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EDITORIAL NOTES.- .-

OrpiNaTIONS.—In some of the. Dioceses of
this Ecclesiastical Province the practice- of
holding Ordinations to the Diaconate or Priest-
hood at other than the Ember Sensons seems
{o be becoming too common. Ualess for the
most urgent cause, it would seem to be not
only undesirable, but perhaps too a potitive in-
fringement of Canonical law, to ordain other
than at the Ember Seasons. It seems particu-
larly undesirable in view of the fact that it dis-
severs the act from the public prayers of the
whole Chureh; and we can hardly conceive,
under ordinary circumstances, of any * urgent
cause ” existing in Canada for a breach of this
Rale.

AvorHER cusiom of doubtful advantage is
that of holding Ordinations in other places
than the Cathedral City and OCburch. Of
course some reasons may be advanced in favor
of the practice (theve is hardly any cause,
however weak, for which something may not
be said), but we think that the ohjections ont-
weigh any supposed advantages.

Is there, too, sufficient care exercised in re-
gard to the fitness of those seeking Ordina-
tion? Under the plea of necessity—owing to
the need of laborers in every portion of the
Home Field—young men searcely cut of their
teens, and,—judging from the sayings and do-
ings of some of them—far from qualified, are
used whilst still at the Theologigal Colleges as
Loy Reuders (some of them appearing to re-
gard this position as clothing them with the
powers of the Priesthood), and then with
wondrous rapidity pass into the Diaconate, are
put in charge of a parish—sometimes even of a
Rectory—and after the lapse of a year receive
Priest’s Orders. Of course, some sort of exam-
ination precedes each step; but is it deep,
thorough and effective? Too great care can-
not be exercised in this all-important matter.

Tee COuRcE ARMY—ore of the most con-
vincing evidences of the awakened life of the
Church—has not confined its field of opera-
tions to the “ old sod,” but has, we learn from
our exchanges, sent out two officers to Aus-
tralia under  the sanction of the Primate of
Australasia, It is also said that two others
will shortly start for Toronto, [Ontario], and
Nova Scotia. At a late enthusiastic meeting
held in London, England, at which both the
highest and lowest classes of society were
represented, three reclaimed drunkards—work-
ingmen~—addressed the meeting; and it was
stated that there are mow over six thousand
workingmen and women—mostly reclaimed
from evil lives—who are members of the So-

ciety.  May God bless and extend its work.

Dg. MoorHouUsE, the new Bishop of Man-
chester, seems to bave been received with
much favor on his arrival in England. Oar
various exchanges unite in sounding his
El_-aises.- The Family Churchman thus refers to

m —

“ Undoubtedly, if Australia is the poorer by
the translation of the Bishop of Melbourne to
the See of Manchester, England is the richer.
Elsewhere we publish a portiort of a speech de-
livered by the Bishop of Manchester in the
Lown Hall of Adelaide, South Australia, on
March 13th.. Such a clear, succinet and tell-

ing analysis of the various. ¢ountermovements
of the present century against Christianity,
speaks at once for the intellectual grasp of the
speaker. We need more men like this, cap-
able of grasping in a strong and manly way
the ‘difficulties which meet young men of the
present day. We only hope that Bishop Moor-
house will in a little time see his way to estab-
lishing leciures, desling with religious ques-
tions of the age, in Manchester similar to those
80 well-known in Melbourne.”

ONE of our enntemporaries lately expressed
great satisfaction with Bishop Ryle's sermons
on the position of the Laity in the Church of
England. We doubted as to the wisdom of
the line pursued by his Lordship, and we find
that it has not been approved everywhero.
The Irish Ecclesiasticul Gazette thus refers to
the matter:—

- “It is. a pity that a good man like Bishop
Ryle cannot abstain from ecclesiastical pole-
mics. His Lordship seldom delivers himself
of a public uiterance without falling foul of a
large number of his fellow-Churchmen. Would
it not be far better if his Lordship devoted
himself heart and soul to the development of
the apiritual and m:terial interests of the great
diocese over which he has been called in the
rrovidence of God to preside? It is strange
to fird an English Bishop thus attacking his
Church, and declaring that while ‘the Scotch
Presbyterians, the English Nonconformists, the
American Episcopalians, all realize the import-
ance of this principle (sharing in ail Church
matters), and take care to carry it out, the
Church of England alone has lost sight of this
principle altogether. . . . . The conse-
quence i8 that, as a body, the laity neither
know, nor care, nor feel, nor understand, nor
think, nor read, nor exercise their minds, nor
trouble their heads much, about Church affairs.”
Is such a thing true of English Churchmen ? Is
there another Church in the world whoee lay
members are so profoundly and Practically in-
terested about ¢ Church affajrs?’ It is com-
puted that the English laity, *who neither
know, nor care, nor feel, nor understand, nor
think, nor read, nor exercise their minds, nor
trouble their heads much, about Church affairs,’
contribute some seven or eight millions a year
in voluntary contributions towards religious
objects of one kind or another. The Qfficial
Year Book for 1884 shows that nearly £4,000,000
were expended on distinctively Cnwrch pur-
poses, and yet Dr, Ryle ungenerously sets up
the sects against English Churchmen, and
scolds the Iatter for their want of ‘ zeal, intel-
ligence and activity.” This attack on the Kng-
lish Church laity was delivered by the Bishop
from the pulpit of Wincheater Cathedral,

-Our beloved Queen—the anniversary of
whose birth will again have come and gone ere
this number reaches our readers—has endeared
herself still further to her Colonial subjects by
the hearty interest which she has taken in the
Great Colonial and Indian Exhibition, which
was opened by Her in person, with magnificent
and grandly imposing ceremonies on the 4th
instant, at South Xensington, London. The
English Churchman says:

“The coremonial observed exceeded in mag-
nificence and gorgeons pomp everything of a
similer nature since the opening of the Great
Exhibition in Hyde Park, in 1851. The Queen
came up from Windsor,and was received by the
Prince of Wales, the Execative Commissioners,
and a most brilliant assembly; in whichall the
bighest dignitaries in Church and State were
represented with one exception. The absence
of the Prime Minister from this grand State
ceremonial cannot fail to attract notice. The
Times hints that it is significant. It cannot
but be noted that at & gathering to inaugu-

rate an undertsking intended expressly to

“ strengthen the bonds of -union which now
exist in every portion of the Empire” the Chief
Minister of the Crown was not in his place,

" The Royal procession passed through the
Exhibition to the Albert Hall, amidst lond and
repeated cheers from the large corcourse of-
spectators, which the Queen graciously ack-
nowledged. The Hall issaid to seat 12,000
persons and very few places were unoccupied.
Here the opening coremony took place. The
National Anthem was sung by tho choir, the
first verse in English, tho second in Sanskrit,
the third again in English ; then an odo written
for the occasion by the Poet Laureate. After
this His Royal Highness, the Executive Presid-
ent, read a report of proceedings, to which the
Queen replied. Thereupon the Lord Chamber-
lain, by Her Majesty’s command, declared “The
Exhibition open.” = Then camo a flourish of
trumpots, followed by a prayer offere’l by the
Avchbishop of Canterbury, and the Hallelujah
Chorus. Madame Albani sang ‘ Home, Sweot
Home,” and as the Queen loft the building
“Rule Britannia” was sung by the choir of the
Albert Hall. The Queen proceeded to. Buclk-
ingham Palace.” '

Or course thoe new Bishop of Manchestor
couid not escape the attack of the ubiquitous
‘“interviewer” of tho secular press; but, ac-
cording to the statement of the English Church-
man, the Pall Mall Gazette gontleman got
little satisfuction in regard to the theological
opinions of his Lovdship. Asked with refer-
enco to his theological opinions, the Bishop
said that “ he thought it his duty to be as com--
prehensive as the Church horself, and to con-
sider int he bestowal of preferment not so

much the theological opinions of his clergy as
their earnestness and fidelity in work.”

Tae Family Churchnan (London, England)
gives 18 a noto of the activity which now -
marks all our great churches, irrespective of
theological complexion, that at Kensington
parish ehurch (the viear of which is an earnest
Bvangolical Churchman) there were services
on Baster Dry from 5.45 am. to 10 p.m., and
the communicants on that day numbered 1,331,
At St. Peter’s, Eaton Square, and its chapels of
ease, there wore fifteen services during the day.

The members of one cheir spent nearly nine
hours in church on that day |

CORRESPONDENCE.
DIOCESAN DIVINITY DEGREES,

—

To the Editor of THE CnuroE GUARDIAN :

Dxrar Sir,—Should the Synosd be asked-to
vote on the question of granting Diocesan Div-
inity Degrees is it not worth while to consider
whether those desiring unity would be consist-
ent to initiate this step? It appeurs at least to
be in the direction of perpetuating party spirit
at-the racrifice of ihe strength of our beloved
Church in the Provinee of Quebee, Should this
matter be pushed, some will sorely feel that the
Church will be wounded in the houso of her
{friends. Rivalry between universities is to a
certain extent natural and beneflcial; but from
the Churchman’s point of view, how can he vote
for dear Mother Church fo be divided against
herself, and unfortunately in the present in-
stance rivalry between the former will have the
tendency to produce division within the latter,
8o it seems to one who would sink scct forsolid
strength, and would cultivate that spirit that
“ pgjoiceth in the truth ; beareth all things, be-
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things.” ! Charity never faileth.” ‘

Yours faithfully and hopefully,
GRACE,



