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(liplitheria in the Uinited States each year are by no means reliable.

Iii one State, howcver, fairly acenrate reports are made, aiid froin

these we rnay gather much of interest. This State is Pcnns*ylvania,

which. has an cnliglhtened licalth board, andi lias heen distrihuting

antitoxin, frce of charge, since the fali of 1905. Diphtlheria used

to be a fearfujl scourg-e in rural Pennsylvania, and if wvas comnion

for an epi(Ieinli to close the scliools of au entire township. The

nuinbeî' of cases ranged froni three thousan(l to six tbousand a

year, and placing the death rate at the mnoderate average of fifty

per cent., this inîant ftic death of fromn 1,500 to 3,000 chiîdren

every twelvemonth.
Tlien camne the antifoxin. During ifs first three monthis of use

if reduced the deatli rate fo about fourteen per cent. lin'ing thie

ensuing year it worked a further reduefion to about eleven per

cent. During the year following, 1907, it bronglif the rate <lown

to 7.13 per cent., an(I aînong the 3,304 cases tliree-fo-iîrfbs of the

total number-treated on flic first day-to 4.59 per cent.! In oCher

words, the effeet of this free distributioni of antitoxin lias been f0

save, tli lives of froin 1,200l to 2,500 PennsYlvania ehiîdren a year!

Isn'f that clîeap enough for sound huinan lieings-boys wlîo "tay'

live to do honor fo their country, girls who niay become th(e nothers

of Lincoîns, Pasteurs, and Lazears?
The returns froîn the country in general are wonderfully in-

-adequate, siîîce, in, more Ilian hlaf of the States, infectio-as diseases

are not reported accurately and fliere is no intelligent war upon

epidemies. But if is safe f0 say, I think, that there are 100,000

cases of diphiheria in flic land each year and thiat antifoxin is used

in the treatrnent of haif of tbeîn. Thîis nîcans, at a fair estimafe,

tlîe saving of 25,000 y'oungr ]ives a year, or about five lîundred a

week. Wifhouf the antifoxin, these ebjîdren would die.

Ail sncb figures by no ineans represent tlîe entire value f0 the

nation of the anfitoxin, for, in addition bo ifs curative powers, if is

also invaluable as a preventive. In tbe 01(1 days, when one case of

diphtheria appeared in a bouse, it was common for ail the other

phildren under the saine roof to takýe if too. Ail that is now a

fhing of flic past. Jmiuediafely after lie finishes injecfing anti-

toxin intýo the veins of his little patient, flie phîysieian of to-day

proceeds fao give imîinunizing doses to flic othier bilidren, and as a

resuit tlîey escape enfirely. This, it is plain, bas the effeef of

greafly redueing the number of cases, and so ftle malady is being

combafcd in two ways, and in ecd way very vig-orous]y an-d effi-

ciently. Were the use of the antifoxin made cornpulsory in al


