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A4 Christinas Carol,

I

This night in holy Bethlehem
Beneath the midnight star
Angels and Powers and Cherublm—
Whosc faces shine afar,
In polden charlots like tire,
with songs of heavenly mirth,
Are pouring down, choir after choir,
- For Christ is born on earth,
O happy honr! O joyful day !
Star unto star doth call;
J1e comee, sweet Babe, to take away
The sins of org aud all!

1L

Beneath the elear Decomber skles
On holy Mary’s breast
Incarnate Love now weeping, Hes,
By tender words earessed ;
Creation holds its breathh with awe—
The angels’ songs grow still—
The New hath changed the Glden taw
Because it was His will.
O happy hour! O joyful day
Sing oue ye spheres afar?
Jlail Umorn that scesthe first bright ray
Of Love’s immortal star?

Il

In the beginning Thou didst speak,
The Universe awoke,

A shadow of the Strong and Meek
Q'er chaos mildly broke:

But, on this day, O sentle Lord!
Thyself hath answered Thee,

In Thy creative, splendid Word,

From all eternity ! , 8

O happy bour! O joyful feast!
Bréak, break, O lime, thy prison!

A light {x dawning in the ast—
Qur Expeetation's risen!

1V,

0 wwoel, Sweet, sweet the Mystery,
Unsialied by Sin's sad leaven;
IMid sounds of huppy jubilee,
From joytul Earth and Heaven,
A Buibe is born this blessed night
To men of right good will,
And harmonics of strange delight
The hilis and valleys 111! .
O happy hour! v specehless gift !
o hapless sinners given!
God stoops unto the cavth to Lft
Our natureup to Heaven!
A
Henrts, loving hearts! your place is here,
Like L ps aboat o shrine,
Giving the Babe o kiss and tear,
With tendernessdivine ?
Behold! e stretehes forth his arms!?
Tears 'neath Hissmiling glow;
Hell’s powers Hy from Lis Inrant charms
To cloomy shndes betow
U happy hour! Oglorious day !
Four thousund yeurs ol night
Silent and solemn roll aoway
Betore the Prinee of Light!

VI

Give me thy hawd, O fellow man!
This day unlkindness smothers;
For, in this Christ ehild's love, O man,
shall we not fove as brothersy
Weals, frail and sinful, shall we scorn,
Those temler eyes’ heseeching?
To.day it new Invangel's born §
shiil we not heod Histeaching?
O happy hour! how heart with heart
In cliarity s blending,
Joined in Histender, ithiul Lieart,
Whaose love is never eneding,

Vit

A Merry Uhirbstmas to our friemds!?
And likewise to el foe!
The sunshine of His tove He sends
onall that love helow !
A Merry Christinas to the Saints!
And to the hapless sinner,
Who, spite of gomd will, ot'ten raints!
Chrtst yet shall be the winner!
O hitppy hour! a babe is born
U pon this earth to-diy,
Who polnts the path to Heaven’s morn,
And sweetly leids the way !

vitt,

Hail ! Mother of the Infant God!
11ail? Virgin Tatl ot gracee!
Allthings obey This sHghtest nod
Whose eyad gize on thy e !
Whose biby smile to Thine replless
Whose head leans on Thy breast;
Thou Sabbath of eternlfies,
Where God our Lord doth vest!
A Merry Christimas, brothers, all?
Vouchsife we may be wiven,
Tntil lite's autumn leaves do full,
And Christmascomes in Teaven !
R GRAMADM,
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A TALE OF THIS WEST.

By RALPH NEVILLE, Esq.

{Reprintedfrom Dupy's Iibernian Maguzine.)

CHAPTER V.—CoxTIiNtvin,

Arrivedin London, Binglunn's fisst step was
to call again at the Admivalty; no news ;
from thence lie proceeded to the agents, with
no better suecess ; however, in both places
they told him that they were in constant ex-
pectation of henring from Captain Pennant,
and he resolved to continue his calls daily
until his friend arvived, or he should learn Lis
whercabouts through vither of these channels.
A week clapsed, and Harry, as asml, dropped
in at the Admiralty; having sent in his card,
he was called up by the messenger. After
answering his inquiries relative {o I'ennant.
of whom nothing had is yet been heard. the
secretary took him tothe First Nuval Lord.

u Licutenant Bingham,” said the Admiral,
“ywe reqnire your services ot the moment.
The ¢ Leopard’ is leaviog Chatham for the
channel fleet short of oflicers; you must pro-
ceed 1o join her at onee, and make no delay
in delivering those despatelres’”

Atany other time Harry would have been
delighted with his appointment ; under pres-
ent circumstances he should have preferred
first having accomplished his mission. There
was no help, however, for what had oceurred ;
he wrote a few Hnes apprising his uncle of his
anexpected employment, and ot the failure of
all his endeavors to discover any trace of IPen-
nant ; and the setting sun saw him rattling
over Shooter’s Hill, in a chaise-und-four, en
route for Chatham.

Iler extreme sensibility prevented Miss
Binghan’s cominunicating, cven to BMrs,
Boliagbroke, the engagement she hind entered
into with Pennant ; she had heard of his suc-
cess, was proud of the glory with which he had
covered himself, although she regretted the
capture of the French ship, for she had been
indoctrinated with Lord Fdward’s political
opinions.  She expected daily to see him re-
turn and claim her hand ; until that Lappy
moment should arrive, she treasured her
seeret in her own breast.  Asday wore on, she
bocame restless and uneasy ; she perceived
that something must be wrong ; her uncle's
altered health and manner—Mike's jll-dis-
guised anxiety—and the fact that Pennant's
aame was never mentioned by either—Harry's
absence—all combined to inspire her with
some undefined dread; but she awaited the
result in silence ; and eack day of doubt only
rendered her the more determined not to dis-
close what had occurred. Bingham's last Tct~
ter arrived; she was only made acquainted
with the part which announced his departure
from England ; the failure of his excrtions
was communicated to Master Mike alone.
Colonel Blake wrote at once to the Admiralty
and the naval agents, requesting that he
might be informed whenever Capinin Pen-
nant '‘presented himself, or communicated
avith them.

"Two months had eclapsed—two months of
‘misery to poor Ilate, such as she had never

first to meet the postboy, and contrived to be
the bearer of the bag to the library; but her
anxiety remained nuuorelieved. At length
came two Knglish letters, one official, the
other sealed with black; she nearly fuinted as
she presented them to her uncle, who de-
sired to Le left alone; his hand trembled as
he broke the scal of the private letter, and
when he cast his cyes over the contents, he
uttered a loud groan, which quickly brought
Kate, who had lingered at the door, te his
side; she found the Colonel overwhelmed
with grief. The Captain of the ¢ Leopard ’ had
written to announce poor Harry's death; he
had fallen in action; the other letter was but
an official conlirmation of the melancholy
tidings.

When the fumily lad in some degree rc-
covered the efivets of their unexpected cruel
bereavement, the Colonel and Milke held coun-
sels as to certain legal procecdings becoming
necessary, in consequence of Harry's death;
immediate steps should be taken to secure the
due administration of his estate, which they
supposed, as a matter of course, must descend
to Lis sister.  The Colonel's weakened health
not permitting him to undertake so fatiguing
a journey, it was arranged that Mike should
proceed to Dublin and consnlt Mr. Clipper,
whoe was both law and land agent to the Dun-
severick and Bingham esiates, ns to what
tonld be done oy the oceasion,

CHAPTER VI.
Me Crireer was an extensive Tand agent,
as well as a solicitor in very extensive prac-
tice; in this double capacity Le eculd not
fail to realize o fortune, fur law wus then ceven
much more dilatory and expensive than it is
ab present: jts victims  were still  less ace-
quainted with its mysteries; and relied much
more on the capacity and rectitude of their
legal advisers than their more cnlightened
stceessors do now,  Clipper was an ofl-
hatded, and apparently good-natured sort of
fellow to all who employed him; so long as
he saw his way clearly, and felt assured that
his client's estale afforded undoubted secur-
ity for costs and advaiees, his cheques might
be had for the asking ; his dinners were first-
rate: he occupied a splenglid house in the
hest sguare, and entertaioed none but the
syery bighest people”  He had straps, and
very heavy ones, too, on the estates of inany of
the leading fumilies; and, bLesides paying
legal interest, those aristocratic clicnts who
were 2o unfortuniate as fo be in his power,
were compelled to tolerate the inselent attee-
tation of equality which the attorney asstmed
towards them, and to patronize his partics,
and grace his assemblies, whenever they were
“hidden to the feast,” It was remarked [that
Mr, Clipper never parted with any of his cem-
poyers on good terms; he annoyed  those
who were enabled to liberate themselves fromn

some other office, and lodged it either there or
with his uncle.”

«But that, I suppose,” said Mike, ¢ can le
of littl2 consequence, as, of course, his sister
inherits.”

Mr. Clipper laid aside the papers—sat down
—prayed Mike, who still remained standing,
to follow his cxample—raised his spectacles
to his forchead—nnd said, in a mysterious aad
rather melancholy manner—

« Not amatter of course at all, sir; in fact,
I fear greatly that jt is quite otherwise, and
that if the necessary precautions were not
taken, namely—to have the young man levy
fines and sufter recovery, when he came of
age, and make a will afterwards—it is but too
probable that the estate may pass to his next
male heir. I should bave been consulted on
thissubject. A small expense, sir, sometimes
saves great disappointments, and «if the
sheep be lost for the haporth of tary those
only have themselves to blame who neglected
to take the necessary precautions.”

Mike was completely dumbfounded.

“ Nonsense, Mr. Clipper; that can’t be”

« Perbaps not, sir; you may know the law
Letter than I do; I can only tell you that
‘the oppesite party’ arc quite alive, and are
determined, as 1 am informed, to prosecute
their claims.  Will you be so good as to write
by this night’s post, sir, to Colone! Blake, and
ascertain the fucts, and call on me some day
next weck, after you have received his an-
swer 7 Until then there is no use in my see-
ing you.”

T'he magnate touched Lis bell—a clerk ap-
peared—+ Is Mr.——come ?”

¢ Yes, sir”

«Show him in” and Mike was bowed out,
without getling time to make the slightest
observation.  He wrote as directed, and after
a week's delay received a reply, announcing
that no steps of any kind whatever had been
taken by the deceased young man to cut off
the cntail, and that no will was forthcoming.
With & heavy heart Mike again proceeded to
the attorney's oflice ; again be found Pincher
there, standing in the doorway of the private
oflice, in conversation with Mr. Clipper.
Having his back to tlie outer ofiice he did not
see him enter.

«Well, then, T shall send the notice to you
to-day, and you may admit service ; that will
facilitate matters, and you can afterwards
send it te old Dlake.”

As he closed the door to depart, Mike con-
fronted Lim, but Pincher passed on without
so much as louking at him.  Mike's blood
boiled ; he axked no questions—was his own
usher—and  wilked  steaight  into the
august presence of the man of law, who bowed
formmally, and requested him to be seated.

« Well, siry, I suppose you have heard from
Cwlonel Blake ?

© Yes, here is his letter.,”  The attorney

his thraldom, by nunexpected pecunizry clais.
which he songht to enforee by Iegal procecd-
ings; and utterly rained such as dared to
cavil at his conduct ov dispute his chavges,
without having the means of extricating
themselves from his gripe. The political im-
portance acquired  from  the uncontrolled
power, whicly e exercised over the tenantry
committed to his care, added in no smaldl de-
egree to his importance; he obtained aceess
even to the Viceroy's table. although the miemn-
bers of his profession were then exlended
from the honor of attending the Irish Court;
and the fact of bis procuring snug berths for
some of his relations obtained credence for
the report that he was often consulted by the
representative of majesty, and that his advice
not unfrequently determined the measures of
the Government.

Mike called three times on the solicitor le-
fore he conld obtain an interviev., On the
first oceasion a peer wies closeted with Mr,
Clipper; on the second (o special appoint-
ment) the clerk informed him that Mr. Clip-
per's engagements would not admit of his
seeing him, #as immediately the gentleman
then with him was dismissed, e must go to
tthe Cawstle? on fmportant public Dusiness;
It if Mr. Blake would call to-morrow atten,
probably dr. Clipper could spare him halfan
hour,”  Mike was punctual to the second, but
the solicitor, being particularly oceupied,
could not be disturbed ; « if Mr. Dlake would
sit down for a few minutes, he might possibly

e received”  Half an hour passed, during
which Mike heard the letwrned gentleman in
lond and merry converse with his companion.
At dength the dowr opened, nnd forth came
Mr. Thomns Pincher, followed Ly Mr. Clip-
pers they were too much engrossed with their
conversation to notice Mike.

«Well, then, you'll be to dinner at the
square this evening—Ilaldf-pust-seven, sharp?”

< Without tuil; yon may depend on it re-
plied My, Clipper.

aLord Kilmore will be there, yon know,”
added Pincher.

s Ah, a copital fellow, that Kilmore, I'm
surprised he should be asecond day in town
without calling onme.”

As the friends were about separating, in
stalked this iimporttant personage.

# Al, how do, Clipper? Fortunate to tind
you.”

4 Quite well, thank you, my lond; pray walk
in. I hope vour lordship's health isgood.”

Clipper was following his noble client into
thie sunctwm sanctorum, when the clerk whis-
pered something ; be turned quickly round,
and looked towards Mike—# Ab, ves, I really
wn very sorry, but it is impossible for me to
see yon now, Mr. Blake, as you may pereeive;
be so good as to call at twelve to-morrow.”

1t can casily be supposed that Mile's tem-
per, disturbed as it had Leen by late ocenr-
rences, was not in a condition to be tritied
with: Tie did stitts his resentment, however,
amd came next day; but he encountered
another delay, heard the sune boisterous and
mirthful conversation as on the preceding oc-
casion, and at length saw Mr. Pincher come
out with some papers in his hand, Ife did
not pass Mike unnoticed this time, as on the
previous day, but on the contrary turned
round and gave im a most impertinent stare,
then deliberately put the documents in his
poclet, and stared again, this time with a sar-
donic grin on his ill-favored countenance.
After o moment's conversation with his prin-
cipal, the clerk told Mr. Llake he might walk
in. When Mike enteved, Mr. Clipper was
standing with his back{o the door, in the uct
of arranging some papers; he did not alter
his position, hut merely bowed over his shoul-
der, and continued bis survey of the bundie he
held in his hand, while he addressed Mike
without looking at him.

«Well, Mlr, Blake, I hope Colonel Blake is
well, and that he has not taken the death of
his nephew tco much to heart. Those things
must be expected, sir, and I was happy to hear
at the « Cawstle’ that the young man behaved
most gallautly, I did expeeta letter from the
Colonel concerning  Licutenant Bingham's
affnirs before this; perhaps you have one for
me '

Mike informed him that he had come spe-
cinlly on that very account, because Colonel
Blake's state of health neither permitted him
to write nor te make the journcy.

That, sir,” rejoined Mr. Clipper, #is very
unfortunate, for business can always be trans-
acted more conveniently with principals than
with any oncelse; and I'm very sorry to say,”
he added, #that there scems but little reason
to bope that Lieutemant Bingham has made

woxperienced before. Every day she was the

a will, unless ke may have had it drawn at

glanced his eyes over it—

s Well, sir, it is very unfortunate—inost un-
fortunate. It only shows what calamitics
people bring on themselves by neglecting to
consult those whoare capable of giving them
sound advice. T fear, sir, there is little doubt
that the estate is lost ; in fact, the advese
party is quite on the high-lorse. ITis soli-
citor has just left, after announcing his de-
termination to take proceedings.”

«Mr. Pincher, I suppose; I methim.”

«Yes: doyou know Mr. Pincher?  Ab, to
be sure, I suppose you do. A rising man
that—n lucky fellow. Yon have heard, no
doubt, of the splendid match he s about to
make with Miss Martin, the heiress of the im-
mense Castlemore estates?”  Mike made no
reply, but he could not conceal his surprise
and mortiticution. ¢ Yes,"” continued Clipper,
¢ Pincher, will get at least cight thousand &
vear, and lots of rendy money by his wife,
who Las alsolute powerto dispose of all -as
she likes.  The mateh was made by his uncle
Blatherwell, who will, no doubt, take care
that it is properly scttled on his nephew.
Yes, sir, Mr. Pincher is the opposite solicitor,
and very fortunate it is to have so respectable
a person employed ngainst us. He is sure 1o
do things in the most gentlemanly manner, 5o
long as he continues to act professionally,
wbivh T suppost will now be but a very short
time.”

«Yon make a very wrong cstimate of
Pinchers character,” rejoined Mike, now fairly
ronsed.  «1 know him to be a coward, and I
Velieve him to Le a knave.”

«Mr. Blake,”  interrupted Clipper.  yonr
language, if vepurted, would be actionable.
You are safe, of course, with me, but 1 don’t
like to hear an absent friend maligned, and
therefore, sir, we will change the conversi-
tion ; if you please, let us retirn to business”

Mike was about to give him a further spice
of his mind, but the communication which
Mr. Clipper proceeded to make turned the
current of his thoughts into «uite another
channel.

@ 1§, sir,” continued the attorney, « the loss
of the cstate were all; it would be less matter,
for ¢what one never had, one never loses
but the faet is, that if the cstate does go
(mind 1 say, does go. without in any way
committing 1y own opinion on the subject),
Colonel Blake loses at Izast £15,000 in addi-
tion; and the inheritor will receive it, not
owing one shilling.”

Mike remained silent with astonishment.

« You are aware, sir, I suppose, that Colonel
Blake has directed me, at various times, to pay
oft certain mortgages, affecting or supposed to
afieet, Mr. Bingham's estate, in order to pre-
vent its being putinto Chancery during his
minority. This, of course, I did, according to
instructions, although I repentedly warned
my client at the time of the danger he in-
curred. Paying off incumlrances, sir, nnless
they ave first declared to be valid, and well
charged by the decree of an Iiquity Court, is
u very ticklish proceeding,as the resultin this
particular case will, I fear, show. The fact ix,
sir” (and Mr Clipper dared not look up as he
said il), “that as I Dbefore remarked, if the
estate goes, the money goes with it.  The
morigages wera nol properly recharged; and
this again shows ¢that to le penny wise, is
often to be pound foolish/)
would take no step to protect himself until his
nephew came of age, and was not determined
to do so c¢ven thea. ¢ 3Mr Bingham would)
Lie said, ¢inlierlt Loth properties, and what
use could there be inencumbering one for the
debts paid by the other? T told him things
might unexpectedly turn out disagreeably,
and now my prognostications are but {vo
likely to be verified.”

Mike was too much occupied by his own
thoughts and too ignorant of the merits of the
case, to interrupt him,

«For assuming tlur the opposite party
should unfortunately succeed, Colonel Blake
will have to repny me the advances, made by
his direction; together with interest and ex-
pense, as well as all the law costs incurred in
the management of Mr. Bingham’s esinte;
and in defending his rights, amounting to a
very large sum. Indeed, I have been looking
over the accounts—(he took up the same
papers which he held in his hand at Mike's
first visit}—and made a rough draft, which my
clerk is now copying; you shall see it.”
(He touched the bell) A lanl, miserable
creature entered, handed him a paper, and
withdrew.

« So,” cjaculated Mr, Clipper, after examin-
ing its contents, ©it is evenmore than I anti-
cipated,” as he presented the document 1o

« It’s a noble property,” he continued, #and
would be ample security for three times such
a dcbt, were it properly charged. It will be
very pninful to me, sir, to apply to Colonel
Blake on this subject : but you know that
¢ gelf-preservation is the first law of nature,
and it would be absolutely criminal in me—
indeed it would be a positive injustice to my
family—to risk the loss of 50 large o sum; so
that I must request the Colonel to make ar-
rangements for giving me suitable security.
Security, gir, is all I require, for I should be
unwilling to inconvenience so old a friend,
with whom I have been on such terms of in-
timacy all wy life.”

Mike was rcady to explode. The fellow
was o tallow chandler’s son, in n village near
Dunseverick, and had never been received
there except on business. IHe restrained
himself, however, for, although rash in his
own afluirs, he could suffer martyrdom for the
interests of others.

s And I know,” procceded the «limbof the
law,” i that ready money is not now to be ex-
pected. Wil you have the kindness to take
the gocument home with you and show it to
the &blonc] ? And as you scem tobe in his
confilence, just say that it will oblige me if
-he lets me hear from him on the subject as
soon as possible.  The matter should be set-
tled before the threatened proceedings are
commenced.  There is another paper, too,
which you might as well tuke him; it is a
notice served by the plaintiffin the suit.”

Mike jumped from his chair.

#1 will dono such thing, sir. Do you pre-
sumo to make me the bearer of your writs—
vour ‘bum bailitt™? By (raising hisonken
stick, which was no tritle,) for one pin’s point
I wouldn't leave a wlhole bone in your car-
cass,”

Mr. Clipper rang his Lell violently, and
shouted« Murder,”  The clerks from the outer
office rushed in, but Mike had in the mean-
time resumed lis self-control.

«There is no occasion to ring your bell, sir;
{ have not the least notion of molesting you ;
but 1 won't deliver your papers; and if
Colonel Binke takes my advice, he'll neither
leave his business in yonr hands nor himself
in your power.”

He stalked from the oftice and banged the
door after him wilh a crash tbat shook the
whole Louse.

That night's post carried a letter from
Clipper to Colonel Blake, formally apprising
himn ot the steps about to be taken by Hawy
Bingham’'snext heir male to obtain possession
of the property, and informing him that it was
now full time that the moneys advanced by
Limself in part payment of the debts of that
estate should be either refunded or secured.
T'here was no sceurity for this money, as his
client must be aware, but his own letters, and

Colonel Blake |

as the sum was large #and man but mortal,”
he requested that the atiair should be at once
woumd up. He regretted that Colonel Dlake
had nut communicated with himself divectly,
as he used to do; but that, instend of doing so,
he had sent a person who not only insulted,
but would have assaulted him, were it not for
the interference of his clerks.  He suggested
that when contidence appeared 1o be shaken
between i solicitor and his client, it was bet-
ter they should part; and concluded by re-
questing that the Colonel would appoint some
one else to manage his estate und conduct
his luw business, as he did not wish to expose
himselfto further insult by continuing in the
ciployment.

bMike also wrote, giving his version of the
affuir, and stating that he should set out for
home the next day, as his continued stay in
Dublin could Le of no possible service.

The Colonel threw Clipper's letter aside
after he had read it. . He had no particular in-
terest in that person, and felt no regret at
being obliged to change his man of business.
It struck him as being very odd indeed, that
an estate should not be liable to the debts
which had been paid for it, and hie was by no
means disposed to submit quietly to such o
decision.  He, therefore, merely wrote in re-
ply, expressing regret at the communication
which he Lad received, and stating that he
ghould comply with Mr. Clipper's request as
quickly as possible.

Mike's arrivad atlovded great comfort to his
relntive, From his long absence and retived
habits, Colonel Blake had no intimate {riends
in his own neighhorhowd.  Unaceustomed to
business, and particularly unacquainted with
law ; there was no ome to whom he could ap-
ply for advice on hiis private aflairs but his
kinsman; and although Mike bad been im-
provident and unfortunate hLimseli—like
many persons who have fuiled in life—he was
considered capable of giving sound advice to
others. It struck the Colonel that, in the
new arrangements, the management of the
extate might safely be confided to him, fortlhe
duty of an agent at that time was confined to
the letting of land and reeeipt of rent, and
those duties Mike was perfectly competent to
perform. By this mcans i respectable and
Inerative occupation would be provided for
Bike, and hisconstant residence at the Castle
would be secured. 1t was now particularly
irksome to the Colonel to recvive strangers,
and it was indixpensable for his comfort that
he should have some one nearhim who would
serve as a conuecting iink with the outer
world, with which he was more than ever dis-
inclined to hold any direct communication.

The proposal was gratefully nccepted by
Mike, who, poor feilew, having acquired cx-
perience too late, began to feel the unplea-
gantness of being o dependent 5 not that he
pereeived any falling off in the attentions of
his friends, nor diminution of their hospital-
ities, but he had lived long enough to repent
the conseruences of past indiscretions and to
ambition an independence acquired by his
own honest exertions.  He was no fool, but
only the victim of the vicious system which
prevailed in his youth, and was rather to be
pitied for the false position in which he was
placed on centering life than condemned for
yielding to the temptations which snrronnded
him and following the example of the
thoughtless  and  pleasure-secking  class
amongst whom his lot was cast.

The day of his public appointment to the
agency was o happy onc on the entire estute,
and when night came the mountain sides
were illuminated by bonfires. The poor ten-
antry considered it a Llessing to be released
from the grinding oppression of the attorney,
and their delight was unbounded at # getting
under a real gentleman, and one of iheir own
fine ould stock.”

When the intelligence of this event reached
Mr. Clipper, he Lecnme more formally impor-
tunate; had a regular specification of his
claims served npon Colonel Blake, accompan-
ied by a notice that if they were not sati-fied
or arranged before a certain day legal proceed-
ings would be had recowrse to for the purpose
of enforcing their liquidation. A private let-
ter, forwarded by post, expressed the regret
Mr. Clipper fclt at being obliged to adopt
such a course, and requested that, as Colonel
Blake had appoinfed a land agzent, he would
without delay appeint a law one. A bili,
Bingham «. Bingham, had been that day filed.
and as proceedings were nliout to be vigor-
ously pushed, it would be nccessary to have
some solicitor to look after the defendant's
intevests, for whom lie could not thenceforth

be in anywise concerned. Ile further sug-
gested that some person should be deputed

Mike, who saw with horror that the total &t { to scttle his accounts as lund agent, to whom
the bottom exceeded filteen thousand pounds. " he might surrender his books when a final

arrangement was made ; but he positivel’ de-
clined holding communication on this o1 any
other subject with Mr. Michael Blake. . -

In those days people expected that the.egal
gentlemen employed in the conduct of 1 suit
should fully identify themselves with thefeel-
ings of theirclients. They werenever loked
upon as competent to defend the rights wiless
they proved their sincerity by being prejared
personally to resent the injuries inflicted 1pon
their employers; and the attorney or barrster
who was not always ready to counterbalince
a check in the court by ashot in the «fificen
acres " was ut once suspected of “selling the
cause” and sacrificing the interests of those
who placed confidence in his honesty. The
first considcration which then genetally in-
fluenced a litigant in selecting a solicitor vas
the existing state of feeling between the per-
son pitched upon and his legal opponent on
the opposite side. 1t waus considered kound
policy that they should if possible be the most
determined personal encemies, and no one felt
more convinced of the absolute necessity of
adhberiog strictly to this wcll-established mle
than Master Mike. As the Colonel had no
predilection for any member of the profes-
sion, the appointment rested in his hands, and
as might be expected, he engaged a gentie-
man more remarkable for his pugnacious cap-
abilitics than for his legal lore. Mr. Pepper bad
been imprisenod some months for togging
Mr: Clipper at a contested election—this was
one qualification; he was at daggers drawn
with Alr. Iincher—that constituted a second;
and from those antecedents, Mike sagely con-
cluded that there need be no apprehension of
a compromise and no danger of a % sell.”

Mr. Pepper, of course, scouted the iden of
Mr. Clipper's Leing uble to substantiate his
demands, open war was declared, and Colonel
Blake found himself involved ina Chaneery
sitit as guardian of his niece, in whose failure
or success his own interests were scerivisly in-
volved, and in common law proceedings on
his own account.

During his employer’s absence, Clipper hal
instituted proceedings of all kinds to harass
the tenantry, on pretence of maintaining roy-
alties, which could never be of the slightest
vialue to the owner it fee, and thus, in his
double capaclty as solicitor and land agent,
had robbed the landlord and ruined the oe-
cupier.  Iis bills of costs under those hauls
were taxed after o fearful contest between the
attorneys, and Mike was quite charmed with
matters ns far as they had yet proceeded.
Nothing could be more commendable than
Mr. Pepper's conduct.  He had thrice during
the contlizt given the lic direct to Clipper,
without, as he trimmphantly remarked, pu!’
ting a tooth in it,” nud at length became

mother’s mind that, nctwithstar
domestic' education, and the
‘taken to exclude all suitable Yale society
from the house, she might follow \ier own in.
clivations, and escape from her tut age hefore
the object hér guardian bad in viey could be
attained. 1t happened that Mr. Picher hav-
ing been professionally concernéd' for Mrs.
Martin in some emall matter at tie Quarter
Sessions, where the family so'icilor would
have considered it o degradation to attend
had come to Castlemore to render an asount ot"
his proceedings, and \vi]]ingT)'-ncc-e[)ted an in-
vitation to remain for dinner ; buing the only
gentleman the heiress had been allowed to
come in contact with, he, without sumectine
his good fortune, made a deep impression on
her very susceptible imagination. ~The y ung
lady,_howc\'cr, determyined that he shou’d ne
remain long in ignorance of ber feelings t ai
wards him ; she contrived to establish a pav
vate correspondence, which was regularly dant
ried on, notwithstanding the mother’s vi,~ed
ance, until Pincher succeeded in cntrappi
her into o clandestine marringe. Having

50 far secured the prize, he had no objecti
to bumor his wife's funcies, and becoming :
quainted with her desire to live in Dublin,
and with herimother’s oppesition and designs,
he urged his better-balf to persevere in her
demand, hoping that Mrs. Martin's fear of
consequences would induce her {o resist, and
that ill-feeling being thus generated Letweer
them, his future income might remain uudi

ing a strictly
tudied care

terference on his part. Meanwhile, he toc

every precaution to conceal his connectior
with the heiress, for an application to the
Chancellor, before she came of age, wonld not
only have suljected tbe husband to pains anc
penalties, but worse still, would bave 1eleased
the lady from her engagement, and left hér
hand again at Ler own disposal. Pinche

too, liad another motive for giving such cony.
sel ; be had alrendy become in some degree
acquainted with the unrestrained violence of

exposed to temptation, ina position where he
could exercise no control; he feared her in
constancy, well Lnowing that his matrimonial
claims were legally untenable, and he wished
her to residein town, where she would be su-
rounded by his friends (for his uncle, .
Blatherwell, had long been Mrs. _Murtm',,-
legal adviser), and where he would tind nure
constant oppurtunitics of helding intercotse
with her. . ,
Ars. Martin's rage and disappojuinent vy
be jmagined, when, on the very day she
discharyed from the control of the Chancely,
her daughter announced her detenicinata
legally to confirm a connection whichgle M

s0 violent in his demeanor that it was con-
sidered necessury to bind him over to keep the
peace.  His attachment to his client's inter-
ests could not possibly be doubted after such
a decided exhibition of his feelings, uml
when unable to succeed in reducing  the
amount of his oppuonent’s eluims to anything
like the extent he had anticipated and pro-
mised, he assured Mike, to his great comfurt,
that his failure was not of the slightest cou-
sequence, as they were then only battling the
amount uf costs; which he was sure to got rid
of altogether by prucecdings in equity, as all
the suits for which they were incurred hiul
been unwarrantably undertaken.

CHAPTER VIIL

When the elder Martin died suddenly soon
after his son's execution, the estate passed to
u cousin, then far advanced in life, The per-
son who ko unexpectedly inherited had squan-
dered his pateraal property in the dissipation
of n fashionable life, and when quite cleaned
out had married a widow with a well-paid
jointure of six hundred a year. The honey-
moon was scarcely over before the Tudy's in-
come was disposed of to relieve the household
furniture from an exceution laid on by onc ot
her husband's  creditors.  As Mr. Richard
Martin formed the connection from mercenary

s
already privately formed. The motler's fre
less opposition was made a pretext forics
ing the additional settlement, and breelss
oft all future interconrse between them. o
mediately after the publication «f the T
ringe, Pincher was appointed to the comnne
sion of the peace, and named high sheritid
the county. Captain O'Mahoney's trick W
nearly upset all his designs, but having 14
recognized Ly an oflicer in the ship, to wiik
he was transferred from the tendur, Pinds
wan quichly sct at liberty; and, suppog
that the Captain would observe silencea
the subject, for fear of consequences, hiv dui
minced to let the matter pass unnoticed onti
part. But Mre, Richard Martin was notto
be %0 easily disposed of.  She proposed tems,
and when they were rejected, wrote Tothlo;
Pincher and Lis uncle Blatherwell, threaen-
ing some terrible disclosures. She hadbe
letters delivered by her son, the day previous
to the marringe of her daughter, and co-
cluded Ly stating in legal phraseology, 1¢ihat
they were now purchasers with notice.” fl'ht.—
contents of those mysterious communicalion®
produced a very unpleasant eflect 1pon ibo
parties to whom they were addressed ; tat:
was now too late to hesitate ; and well knov-
ing that any vaccillation on his part \-rpuld
only increase his mother-in-law’s pretenyors,
Pincher sct her at defiance.  Fortune seaned

motives, and bis wife found herself despoiled
to liquidate debts whicl: she had bad no hand
in contracting, it may be casily supposed that
the ¢ menage” was not u happywone,  When
srood luck did arrive, it helpud notto aliny the
tamily disseusions. The husband consoled
Limself in the enjoyment of the pleasnres
which his nesly-acquired wealth enabled kim
to indulge in. He marely stayed at home,
while the wife remained altogether at Castle-
more, her only socicty being a son by her
former marriagze, then about fitteen years of
age. They had not, however, been a second
year in possession of the estate when the ex-
ulting Luly announced to hier liege lord that
she found herself in an interesting condition.
Toa person of his selfish disposition this com-
mnnication atforded no extraordinary pleasure.
Fle had already all hecared for in life—abun-
dance of money to gratify his tastes and ap-
petites. e professed no afiection for lis
wife, and was indifferent as to who might be
his successor. It was only when subsequently
apprised by letter that the certainty of having
a family was now fully confirmed that the old
wentleman began to evince any particular in-
terest in the matter. e then formally pro-
claimed the anticipated event at his club, and
seemed gratified at being quizzed on the
subject by his companions during their
nocturnal ~ revelries. It was not  until
he received intelligence of  the birth
of a daughter that he considered it necessary
to set out for home, where the young heiress
was duly presented for paternal embraee.
After a few months, the happy futhcr died of
gout in the stomnch at ¢« Daly’s Clubhouse,”
leavine this daughter to inherit lis fortune,
and & widow casily reconciled to his loss,
The infant was at once made a wuard of
Chancery, the mother being allowed the house
and demesne, together with a handzome pro-
vision fur ity maintenance, which constituted
her chief means of support, for dess thun one-
third of her first jointure now remained; no
gottlement had been made ab her sceond mar-
riage, becuuse her insbund had then nothing
to settle upon her, and the suddenness ot his
death, or disinclination, prevented his taking
the necessary steps to rectify the omission,
when lic possessed the means of doing so.
Mrs. Martin. thervefore, in & worldly point
of view, had gained nothing, but n loss, by
what turned out to be a splendid alliance.
So long as she continued to be entrusted with
the personal guardianship of her dauglter, all
would be well, for the allowance she received
was most liberal ; but should the young lady
marry, the mother would be suddenly reduced
from afllucnce to comparative poverty ; and
this, to a woman of expensive habits, was by
no means a ratisfactory or pleasing prospecty
she therefore early determined that the heivess
should not form any matrimonial connection
during her minority, if she could help it; and
she hoped that filial aflection, together with
the ascendancy which she expected to attain,
would induce her duughter, when she came of
age, to makea suitnbleaddition toher income,
As the heiress advanced in years, she becane
more and more unamiable, her personnl ap-
pearnnce grew luss nttractive—and her guard-
inn’s influence over her gradually decrensed ;
she scon nequired a knowledgeof hor own im-
portance, and was 1ot slow in taking advan-
tage of it. She made the concession of n set-
tlement, when she could altain her majority,
wholly dependent ona complete acrjuiescence
in her wishes while sho remained a minor;
and caused scrious apprehensions in “her

to smile on the rising man ; disappointment
and mortification produced a fever, whichter-
minated fitally, and released him most seascr-
ably from all further apprehensions on M
Martin's account.

Mr. Blatherwell, the eminent barrisiern a:
Tincher’s uncle being an attentive und.
corous frequenter of chureh, contrived i
sinuate himeelf into the graces of some: pr
sons of rank, who were charmed by the po
ity of his life, and the unbending sternness
his political principles; yet under the garb 0
meek bumility, the lawyer concealed gn ar
rogant.and aspiring disposition ; Le po& yss¢!
no remarkable sbilities, but he had ind.ait-
able perseverance, and understood the xcimcee
of # booing " to perfectiop ; independent pri-
vate circumstances cnnbied him to play bis
own.card ; to join an aristocratic connution
wns the dlrst object of his solicitude, axd he
clearly perceived that his best chance oisue-
cess lay in making his approaches to these he
sought nfter, by the & covert way 7 of religion,
1iis sons and daughters were good-lociing ;
and as he already posssessed wealth, he now
ambitioned station; he, thercfore, when his
children arrived at o presentable age, and he
felt Limself fully enabled to lawnch intw the
necessary expenses, commencetl operitions
ina wost strategieal manner. "There wis no
clhurch to be endowed—no mission to liesuc-
corcd—no charitable institution to be sup-.
ported—no politicnl aet of his puity lo be
sustnined—that his hand was not  epen,
and his money expended with libemlity.
It was always, too, an additional cane of
admiration in the eyes of his patrons, tlat he
invariably divided the merit derived from
those good acts with his family. It was sid
to be « touching” to see his children introduced
on ¢very possible ovcasion; it was at once 8
proof of his paternal love, and of his desire to
gct an, exmnple by which others might profit
No old lady took up a morning paper without
scanning the Jong list of Blatherwells ap-
pended to cach charitable announcement—
until at length their names became familiag to
the public, and were stereotyped by the news-
paper people as a permanent source of dijumal
profit.

Mr. Blatherwell bad attained the rank o
K. C.; and the 4sill gown ” communicated ad:
ditional humility and unction to his mnum_:r_(
but he felt that his excrtions and his expeudi
tures had been, as yet, at lenst, all but fraitd
less ; he was nsked outa good deal, nnd wized
much in the religious society of the cluss|
with which he desired to be identificd ; bu¥|
somehow or other his family were not treated
with the same attention. . He was, however
too good a tactician to relinquish the ai_h'ﬂl}?
tages already obtuined, and too persevering
man to abandon all hope of ultimate succesh

It happened that a meeting was called in}
distant county town, by a npbleman of .muc.[l
influence and strong religivus feeling, in al(]
of the Socicety # For Converfing th(_: Bushmer
of New South Wales to Cliristianity.” In{
the favor of this particular personage P’I“th-ﬁﬁ
well had long endeavored go introduce hi
gelf; lmt liis fordship was%o.ma.n of anciel)
descent, and high aristjcratic ideas &
patronized the nspiring Jawyer 1n publi
chatted to him in committee-rooms;
drank wine with him at clarity dinners ¥
never drenmt of granting the  Parvenne " 35
“entree” to his house, of ndmission t0
family circle. ' R L E

Mr:Y Blatherwell snw thelnotificition an t
papers while preparing to go to cireuit:

inished, without the necessity of any open .. :

hie wife's disposition, and dreaded leaving her |
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