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Notes of the Week,

(e}

This week will see the opening of a new session
of the Tarliament of Canada. As the country
grows in population the meetings of our Dominion
Legislature must hecome more and moro important.
And while party polities are to Do aceepted as on
the whole the best means of representing the views
of the peaple, it is to be hoped that the asperitics
of former yenrs mey bn unknown, and that the
debates may be conduocted with that courtesy and
forbearance und Christian charity which gentlemen
in private lifo gladly accord to onme another. The
scenes of former years cannot ho re-enacted without
bringing disgrace not simply on the individuals mors
jmmediately concerned, but upon tho whole country.
Let our lagislators remember their own and their
country’s honor. Very numerous and important have
been tho changes in the Cabinot predicted by a
cerlain section of the press, but it does not appear
that there is any foundation for the reporls. Woe
ave satisfied that to manage a department efficiently
is no easy mattor, and none hut a strong man physi-
cally can hops to retain the position for many years
without feeling its effects upon his health. M.
Mackenzia and Sir Charles Tupper, not to name
others, aro cases in point, although the country is
glad to know that hoth these distingnished public
men will be able to partisipate in the work of the
present session.

Post-office savings-bavks on the English model
have very rocently been opened in all parts of Aus-
trin.  The number of deposits was reported to le
remarkable. The fivst depositor in the chief oflice
in Vienua was the Emperor.  Would ot such a
system he graatly in advanee of our present Cana
dian system 2 Should a change tuke place, it ix
1o be hoped that the vule which s now practiesily
in some cases a logs of two months' interest to the
dopositer, may be changed, and interocst date frem
the day the doposit is made to thé day it is with-
drawn. :

No date has yot been definitely fixed for the en-
thronemont of the Archbishop-designats in Canter-
bury COuthedral.  The ceremony will, however,
take place us soon after Faster as possible.  As an
evidence of the goodwill and respeet in which the
new  Avchbishop is held by Christinns of other
names, we take the following from an Eunglish pa-
per :—Ab the anniversary dinmer of the “Iruro
Axricultwal Exchange,” on January 10th, the teast
of “The Dishop, clurgy, and ministers of all de-
nominations’ was proposed Dby Mr. A. Jonnings, a
meuyber of the Wesleyan Lody, mayor of' Lrure in
1880 and 1881, After expressing his regret ut the
absence of the Bishop of Trwio, the speaker remark-
ed that he was sure “thoy had learnt with satistae-
tion that Dr. Benson had been elevated to the
Primacy, slthough ho was cqually sure ihey would
rogrot Lo loso his services in Corpwall,  livery one
would acknow!ledge thal Lo had been tho means of

- doing great good, and had won not only the affec-
tions of his own clevgy, but (ke respect of members
of all other denominations.”  Among those who re-
sponded to vhe toast was tho Rev. A, Freeman, a
leading Weslayan minister, who also “regretted the
absisnes of Dr. }icnson, ag he had got to know
so much of his lordship that he felt a sovt of
bereavement ab the prospect of parting with
him. e had begun to feel that they would have
warked cordially together on common grouud in
many instances for the common weal.”

The effarts of the Methodists to promote a union
of the nnmerous existing sects into which thay are
eplit seem to meet with much opposition, and it is
certain that if earvied there will be a strong minority
apposed to it, which unhappily, it is to be feared,
will result in the peipetuation of the existing divi-
sions on a smaller scale. As far as the Church of
LEngland is concerned, wo hail with groat satisfac-
tion all efforts which tend to lessen the nuwmber of
opposing sects and parties, and therefors take a deep
interest 1o the sucecess of the movemont. '

The English Guardian's Egyptian correspondent
gays that it has been decided to begin forthwith the
process of adapting the Suez Canal t¢ a traffic of
about 10,000,000 tons, or double the present

amount. The contemplated works comprise the
enlargement of okl and the construction of new
stations, and the widening* of the cansl, which
works will be undertaken in the order of their im-
portance. It is expected that cventuslly o second
channel will becoine necessary, which would involvoe
nogotiations for the acquirement of land and the
settlement of compensations,

It will give great salisfaction to every humane
person to kuow that the Prince and Princess of
Wales ars using their influence to doaway with
pigeon shooting as now practiced-in England. This
crael sport is almost worse than bull batting, which
has long since been condemned, and yet most ex-
cellent people ameng the nobility and gentry of
England have beon guilly of linding enjoyment in
tho cruel pastitne which the future heir to the
throne has now set his face and influcnce against.
The practice must now stop, and the only wonder
is that it should have been tolerated so long.
There are evils in connection with sporting in
Canada, not so bad as the practico of pigeon shoot-
ing, hut Lad enough for eruelty, which it would be
well for the Camme Commissioners or the Society
for the Trevention of Cruelty to Animals tu sco
ahout and correct.

Tha ex-Empress ugenio having felt hurt at some
newspaper criticisms hasanthorizod a statement of the
motives for her recant action, which appeared in the
doruing LPost, in which she says that her scle
desire in visiling Paris was to bring about a perfect
reconciiiation in the Donaparte family. She de-
clares that she has o future in France, aud will
never leave the country which contains Lhe oshes
of her hushand and her only son.  If this be so, il
would preveut much misuoderstanding, as it would
save her much annoyance if she let French polities
alonc altogether,and enjoy the hospitality of Fagland
in peace. . Otherwise, her life may bo made a most
unhappy ouve.

There scems good reason to believe that at Iasl
the Pheenix Park Murdors will he hrought home to
the proper parties, and the murderers receive the
justreward of their crimes. It appenrs that fully
twenty persons are more or less implicated, most of
whom are under arrest, and that evidenca will be
furthcoming to identily them with the aet, as well
as to unfold proceedings in connection with the
preparations for the murders. Probably, recent
prompt convictions and the large reward offered,
have contributed to theso results, slthough they
wust be mainly dus to the aetivity and skill of the
police. Lot us hope that the end of the Trish dis-
turbances is near.

The condition of things in YFrance has in no way
improved. Mozt conflicting statements appear in
our daily prezs as to what the result will be. Some
maintain that the Monarchists in the Senior Prince
of 1he House of Orleans will suceced {n renching
the Thione ; others that the legitimist or Bova-
parte Dynasty will como ol viciorions, while a
third are most decided in their views that nothing
can shako the Republie.

It is perhaps more difficult to read the futuse
becausn of the uncertainty of the French character.
The cry “Vive la Itepublique” of to day may be-
come the no less vociferous shout, “Vive 1I' En-
pereur” of to-morrow. A Vienua despatch to Lon-
don says thub the conviction is gaining ground in
Germany that the French are on the ove of fresh
troubles. The position of affairs is likely to grow
worse before it improves. ‘T'he crisis has thrown
France's relations with tho Turopean powers into
confusion.

The building in which the great International
Fisheries Exhibition is to be held in London in
May has been privately inspected by the Executive
Committee wio have the matter in hand. 1t will
prove inleresting to the Canadian exhibitors to
Iearn that the Chaivman of the Committos sxpeetls
the exhibition will be a brilliant suceess, and says
thatr every foot of space in the building will be
filled. The last accession was that of Russia,
which for some time had held aloof, but now asks
for 10,000 feet.of space. It was also anpounced
that the Queen had promised, if her engagoments

permitted, to open tho exhibition May 1st, so that

nothing will be wanting to give celat to the ocea-
sion. If Canada does as woll as she can do wo
have uo fear {or the rosult.

Last week we wore speaking of the oxcessive dis-
play and undus exponse of funerals. Among our
English items this week we note the following :—
“Amongst the recently proved wills is that of tho
lata Lord Keano, who desived that his funeral ex-
penses might not excced £50, adding ‘My father’s
cost £500, which I consider a shameful waste of
money.!” It is very evident that the reform has
taken a deop hold upon the Inglish people of tho
best class, and will become of universal practice.

Dispatches say that both the Jwperor William
and Princo Bismarck are very ill. The aged Xan-
peror is now in his 87th year, and Bismarck is over
75, so that it cannot be a surprise if at any time we
hear thut they have been removed from eurth.
Having in view the present uncertain stalo of
Ewrope, we may thank Gop that the Emperor will
leave as his successor a brave amd noble prinee,
wlhose Christian integrity,moderation and enlighten-
ment are well kuown, With England and Ger-
maay nwore closely united by the ti-s of Dblood as
well ag aven stronger hands, we may conlidently
Liope to find éach supporting tho other in upholiling
enlarged and liberal views before the eyes of tho
rest of ILurope.

The TFrench journal, L& Canadu, of Quebec,
urges, wo see, the right ot the Frenelh population
ol the Maritime Provinees to three Senators, hased
on the populalion of the soveral Provinces. 1t
will, we ure sure, be o the interests of our country
when these scetional cries wre altogether ignored,
and offices and places of honor given to the most
deserving, irrespective of ereed, color, orrace. No
greater evil could well befal our country than what
might be expeeted to fullow the heeding of such a
suggestion as Le Canade makes. We ars nob
Frenclunen, or Irishmen, or Scotchmen, but Cana-
djang, on whom it rests to rear a great mnationality
under the regis of Dritain, which we shall ever love
to call the mother-land. As regards “rights,” lot
all other rights be merged in the one, and leb o
uoble and patriotic emulation inspire us to Jive
and work with high aspirdliens m view. The
Freneh speaking population have equal rights with
the English, but let them esrn and claim them as
Canadians, and having earned them, they will, we
ave sure, he freely accorded them,

Tha (Queen and the ladies of the court recently
manifested their kind f{eeling and practical charity
by sending to o soldicr’s hospital some Iarge Borlin
woo! quilts for tho use of the military invalids.
One of the quilts was entirely worked by the
Qucen herself, and a second by the Princess
Bealrice. The former hears in ona corner Her
Mujesty’s cipher of a erown, V. Il I, and the date
of 1882, The latter hears the initial letter of
Boatrice. The othor quilts have: heen worked hy
ladics of the court, but the Queen has added =
bLorder to each, Such acls as these will mnke the
memory of the (Jucon more preeious than the
records of vietories in war won in her name,

Although one has no difficully in discovering
ill-will in some of the remarks ot Euglish papers
when speaking of Canads, the following shows the
high ostimate entertained of the Dominion in other
circles, aud this Jatter feeling is, wo are glad to
know, growing. The Liverpool Journal of Com-
merce, & warm friend of Canada, in a review ol
1883, says :~—The same year, fortunately for Eng-
land has witnessed the opening out of her im-
mense colonial territories in Western Canada,
British Columbia and the great Northwest country.
Settlers have flocked thither ; railways have been
laid with wonderful rapidity, espeeially the great
Canadian D’aeific line, and Manitoba and the regions
beyond have most graciously promised usan nn-
limited supply of all kinds of food products.
India and Australia also have increased their sup-
Plies to us of corn ; so that, although in our eagur-
ness to dovelope our manufacturing industries we
had suffered our agricultural industry almostfo dic
of neglect, we have to be thankful that our Col-
onial and Indian Lmpires are able and ready to
supply our need just in the nmick of time.” If



