manufacturing interests joined together in Ottawa in a me-
morial to the government, advqcating the appointment of a
bureau of public welfare; establishment of a bureau to take a
survey of imports; refining and manufacturing of Canadian
raw materials in Canada; scientific and industrial research;
establishment of a central empire authority on immigration;
t commencement of necessary public works; co-opera-

ul getween Dominion and provinces in regard to technical
education; a forward land settlement policy; creation of em-
ent bureaus by the provinces in co-operation with the
m) government; adoption by the Dominion government
of a comprehensive scheme for the development of water-
power. If capital and labor will thus co-operate in a spirit
of give and take there need be no fear of labor troubles.

Assimilation of Returning Men

Of the 286,000 men at present overseas, it is estimated
that not more than 20,000 per month can possibly be returned,
so that lots of time will be given to assimilate our returned

After the American eivil war it took seventeen
months to disband the entire northern army. After the
Franco-Prussian war it took two years and four months be-
. fore the armies were dissolved. After the South African war
{a mere flea bite) it took ten months to demobilize.

At the present time, according to official pronouncement,
no reduction in wages is likely to take place. The price of
manufactured articles is almost entirely governed by the rate
of wages. It is, therefore, important to remember that at the
present juncture and for some time to come no diminution in
prices is likely to occur.

Canada Supreme in Raw Materials

One of the things that has beaten Germany was lack of
raw material. Of all of the countries in the world none can
with Canada in the possession of raw materials. This
m brought home very forcibly to the powers that be
and steps are being taken along lines of scientific research
so that the coming generations shall reap the benefit of same.
Most elaborate preparations have been made in Great Bri-
tain also, and the investigation conducted in all parts of the
British Empire by the Dominions Trade Commission will be
of invaluable assistance to all parts of the British Empire,
Because of all of these advantages, it must not be assumed
that Canadians can sit back and take things easily. World
eunmition will be greater than ever, and every ounce of
application that can be brought to bear will have to be put
into the elimination of waste, the conservation of our natural
resources and the discovery of the cheapest method of manu-

£
It is E:ing to be necessary to spend an enormous amount
of money in Canada alone on reconstruetion. Our city streets
are in a hopeless state of disrepair; our street car tracks are,

if anything, worse, and in a great many other ways will
(hnuﬂ have to spruce up in order to be as presentable as
she was in pre-war times,

NEW FIRE RATING SYSTEM IN BRITISH COLUMBIA
A new system of rating stores, warehouses, small manu-
facturing and office premises, together with their contents,
for purposes of fire insurance, was adopted on January 1st,
by the Fire Underwriters’ Associations of British Columbia
and Vancouver Island. It applies to cities under municipal
fire protection in the province of British Columbia.
 Before arriving at their decision, the underwriters con-
sidered various schedules in use in Canada and the United
States. Some of the most important schedules utilized else-
where were applied to many buildings in the larger centres
of the province, with the result that the schedules of other
Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Associations, having jurisdic-
tion in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Que-
bec were accepted. The introduction of a new system such
as this necessitates much detailed work, consequently the
rerating of the entire province will extend over a consider-
able period, but it is the intention to deal with the larger
cities first.

The advantages claimed for these schedules are numer-
ous. With their adoption in this province the whole of
Canada will be on a uniform basis, as the fire companies in
the maritime provinces have also lately introduced them.
They are scientific in detail and are based on years of ex-
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