, he belonged to the
resentati\- arge; he was a woft‘hy rep-

e S('Ottjel()f the b(.-st traditions o.f
seholarshifl ohurc}.], in re.gard to his
era) mini!, S.t,\'](! of preaching and gen-

N Onlyhternal character. Though it
e pri‘.“‘z“ rare occasions that I had
!le was 5 cge (.)t meeting Dr. Dykes,
Wtenge l_:nf“" for whom I cherished an
or yar ‘Verence. 1 owe him thanks
i Song) help given to me at the
determine to come to Canada.
Teatment of the case he showed
tapes s.“OUM cut the knots of ‘‘red
ut 1T that operation was desirable.
Teverence 1 speak of was
fore there was any cause for
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N Dress noble way in which the
of (; "i-‘it‘ian?e‘l the essential elements

(.Ourage’“t.‘,’ and Y')y t.he t'f)mbination

impor{a and (-autlon in his handling
to Bive v“t affairs. I am not prepared
Such 5 °Ven a brief biography, but in
Magaziio.““la.l as the Westminster Hall
3 they, :)a few reminiscences on such
My - ay not be out of place. That

tong oe I“_Y excuse for the personal

T]lere thl's short article.
s will always Dbe discussion
the best method of

thigs thi the sermon. The
thip Dlng, of course, is to have some-
trugy, 8y—a living message with the

0 H .
wilj Wel ol in it that men need and
° ‘Ome.  Pergons )
u Young ersonally, [ think that

Mmen should be able, after

careful preparation, to SPEAK in the
pulpit. But in this connection T want
simply to record the fact that Dr.
Dykes was one of the few men whom
I have heard READ who made me wish
that I could use that method of pulpit
discourse. There was evidence of the
greatest care in preparation. To use
Dr. Milligan’s phrase, the preacher was
really ready for ‘‘the event of the
week,”” The message was significant,
and it was presented in language that
was at the same time noble and digni-
fied. One could imagine Dr.
Dykes using ‘‘slang’’ in the pulpit,
and one would have no desire for any
such spice, as for such a man the Eng-
lish language in its simplicity and
beauty was a noble organ of expression.

Some conception of this may be gain-
ed from the books which came from
his pen, but in reading the last one
especially—a work on Pastoral Theol-
ogy—we feel that even a good book
does not do full justice to its author.
More than a quarter of a century ago
I heard him speak on ‘‘Minor Minis-
terial Etiquette.”” That was the sub-
ject if not the exact title. - A small sub-
ject one would say, and yet it gained
a largeness and dignity from the meth-
od of treatment and the strength of
the speaker. :

For seventeen years he filled the his-
toric pulpit in Regent Square, the
church built for Edward Irving, and
made it a centre of noble spiritual in-
fluence. In those days he saw the
signs of the times and worked for the
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