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It sometimes happens that ‘‘truth
i stranger than fiction,”” and what
follows may be cited as a case in
point. The incident grew out of the
recent electric car fatality to one of
its best known and popular conduct-
ors, the late unfortunate Fenton Ho-
ran, who was crushed the ofher day
between two cars on the Place
d’Armes, St. Anne street, Quebec.
The lide of the wounded man was not
altogether snapped by the terrible
squeeze, but his mengled body -was
conveyed to the KHotel Dieu where
some of Quebec’s ablest surgeons ex-
amined his wounds and dressed them
with that tender care and sympath-
etic feeling which tender-hearted pro-
fessional men exhibit, when brought
face to face with dire misfortune and

suffering. And what made the painful '
incident in this fatality more intense’
was the fact that the injured individ- -

ual was a much respected young man,
trusted by the company, esteemed by
his fellow-conductors, a man of
musical taste eand ability, at one
time a popular member of St.
rick’s choir, a helper at concerts Jjor
the benefit of the Church, and a sweet
ginger whose voice was familiar to
those of the parish and city who fre-
quented congregational dramas and
plays at Tara Hall and the Academy
of Music. When to this was added the
{act that he was a model husband
and father as well as being the sole
brend winner and support of his com-
tortable little household, it evoked an
unusual degree of sympathetic inter-
est on the part of his friends and the
citizens generally, and mary were
the prayers and supplications offered
that his life might be spared to his
devoted wife and children. Later in
the same day; of the casualty the con-
sulting and attending surgeon decided
that his chances of life depended up-
on the amputation of the worst shat-
tered limb, and this decision was car-
ried out by cutting off the bruised

member above the knee. The patient .

seemed to stand the terrible ordeal
well and even rested after the opera-
tion, and hopes of saving him were
entertained.

It was at this juncture that the
heroic clerical cffer, as indicated
above, was made by an invalid priest
who is an inmate of the Hotel Dieu.
He had been informed of all the dis-
tressing circumstances of the case, the
grief of the stricken widow and her
helpless children entered into his
soul, and he thought of the longz
years of suffering and affliction that
might be prevented if that young life
could only be saved, and restored to
the loved ones whose paternal guard-
ian he was and upon whose life anrd
energies they depended for their up-
bringing and education and support.
All these touching considerations in-

fluenced the charitable heart of the
kindly, priest, and he weighed this
it

in one hand while he put against
in the other, the humble estimate of
the worthlessness of his own life, de-
_ prived as it was of the pbysical ac-
tivities <which otherwise might en-
able him to render n service to hum-
anity, and acting under these human
{eelings and being jnspired with the
gpirit of true Christianity he volunt-
arily offered the sacrifice of his own
life up to his Creator, in lieu of and
as g ransom for the young life, in the
pext room, which was hovering be-

Pat-*

tween the brink of time and eternity,
should it please God to accept of the
sacrifice. The offer was made advised-
ly and heroically in the hearing and
presence of the good nuns and Sis-
ters of the famous institution, and
made t0oo with the unction and ferv-
or of soul that is constious of super-
natural desire to help the afllicted
and to relieve the sore distressed.

The self-sacrificing and heroic priest
made no lofty or pretentious boast of
his noble intention, bui rather too
bhumbly depicted the vast difference
between the value of the two lives,
counting his own as coming too near
its end in its natural order, and even

_if prolonged for years, he urged the
prospective usclessness of remaining
longer in the world in his invalided
state, It, however, was the will of
the great Arb ter of life and death to
refuse the proffered sacrifice. The
poor wounded man rallied sufliciently
to gain the use of his spiritual and
. intellectual faculties, and had the
happiness to receive all the sacred
rites of religion administered by the
Redemptorist Fathers of St. Pat-
rick’'s, and he passed out of this world
early on the following morning thor-
oughly fortified by the saving sacra-
ments of the Church, the only effect-
ive consolation left to the departing
Christian when summoned to take
the last dread step from time to et-
ernity. On the following Saturday his
remains were brought to S5t. Pat-
rick’s, where solemn Reguiem Bluss
was offered for his repose. The funer-
al procession from the house to che
church and from thence to St. Pat-
rick’s Cemetery was one of the larg-
est seen here in a long time. Many
prominent citizens walked in the cor-
tege, and the Llectric Railway em-
ployees attended in @a body, the
church was filled with sympathetic
condolers and the streets along the
route were lired with people.

| Were it possible for such an act of
" human sacrifice and seli-denial to
take place among the turbulent
dwellers in the outer secular world,
its heroism would be talked of and
heralded to the four corners of the
carth, but happening as it did in the
cloister, <where the feet of profane
men never touch, the noble deed s
barely mentioned outside the walls of
the historic institution, nor is it
thought proper ever to speak the
name of the clerical hero +who leads
his saintly life hidden and unknown
to the busy world, and who of course
wants no praise from men on account
of the superhuman sacrifice he will-
ingly offered to make to save the
life of a fellow creature which he es-
teemed as of much more value than
his own, nor was there either delay
or reservation in his mind when he
made declaration of his holy inten-
tions at the altar and in the most
solemn manner inthepresence of those

who were there at the impressive
gcene. Occurrences of o kindred na-
ture are not rare in the Catholic
Church, whose devoted clergymen and
Sisters of vurious religious orders
have to face death, amd plague and
fever stench at the bedside of the
stricken ones whom they have to
confess, anoint and prepare for death.

But this pathetic incident deserves
mention as having happened in our
midst and under such touching cir-

cumstances.
WM. ELIISON.

loss to the relatives by the death,but
the extent of the injury the dead per-
son had suffered. This mekes it ne-
cessary in order to recover damages
to prove that the dead person had
lived some appreciable time after he
had been injured and suffered pain.
Judge Robinson overruled the
tion, however, and asked to hear evi-
dence as to whether the railroad com-
pany had been negligent. Mr. Day
then introduced withesses to prove
that the company bhad not been neg-
ligent. Lawyers for Petrillo’s estate

failed to rebut this evidence, and
Judge Robinson sawoarded the es-
tate $10 nominal damages. By this

decision Judge Reobinson took the
ground that there had been no negli-
gence on the part of the railroad com-
pany, and did not touch upon the
unsettled point in regard to instan-
eous death.

Jacob P, Goodhkart, counsel for the
plaintiff, said :— “If instantane-
ous death can be proved there is no
redress according to the old common
law."”

Mrs. Anna 8. Griffin, the widow of
Walter H. Griffin, Secretary of the
United States Fire Insurance Coimn-
pany, New York, who was killed on
December Gth, last, at the oflice of
the Company; No. 55 William street,
by an accident to the elevator, ob-
tained a verdict in the Supreme Court
for §22,500 damages against William

De Forest Manice, the owner of the
building for the death of her hus-
band. The trial lasted several days

before Judge Chase, who granted an
allowance of §600 in addition to the
verdict.

Ar. Griffin who had been secretary
of the Company far several years,was
forty-three years old, amnd was mar-
ried on July 15th, 189¢. On the day
of the accident there was i meeting
of the Board of Directors of the Com-
pany on the eighth floor oi the build-

The children of St. Ann's DParizn

made their First Communion on

Thursday morning at hall past seven,
after undergoing a very serious re-
treat which opened Inst Sunday al-
ternoon. Rev. Father Lemieux, View-
Provincial of the Redemptorist Ord-
er officiated at the children’s dss on
Thursdey and the beautiful decor.-
tions of the altar together with the
white dresses and veils of the girls
and the black suits and white
bons of the boys made a most
pressive scene. There were one huii-
red and seventy-two boys and girls
made their First Communion and a
jarge number of others awho renewe:d
it. The church was crowded w:th
parents and friends, who had come to
be present with their dear little ones
at the happiest moment of their
lives.

In the afterncon there took place in
the church the distribution of prizes,
{0 the winners of the Catechisnt com-
which took place two

in-

petition,

! weeks ago among the boys and girls
who were to muke their First lom-
munion. Botl the compelition and

distribution were public and & Inrge
number of parents were present. The
first prize for boys was taken by Mas-
ter Edward Shanahan, ~who obtuined
forty-six and one hall points out of
a maximum of fifty. The
for girls was won by Beatrice Feu-
nell, who obtained forty-two points.
Six other prizes were given to those
who knew the whole Catechism with-

mo-.

FIRST COMMUNION AT ST. ANN'S CHURCH
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first prize |

ing, which was attended by William
W. Underhill, the president; G. H.
Smith, Wm. L. Moore and several
others, including Mr. Griffin. After the
meeting several of the men got into
the elevator, among them being  Mr.
Smith, Mr. Moore and Mr. Griffin,
and descended. '

As they were going down the speed
incrensed and apparently the car
could not be controlled by the elev-
ator hoy. It struck the bottom with
such force that it rebounded.

There was a great crash, and sever-
2l pieces of iron weights attached to
the elevator fell from above, through
the car, and one of them struck Mr.
Griflin, killing him almost instantly,
and severely injuring several other oc-
cupants of the car.

Apart from the peculiarity of the
Connecticut laws, in matters of dam-
ages, we feel that this is an evidence
that cannot be gainsaid in favor of
trial by jury—as we have it in Can-
ada—in ail such cases. That the dani-
ages awarded should be based upeon
the degree of suffering endured by the
deceased is mere nonsense, In the tirst
place there exists no infallible human
means, whereby the amount of the
victim's sufferingscanbe guaged. And
even were the one khilled to have suf-
fered to a great extent, he (or she) in
Ino way gains any compensation for
such suiferings. The object of the di-
mages is to compensate those surviv-
depended upon  the
And thus view-
stitnds

ers whose lives
"life of the deceased.
ed, the poor man's
more in need of compensation
does the one who survives a rich hus-
band. Moreover, there is suvmething
ridiculously illogical in according ten
dollars for a human life. If the lite
of the victitn were only worth  ten
dollurs 1o Lis widow and orphins, it
was actually of no value at all, and
no damages should have been award-
ed,

widow
than

ovt any mistake, and some secuul
prizes to those who made only
mistake. There were thirty-four boys
and twenty-seven girls who enterel
the competition and thefive questions
that were seiected were as follows —-

1st. Give six effects of n good corn-
* fession and six effects of a good Cont-
munion.
|  2nd. Prove that Confirmation is a
Sacrament ?

3rd. Prove that Protestantism
not the true Church of Christ ?

4th. Ixplain the difference hetween
a heretic, an infidel, a schismatic and
a benthen. Also the difference betwoean
Holy Communion, TToly Mass, and the
Blessed Toucharist ?
| 6th. Explain the difference hetwedn
perfect contrition and imperfect cov-
qualities of contri-

¥

trition, and the
tion ?

At half past seven the same rven-
ing His Grace Archbishop Bruchesi
administered the Sacrament of Con-
firmation to the children who made
their First Commdnion in the morn-
ing and to ten adults. The churen
was crowded to its utmost capuceiny
on this occasion and Dby those that
were present tle scenc will long he
remembered. The choir of St. Ann’s
Church under the direction of P’rof. 1°.
J. Shen furnished the music. Rev.
‘ Father Strubbe preached a most elo-
quent sermon upon Christian lfe oand
what the children should do to pre-
serve the state of grace.

VALUE OF A

HUMAN LIFE

Qonsiderable commotion has been
created by some recent and some-
what contradicting decisions rendered
by judges in the State of Connecti-
cut, and New York, in matters of
accidental deaths. In one instance the
life of & man is value at $10, and in
another it is estimated at $22,500.
It is also significant that the ten
dollar man was a poor laborer, while
" the other was a wvell-to-do citizen.
Naturally the judgments provoked no
end of comment and it has already
been moved to amend the law which-
absurd on the fnce of it— accords
such powers of discrimination to a
single judge, The better to understand
the issue we will give an account of
each case. A despatch from New
Haven, (onn. to .the New York
Herald thus tells the story —

“The decision of .Judge Robinson in’

the Superior Court, in the estate of

Antonio Petrillo, a laborer, against
the New York, New Haven and Hart-
ford Railroad, in which he awarded
Potrillo’'s estate $10 for the loss of
Petrillo’s life, has attrocted wide at-
tention.

When the case was tried the law-~
yers for Petrillo’s estate admitted
that Petrillo had been instantly kill-
ed. Attorney Harry . Day, for the
railrond company, then set up the
contention that as death had been in~
stantaneous there had been no apprec-
iable length of suffering between the
time that Petrillo had been struck by
the train and the time of death. He
therefore moved that the case be
dismissed.

In the case of Iuaton versus the
New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad, in the Thirty-Third Connec-
ticut Reports, it was held that the
ground of the damages was not the

THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS.

On Sunday afternoon the Irish His-
of the Third Order of &t.
held their mon-
of the

terhood
Francis in Montreal
thly re-union in the Church
Rev. Franciscan Fathers, Dorchester
street, at which took place a religious
prolession. Tighteen Enrglish-speak-
ing ladies took the habit, and ecigh-

teen others rececived the white veil,

On June 25th, the Irish Sisterhood
' of the Order is holding its annual
pilgrimage to Cap de Madeleine, via
| the Candian Pacific Railway. It is ex-
pected that a very large number will
avail themselves of this opportunity
‘ to visit this favored shrine.

—

At the tombola of the Third Jrder
+which was held two weeks aga with
the approbation of his Groce the

J Archbishop, tlixe following English-
speaking ladies won prizes:—
[ They, are requested to call for them

and to bring their tickels to the ves-
try of the Third Order on Thursdays
"and Fridays from1 p. m. to 5 p m.
The
are:— DMliss Annie Donnelly, Hermine

English-speaking prize winners

1 street, an organ; Mr. J. Keely, St.
Justin; M. Stuart, St. IPaul street:

Mrs. G. Str., 1709 St. Catherine St.;
Miss Keely, St. Urbain street; Miss
Kavanagh, Sherbrooke street; J. N.
Harris, Craig street; M. Purcell, Cha-
teauguay street; Mr. Gill, St. T.aw-
rence Main street; M. Clark, Outre-
ment; Miss Burns, Ontario street; JM.
Walsh, Colborne street; Miss Thomp-
son, Gain street; Mrs. McCaughan, St.
Lawrence DMain street; Mary Riley,
Sherbrooke street; M. Renmant, 594
Sherbrooke street; Mrs. Fox, Dor-
chester street; Miss Crozier, Ontario
street; Mr. Weeks, St. Andre street ;
.M. MacDonough, St. Antoine s'reel;
"and Miss Ouellet, City Hall Avenue,
' (wax cross in globe.)

0

RECENT EVENTS IN EUROPE.
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Elaborate preparations are being
made in Omagh for the dedication of
the new church of the Sacred MHeart
there, on Sunday, May 28, when Car-
dinalLogue,the Archbishop of Armuagh
~—the historic See of St. Patrick—
and Primate of all 1reland, will e
present. Bishop O'Donnell will cele-
brate High Mass; Bishop  O'Doherty
of Derry will perform  the dedication
ceremonies; and DBishop UCliney of 1l-

phin will preach in the evening. A
notable feature of the occusion  will
be the unveiling of the high altar wf

the Sacred leart, which huas been or-
ected mainly by the Irish-Amervican
admirers of the late
Hiughes, of New York, 1o perpetuite
HHEd

Arvehibishop

his memory in the eapital of his
tive county. ‘T'wo beautiful confessi-
ounals, the carving of which wias oae-
cuted in DBrogres, DBelzivne, have been
preseated by the Tyrone resulents of
Glasgow and West Scotland. They ave
all real  works of art, each
over $500 and spenk volumes for
faith and devotion ot the exiled sons
of the land of the O'Neillk, The rew-

costinge

the

elled  vestments  to be worn o e
day of the opening have all been pre-
sented by the exiled Gacel, and have
been  made by the  Good  Shepher |
nuns. In all he expected six hishops
present,  together with the Carbioat,

The organ whirh is already put v
is the gitt of Miss Boyle, amb cost
£7.500. The  erection of the  Churea
wis  beman six oyears oo, and eoas
one of the handsomest eeclesiasie |
structires in breland.

Orinee rowdvisi is e from Jdeadd
in Beliast. Iecently @ iaber m
Orunge hands  accompanied by 1
crowd  of admirers  met at Caplishe
Circus, 1o celebrate the release ol an
individual whio had heen sentenced 1o
jail as an  anti-Rituadist rioter 1~
the bands aml crowd were petarning
from the meeting they burbal waanes

at St. Patrick’s Cntholie Chareh ol
smashed the glass door of the Cenral
Cathelic Club, The police il not an-

terfere.

Tt is interesting to  have the poui-
tion of the *Parncllites’
ty question clearly defitned 1y then-
selves. The definition hus come from

Mr. J. P, Hawden, AL, who, in 2

Sn the ani-

gy reperr

recent specch said that “everyonre W,

desired the advancement and triimph
of the National cause desired 1o see
their people united; but, at the sne
time, they felt that the events ol the
past few years made it difficult.  to
enter into negotintionswilhinen with
whom they had  differed upon great
and important principles: and, whilst

the Parnellites of Ireland

werte sincercly desirous,  and
’ Cod

because they were sin- .

cerely desivous, of having o real  and

true union, they hud held aloof from
negatiations heciuse largely
believed that they were o
as the Parnellites ia
Parliament

Lhose
that they
sham. As soon

and out of

Parlinment
saw that there was any real cifort to
unity upon  such lines,
,and not.antil then
ricus eon-

bring about
then was the thne
to give the matter thuir se
sideration.”’

Smation, which hns

In opening Dumiries ‘Town band
buzaar o few days ago, an  aminent
Scottish prelate made o forcible plea
for the use of national music. The
Dumfries Band, in aid of which the
bazaar had been organized, would he
hoped, frequently discourse thestrains
ol their Scottish nationnl music. He
knew, he said, that it was customary
in the present day for bands and  or-
chestras to affect foreign  music, and

while it was desirable to achieve
good results in every style of musie,
somehow.  or other he did not think

there  was the same pith and vigor,
the same tenderness of seatimenrt m
foreign ditties that Scotehmmen found
in their own  national songs. There
wias nothing that disgusted hibn more
as to hear some of those lekadaisic-
al, ramby,pamby frash taken  from
and

i

some  Loepdoan sdrawing-room
drawled out. beside @ piaso, when
decent olil Seotel song which would

give  vou sense and  rhythm, melody
and music, was cast aside at the biaek
the

of  the piano, The  proceeds for

first day of the bazaar amounted  to
1100,

The Rev, James  Bellard  was con-
secrated in Lonton o few days aeo,
as Bishop of Milesis Sl Viear-ener-
al of Gibraltar. The conseerating pre-
Ldes awvere: Bishop Patlerson, of M-
wans;  Hishop Sowrne, of Soutlhiwark:
and Bishop Mostyn, of Menevia,  The
wew Bishop  has had o distinguished
chaplain,  havipg
nlu, Boer,

P

career as nlitary
sorved thromgsh the and
[rvptian campaicns, Spversly
wotinded af Pel-el-Iebie. Ble also per-
formed the last Tites over the Proee

Tperial’s body in Zulubaned.

Divoree eases are inereasing in fing-

Lamd,  Ifig year the  number of peti-
tions jor absolute divoree, so far,
with 683

The shopheeper

=

Ta0, as compated tine

wrme date last year,
lrigghuest

class proyide (he [Hercettangee.

natmely, 5 1-6 per cent saloon and

hotel keepers  come next  with 3 38-5
per cent.; professtornat men, inchinhing
enginvers and architects Tollow with
4 per cent: and netors, musicians, and
saitors ape ot the bottom of the list

with 2 4-5 per cent.

Uremation is making slow progress
in Franee, notwithstanding the faeil-
ities wfforded for  the practice by the
Society for the  1Propagation ol Ure-
established  cre-

muatories in various purts of the coun-

Ury. The cause of this slow progress

is the opposition of theChureh, which
is haeked up by the Irenchman’s tra-
ditional reverence for the dead,

Divergent  views are stilt heing
heard in Furope regarding the Czar’s
Pence (‘onference it 'The Ehyrue. Ger-
man and  English  eritics sneer ato it
as a sham, andpoeint tothe Czar's in-
creasing armuments and his refusal to
accept  the offer of Mr. Goschen, 1o
stop huilding  so many warships, i€
Fngland did the same. Still, there s
heing

some  chinee of an agreciment

arrived at, for the tendencies of the
times are certainly in favor
auld great wars are hecoming less fre-

quent than formerly.

of peate

GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT ON THE EIGHT-HOUR LAW.

For the benelit of our labor organ-
szations, and possibly of mewmbers of
Parlinment who are interested in the
recently cight  hour abor Bill
brought into the House of Cammans.
we give a few extracts from the pe-
marks of Governor Hoosevelt, of New
vork State, on the subject.

After signing a Bill amending
Eight Hour Law of the mpire Stale,
the governor filed a memaranduin in
which he said (—

“The need of the pasage of Lhis Taw
is evident. There s at present, and
has long been, on the statute hooks
an Eight Hour Law, but it is so easy
of evasion that it has been largely
inoperative, Tt is always detrimental
to the best interests of the State 1o
have a law on the statute books
which pretends to do something anzl
does not do it, and this, of course, is

1the

" especinlly the case where it is highly

important that the nominal end

sought to be attained venlly shouid
be attained.

“The general tendency toward
eight hour working day has undoubt-

edly been healthful, and it is wise for
the State, to set a good example as
an employer of labor, both as to the
number of hours of labor exacted and

an

'der the padrone systemn
for which the State
H

too dearly, for it is obtained at

as Lo paving o just and  reasonahile
wigre. It is even more itmportant than
to reach the public servamts of the
State proper, Cheapness. secured
the employment of grngs of men un-
is cheapness
pays altogether
the
cost of sacrifice of good cilizenshi.n.

“The permission to work overtime
for additional compensation has
sulted in such widespread evasion and
nwllifieation of the purposes of the

I35

re~

law, especially canong  contractors,
that it was deemed <wise to take it
away in most cases, Certain needed

exceptions areprovided for in the bhill,
but there are other exceptions which
must be provided for by the Legisia-
ture if the bill is not to he a cause of
needless expense to the State in vari-
cus directions.

“T shall in my message Lo the T.ex-
islature request them to at once an-
end the law so that in the case of Lhe
public servants who do not in the ag~
gregate during their terms of employs~
ment work for more than eight houvs
a day on the nverage, they shall he
permitted svhere any emergency aris-
es to work for more than eight hours
n day, provided always that this am~
ount of extra work work is in no
case to be carried so far as to make
the average per day for the term
more than eight hours.”



