THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE.

287

The Battleship Resolution.

The new first-class battieship Resolu-
tion, which has been built and engined
by the Palmer Shipbuilding and Iron
Co. (Linited), has arrived at Porte
mouth.  Sbe was launched on the 28th
of May last year, 5o that the time ta-
ken to compicte her is only a (little
over thirteen months, an altogethesr
creditable performance, considering the
immense amount of wrok done since
the launch, and the drawbacks of var-
lous trade itrikes, coupled with the
fact that her sister vessel, the Renvege,
has been fitting out simulatineously.
The Repolution is one of the largest
pattleships afloat, comprising one of
the cight built under the Naval Defepuec
Act of 1889. An idea of the ecnormous
size of the vesscl may be gained when
1t is ptated that she is forty, fect longer
five feet Droader, and has 3,680 tons
more displacement than the ill-fated
Vietoria. Her displacement 1x 14,150
tons, mnd her Indicated horse power
Morced draught( 13,000, giving her a
of 17!; knots. 8he is built entirely of
steel the ptem, sternpost, rudder, and
shaft brackets being formed of cast stel.
The hull is divided Into 220 watertight
compartments, thereby reducing to the
fullest extent the risk of danger to bot-
tom plating from rocks and torppdovss,
and rendering it pracetically unsinkabdle.
There is o double botom cxtending thr-
oughout the engine-room 'bdl'lcr, and
main mugazine spaces. The inner bot-
tom to the lower deck. The engines
and bollers are seperated by longitu-
dinal pulkheads, extending the whole
length of the magazine space. Longit-
udial bulkheads at the sides extend thr-
oughout the machinery space and lorm
coal Lunkers and wing spaces.

A wloping protective deek of steel 21,
inches in thickness extends under water
ffrom the bow for about 76 feet, and
from the stern for o distance of about
72 feet and between these two points
there s o protective deck three inches
in d¢hickness worked horizontally about
the water-sline. From the lever of this
deck there is a steeltaced armoured belt
18 inches in thickness and 8leet 6
luches wide, extendlng for a distance
250 feet of the midship part of tho
vessel, the thickmess tapering at the
cnds of 14 inches. Immediately above
this Delt there I3 also a light belt of
armour, four inches thick, extending
lor & disrance of 144 feet and termin-
ating at the scereen bulkheads at cach
ond three inches thick, which extend
from side of ship to sldes of barbettes
behind this thin belt of armour coal
bunkers aire arranged, whereby alarge
amount of additional protection 1Is
secured @bove the thick armour belt.
With 1 view to prevent water from
ttinding its wpy below the protcetive
deck, means are provided for closing
the severyl openings by watertight eo-
vert, while in the case ol those which
wust necessmrily remain open coffer-
dams have been fitted with the same
object.

- liring guns,(three in

The maln armemeng of the Resoiutlon
~onsists of four 57-ton breechlonding
guns of 131 ¢pfibre, with o training
of 120 degrees on each side 1o the centre
1ine. The auxilary armament conslists
of ‘ten six-lmeh 100 pounder quick-fir-
ing guns, (four in prmoured casemates
on the main deok, and six on the upppr
deck), sixteen  6-pounder  quick-firing
guns, four on the upppr deck, and tw-
on the main deek: nine 3-pounser Qudek-
military tops,
and six for boats), two 9-pounder R.
M. L. fivld guns, cight 45-inch five bar-
relled guns and seven torpedo tubes—
four bn the broadside, one at tha stern
and two submerged. The total weight
of the main armament is 1,410 tons,
and the weight of tho auxiliary arma-
ment is 500 tons,

The Resolution is lighted through-
out with eleetricity by an installat-
jon ofabout 700 clectric Tanys, anld ils
also equippl:d with four electrice search
lights of 25,000 candle powcer, cach of
which will be worked by a ‘dynamo
under protection. The 900 tons of coal
carried at the designed load line, jwill
¢nable her to steam 35,000 knots vt a
ten knot speed but in case of neecessivy
she will be able to stow about 400
tons more, and so obtain a radius of
actlon of over 7,000 knots. When used
as o Hagship the Resolution _will have
a complement of over 700 officers and
men.

The General Back.

Major General Herbert returned yes-
terday from England, where he had
ween for nearly three monthlis on busi-
ness connpeeted with the military af-
fairs of the Domimion. “I was away
a good deal longer than I expeeted,”
said the staiwart soldier who commam:
ds 1he Capadian army, “for the busi-
mess upon which I was engaged for
1he govepthment gave me considerable
to do with the War and Colonial sof-
ticers, beslides the Admiralty ; and these
fire pretty busy depprtments, dealing
constantly ‘with wmatters affeeting
other fportions of the Empiire.”’

“How «1ld I succeed? Well |, you must
walt for an answer to that question un-
til the Minister returns. My mission
was 1o carry out the orders of the go-
vernment, @nd I shall have to make
my report to the Minister of the do-
purtment before I shall be at liberty
to say anything.”

The Major-Generad was pleased with
the atteption bestowed upon the Can-
adian soldiers whom he took with him
to England. Evidently he is proud,
{00, of the men he sclected, to represcnt
the forees of the Dominion at the open-
ing of the Imperial Institute. er Maj-
c¢. - paid them a prersonal compliment,
nddressing a few words {0 cach as
they were introduced by the Major-
Generad @fter the review at Buckingh-
am Palace. The Queen, also as a fur-
ther mark of royal tavour gave speclal
permission to 1he Canadian contingent
to visit Windsor Castie, “And the

men,” added Major-General proudly,
“rlchly deserved all the honors paid
to them. During their stay in Lon-
don they were attached to' the Guards
amd were most popfilar with the of-
ficers and nou-commissioned olticers
with whom they were assciated.”

Capt Evans, It was learned, has had
his leave of absence from Canada ex-
extended, 80 a8 to wllow him ito take
part in the cavalry mg2jocuvres on Ber-
kshire Downs.

As to the report, already denled by
Hon. Mr. Patterson, that the Minister
had ‘taken advantage of the command.-
ing officer’s abscnce to defer certain
changes in the district staffs recom:-
mended by him. Major-General Herbert
scmed to consider the story too pal-
pably absurd to be seriousiy discussed,
merely dismissing the matter, when the
Citlzen reporter alluded to it, withithe
vemark ithat “nobody who knows Mr.
Patterson would for @ moment suspect
hlim of doing behind my back pwhat he
would wot do it I were faere.”—Ottawa
Citlzen July 28 93

British Valor.

With the name of Victoria will ever
be  assoclated o story that the na-
tion will cherish as one of those preci-
ous records Ly which empires live. It
was &l over in fifteen minutes, but
that fifteen minutes will live In histors’
as lives the Balaclava charge, which
did mot last much longer. The testing
times of 1ife seldom lLust long. The first
dip of the fitimus pgaper in the solution
proves ‘the existence of acid, and the
first moment of & supreme crisis sutti-
ces for o test. And as it has been said
that it was almost worth the ¢normous
cxpenditure of the Crimean war to have
the object lesson which was afforded
by the charge of the Six Hundred-of
the absolute readiness of the British
soldier to ride “into the jaws of death,
into ‘the mouth of hell—'" so it may
be said that It was almost worth
while to loose the Victorin in order to
have so superb an Mlustration of the
mettle of our men. Death in the old
pharse, Is the gate ol life, but Death
is more than that: Death is the sov-
crign alchemist who assays the value
of the coin struck in the mint of 1le,
Death is the Bupreme tost. Invincible
in life, are our bluc-jackets invincible
fso in death! Their drilt goes llke
clockwork by day and by night; their
discipline is perfeet by sea and by land
But how will it be when cach fmylivi-
dual, nay, when the whole sl_xlps com-
pany with all its comfplonent weakness
and shortcomings, is suddenly slung
over an abyss yawning 80 fathoms deep
below, whith not ome chanee in three
that any will escape alive? The Vie-
toria supplied an answdr. Not for a
single momept does there seem to have
heen even o fallering word or aflur-
ried deed.

Not even when the great ship reeled
and quivered like @ wounded thing be-



