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LANTIC OCEAN FREIGHTS
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minion, particularly the Toronto and Montreal Boards
of Trade, who consider they have a strong grievance
‘n that direction. The dry goods section of the Toronto
board have presented a memorial to a special meeting
of that organization. In it they tell of the increase in
ocean freights on several staple lines, and anticipate
further advances. They cite discrimination against
British bought goods and in favor of similar goods pur-
chased in France and Germany so much so, they assert,
that a large saving is made by some importers having
their British bought goods sent to Havre for reshipment
from that point via Liverpool by Canadian' vessels.

The principle of these statements was confirmed by
Mr. J. G. Colmer, C.M.G., chairman of the Canadian sec-
tion of the London Chamber of Commerce at the recent
Empire Commerce Commission. He referred briefly to
the question of higher rates on British goods to Canada,
as compared with the rates from the Continent, and
gave the following illustrations, adding that the London
Chamber intended to make further enquiry into the
matter, and might ask to submit further evidence to the
Commission. No evidence has vet been taken from
British shipowners.

“I have two illustrations which 1 can give you,”
said Mr.:.Colmer: ‘4 consignment of six bales of raw
Persian lamb skins, packed into three cases, were sent
from this country to Toronto, I think at the end of July
last, and the freight charged was 1 per cent. on the
value, which is about £.1,086, and the freight was £10
%d. This rate was considered rather exorbitant,
ade to get a reduction,” but the
steamship company caid that was their rate, aud that
no reduction could be made. About the same time, or
a few weeks afterwards, a precisely similar consignment
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