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:d-“,’ i;l oc trE . others. Thus, new principles of trade and finance, | that t-he fuay (i€ S truth be ad'mmed) is beside the | God well. No one’s hand will more readily open to | wind and the sea obey Him," indeed; and this is| as the best King that ever sat upon the throne could-
ddt new rules of art, new law, new manners, costume, 1 question. The object we ha.ve in view is not the safe- | the poor, than his who has most liberally offered of his | proof of His Omnipctence—but now we see the infer- | not wish a nation more happiness than that the pre-
nong SAMUEL'S PRAYER words, and tastes and forms of daily life come in. |ty of the Church and her political influences, nor even | means to his Maker. ~ And, if his offerings of piety | nal spirits, too, obedient to His Word, and acknow- | cepts of the Gospel should be universally obeyed, and

Thus, this nation has just now cast off a great idea of | in the first place her spiritual life and energy.  Not | shoyld be thought likely to dry up the sources of his ledge the supremacy of His Power. Thus in the first | the doctrines of it, those strong incentives to virtue,

(From % Lyra Innocentium.”)

With joy the guardian angel sees

A duteous child upon his knees,
ud writes in his approving book

Each upward, earnest, holy look.

Light G"rom his pure aérial dream
Springs to meet-morn’s orient heam
nd pours towards the kindling skies
His clear, adoring melodies.

somt: glorious Seraph, waiting by,
eceives the prayer to waft on bigh,
nd wonders as he soars, to read

‘More than we know, and all we need.

‘M(!re than we know, and all we need
s in young children’s prayer and creed.
£ €y, for their Home, before Him fall,

¢ for His Church, receives their call.

They ery withusimple voi C
t mp:lg voice and ¢lear.
y 'l'iBlreu Fathier, Mother, Brethren dear :"
Ae or the Priests of His dread Son
ceounts the blessing ask’d and won,
l’: boly Priests and Matrons mild
sﬂ‘“"n" and undefiled, ?
°F Cying Saints, for babes new-born,
; offering, eve and morn.
iied gives the frail and feeh),
90m to speak on sin and rong
:Ivnl:unmn_ns they stern lig;:tn‘i’n.. -i;m,
en His ten Precepts théy proclaim,
Thus in the Taberpaele shade
At morn and eve young Samuel pray'd
For»k.new his prayer God’s ark should ;rin
orfeit by Priest’s and people’s sin, A
To Eli thus dread words be spake ;—

Ye bearts profane, with wi
s with —
A wondrous peal o'er Israel rs::.nue —

eaven’s thunder from a child’s meek tongue.
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CHURCH AND STATE
( From the Guardian. )

The nomination of Dr. Hampden to the See of

& z
lndr::ri does unavoidably suggest one most grave
e portant su.bject.m connection with the position
s e (.,h_urch in this country.
3 em!:.rolrlume.mly before our minds, a question which
m‘weredt\ugmg over us, and always waiting to be
oy : and tf'hr.-h is, for various good and proper
bin s [:lut fmfle and deferred; people naturally
'e‘“yg bnn wishing that an answer to it will never
oo ) e "wanted, and, therefore, that, practically
% I’efg, ey need not trouble themselves aboutit,
x t‘e}l;‘to the question, w_hat means the Church has
o 'alc ltt;g‘.oyer the appointments to her principal
= ,:::::, ti: n“::ou;] :):s;s, an(;i of .aecuring some respect
] et Wa doctrines and faith in such
3 We must own ourselves to be no enthusiasts on the
atter of the .absolute separation of Church and State
orhere there is an established Church the State will,
Necessity, have large powers with respect to th(;

b
nml;::,; It alwt:_ys has !md, and it always will have.
Yhe Cm:z, the Charch is not established; and yet

has a modified nomination of the Bishops.

U Austria, the Crow
3 Crown has exceedi o
Ria wikionary ¢ dingly strong powers.

Established Chure
Powers with, resp
and this Decessit
kno‘”ledged,

But, i3
holdut' 150t to be supposed that, because the State

h, the State should not have great
ect to the nomination of Bishops;
Y must be fairly looked at and ac-

tate ¢. 5
ounexion, that, therefore, those powers are ab-

Soly T
lee::ily unlimited, and without check ?
o0 we hayve to consider.

Surely, i "
No (g’l; IS Woustwrous, wud warenavie

it woul

i‘nzz‘:““d lll!: and see thg world full. of counexious,
Tights, :l‘l:e ations, in which l‘mth mdes. have ‘t'heir
nd mere e .whok': system of things —social, pohtl‘cal,
fide in al;lnlule—u; mat.ie up of: such cases. Each
'ide,hu !l these connexions, ha;\s its powers ; but each
. It“'a check from certain rights on the other
defend 18 the bu:l.ness of lawyers and statesmen to
au.d to superintend the constitutional conduct
tem:(?;:ﬂ‘"g on of these relations. 'l'?n‘e whole is sys-
tequent tlld‘ brought um.ier rules. The world3 con-
in Vouz' e 1t ob.served, .lﬂ one Yast cor[?orate witness
Constitug; of a particular k.md of power, viz., a checked
S onal power—of rights on one side balanced by
':e.Of the other,
Is quite evi

'Mvi:l? € evident, that,
Constitug

whatever powers the State
Tespect to the Church, they must be of this
tonal kind. They cannot be boundless. No-
do ')', ::n assert that the State has positively a right to
Ch hve; \t_hkes with the C.hurch., and tow:.ud the
Hoes . s it has not that right, its power is what
the Case demands that the Church should have some
s, on its own side, to the power of the State, to be
p to use on oceasions. . This is the real question
go({rﬁgrchxnfgb to consider. Do not let Churchmen

Allinnee Lo
- “l!l:e‘bzgween Church and State and the like ; but

let th brmg their thoughts to a point. When they
- :broﬁght their thoughts to a point, they will find
4 what they mean is, that the Church ought to have

me real check upon the appointments of the State

Now, we mean to assert that :
Strength in the Church in this country, if she will
dirly embrace this idea, to establish ultimately how-
E¥er up-hill work it may be, some check of thi'a
se are days ir which, on the whole, common-senge

Claimg have weight, and gradually advance. Thig is

That

COmmon-gense claim, if ever claim was one.

€ Church should not have some solid, legitimate, -

owledged means of interposing, if necessary, in
Lase of a Ministerial appointment, and of legally
*Stng the orthodoxy of a Crown nowinee, is prepos-
r:u"‘ The _Plfiiu equitablepess of this idea must
€ 1t grow, if'it is once taken up.
me':de b?g,.therefore, earnestly and sincerely, to recom-
. dthls ld?a as one to be entertained, thought of,
ed of, dl?cussed in proper ways, spread, by all
..dm by which ideas are capable of being spread,
ch“r";fmd steadily into the general mind of the
e“il;." Ounly let not people expect to gain it too
the Cp, and, we are persuaded, that there is strength in
b, urch to gain more of a check on the appoint-
Notion of the State than she now has. A kind of
Matye of the impossibility of doing any thing in the
T has brooded over her, and has a prescriptive
2 firgg on ‘ff the Church's mind. It is a sort of axiom,
like, b 0Ciple, that a Premier can do any thing he
Not With respect to Church appointments; people _do
gher:e“on' or examine or ask themselves about it;
tedthe idea is, it has possession of the field, it is
thag \ ': e'!t§bliuhed. But the remark is not a new one,
Case ofe mind of man is gifted with reason. In the
for the' animal creation, an idea once fixed, is fixed
the g, : it csnnot be thrown off.  Thus the idea of
the m.".““ahon of man sits with immoveable fate upon
v :'}:d of the brate creation; that mind coald no
: row it off, than it would do any thing else con-
Ctor:v to'its being: it is passive, it bears the im-
p"ylic::"(:h is stamped upon it with the resignation of
the Nature, and we gaze with a kind of awe on
iltn..{ Stery 0}' such absolute powerlessness. But the
eason mind is capable of throwing off ideas. It can
ang g, and g0 back to principles, and ask questions,
hat Y this is my impression, but is it a right one ?
ground have I for it? Perhaps I have not a
w"“e? lu'this way society, in the course of ages,
S off certain ideas on certain subjects and adopts

the

ro

It brings out, and |-

expect that so long as this is an |

the protection system in commerce, which had sat
upon it for ages; and, many years ago, it cast off a
great idea of absolutism which had sat upon it. For
right or for wrong the power of throwing off ideas acts;
but it does not act and act effectually. The whole
history of the world, from the begioning, is a history
of ideas thrown off to make way for others.

The belief in the absolute omnipotence of the State,
which presses so upon the Church, is an idea of this
class. It is capable of being thrown off like other
ideas. This taking for granted that the State is fate,
and deity, and irresistible law, is a blind idea: there
is no sense or moderation in it: it is not the result of
judgment and correct appreciation, but an idea by
itself—a prescriptive imagination. ~Let. the Church
reason like a man, and not be simply impressed like
an animal. Very great power is yet susceptible of
checks, and, we thiok, the Church has strength to
compass some form of check.

THE MARRIAGE IN CANA OF GALILEE.
( From “ Short Meditations,” by Dr. Hook.)

There was a murriage in Cana of Galilee.—St.

How happy was this marriage which our blessed
Lord was pleased to honour with Ilis: presence and
His first miracle! e was the author and institutor
of marriage, and was pleased to give it a sanction and
a blessing by assisting at it.

Let me remember that He, our blessed Saviour,
came to marry, as it were, by His incarnation, our
human nature with His divine person; He came to
marry Himself to His Church, and has raised Chris-

mysterious sign of that Ilis perpetual union with His
Church. .

Let me remember that in the midst of the marriage
feast the wine was wanting; how deceitful are the
pleasures of the world, how often they fail us when we
expect most from them. It is Jesus alone that can
furnish our immortal souls with the true wine which
maketh glad the heart of man; He only can present
us with pure delights; and he alone can turn the
tasteless, even the bitter things which are set before
us, into that which strengthens and refreshes the
weary soul.

The first miracle of our Lord was a forerunner and
prelude to that last and greatest miracle which He
wrought at Ilis last supper, and which He is now con-
tinually working for those who are elect and precious
in His sight. Behold His table spread! the bread
and wine thereon become to the faithful soul of the
true believer His body and blood? O marvellous
love of our gracious Saviour! To the faithful soul
He gives Himself! Consider this, O my soul, and
join with the Church in celebrating with love and
gratitude this miracle which is the forerunner of all
thy good ; it exhibits thy Lord unto thee changing
water into wine ; and by the eye of faith thou lookest
forward and seest Him giving Himself to be thy spi-
ritual sustenance, if only thou do, as the servants at
the marriage in Cana, whatever He saith unto you.

is held; there sits the meek and blessed Virgio; there
also is Jesus. ‘I'he feast proceeds; but, owing to
the poverty of the entertainers, there is not enough

S certa;
CErtain great powers attached to the Church and |

This is the |

The supposition, | :
that m{:p e . IATE the g sp =h
Y * | commands.

:rch i the world could for an instant allow it; |
be a denial of its own existence to do so. We |

constitutional one, and the very nature of

dreamy generalities about dissolving the |:

there is sufficient’

sort. |

wine for the guests. Mark the mother of Jesus turn-
ing and saying to Him, * There is no wine;” and
after, the words spoken to her in return, which show
that no human tie can draw IHim to Iis ministry;

Ak Al o S T ThoAteeows oo EAE
The servants are told by Jesus to fill the
water-pots with water; the divine command with
which He spoke must have inspired them with awe,
or, in spite of the Virgin's injunction, they might
have objected to pouring in water when the question
was about wine; but much more would they have
demurred to obey the command of * Draw out now,
and bear unto the governor of the feast;” but “they
bare it,’ and when the governor tasted the water
which had been made wine, they knew whence it was,
and so had the privilege of those who winister unto
Christ in holy thivgs. The govervor of the feast
called the bridegroom, and seemed to remonstrate
upon the unusual proceeding, saying, * Thou hast
kept the good wine until now.”  Blessed Jesus! Thou
hast indeed turned water into wine, Thou art ever
merciful and pitiful; and it is to the poor in spirit
and the humble, that Thou showest thy tenderness
and compassion.

The empty vessels of human nature were filled to
the brim, but with the observance of the law; it was
not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats could
wash away sins, neither could water wash away the
impurities of the soul, until Cbrist came, and forth-
with the water is made wine; and truly may we say,
when we have been washed in the waters of baptism,
and are made partakers of the wine of the chalice,
when we feel the strengthening and refreshing of our
“souls, “ Thou hast kept the good wine until now.”

The good wine, that which maketh glad the heart
of man, and which is to be kept in new bottles, in
hearts prepared and seasoned for its reception, is of
sovereign efficacy for the diseases of the soul ; but we
repair to the feast with Jesus; He alone can make it
wine to us; and only those whomn He commands can
serve us with it. As we go on in faith receiving this,
it will become to us better and better until when at
last we shall be more perfectly prepared to meet the
Lord ; all the occasions of recewing His bevefits will
become more precious to us, and we shall confess that
He has “kept the good wine uutil now.”

My soul, go on thy way obeying the commands
which the Church lays upon thee; she tells thee to
do as Jesus commands thee; follow Him, and do as
He desires in all things. Thou mayest have to walk
on thy way without seeing any of the fruits o thy
obedience; but the time will come, when thou hast
filled thy vessel unto the brim, that when it is drawn
out it will be found wine ; thou wilt have gone on in
faith, but thou wilt have thy reward, for thy best will
be saved until the last.

" THE UNCHRISTIAN LEGISLATURE.
(From the Guardian.)

It seems to be generally expected that little or no
resistance will be made to the wishes of those who are
unchristianizing our Legislature. ~ The University of
Cambridge has, it is true, bestirred itself; and the
feelings which bave been expressed in our columns
have been echoed by no inconsiderable number of rea-
ders. But the prevailing opinion is, that we shall lose
the day; and it seems probable that many Churchmen
whom we most highly respect, will, tacitly at least ac-
quiesce in the admission of Jews, against which we have
been protesting.  We do not doubt the sincerity of
their motives—we would not even impugn their judg-
ment, provided that they act honestly and consistently.
What honesty and consistency require of them we will
endeavour to point out. But we cannot omit some
notice of a fallacious argument, which we have seen
used more than once by their apologists.

It is argued, that in times when exclusion was most
rigorously enforced, and the House of Commons con-
sisted only of the Church of England, ecclesiasfical
affairs were in a far less prosperous state than in these
days of liberal or latitudinarian policy. The Church
is safer now, we are reminded, in the zeal of her chil-
dren and the vigour of ber operations, than ever she
was in the days of rigorous orthodoxy. We answer,
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tian matrimony to a high dignity, as being a sacred and |

I picture to myself the room in which the marriage {

for these, nor for any, ends and results do we prefer a
Christian Legislature. We say that, independently of
all consequences, a Christian country ought to be ruled
by Christians, and naturally excludes all infidels from
authority.  The true reply to be made to us is, not
that the Church may be strengthened by a more liberal
policy, but that we have ceased to be a Christian peo-
ple, and, therefore, have ceased to require, with reason
a profession of Christianity from our rulers.  That
England is no longer a part of Christendom is the true
apology for the admission of Jews into her Senate.
We are firmly persuaded that a conviction of this

truth, and an acknowledgment of the fact in question
have enfluenced many of our friends to concede the

our Parliament.

| fession, enemies of the Christian faith. These persons
i they think, ought to have a full equality of political

To their minds there is an injustice and op-
They recoil with

! give it.
| pression in the present distinctions.

| seisitive gen
ij persecation and intolerance.  They are animated,

removal of the few remaining barriers that surrounded |
They have felt that the nation isno |
longer Christian in reality, that taxes are paid and '
c¢ivil duties performed by very many who are, by pro- |

privileges with ourselves, and they are prepared to

‘may be a

| we readily confess, by an honourable and manly desire
| that they may have no unfair advantage over those
. from whom they differ in religion. = Whether there ‘
 really be so large a number of infidels in our country |
as to authorise this view we cannot now stop to inquire. |
Assume that there is; then we demand of those who !
| adopt it, that they adopt it with all its consequences.
| We call upon them to follow out the line of conduct
| which consistency plainly indicates.
| We say, that, so soon as the principle is fairly re-
| cognised that our Government and Legislature are not
bound by any profession of belief in Christianity, it is
| absolutely necessary that political persons should cease
| to exercise functions strictly ecclesiastical, and to en-
| gross the management of our spiritual concerns. The
| Church has been put upon a totaly different footing,
| in this respect, from the sects. They have been al-
{ lowed to manage their own concerns—She has had her
| hands tied up on all occasions.  Some few statutes,
indeed—such as the Mortmain laws—have operated |
in bar of all religion; but, with a few such exceptions, |
no hindrance has been experienced of late years by any |
other religionists. The Church alone has been denied |
the liberty of self-government. The vindication of |
this system of bondage was, that the Civil Government |
consisting of her members, might well administer her
discipline, and safely take charge of her interests.—
That plea, whatever were its merits, is now at an end.
Qur legislators and rulers are no longer of our commu-
nion: they may be its bitterest enemies. Are we,
then, still to put our affairs into their hands ?
Foremost of all stands the question of patronage.—
We do earnestly protest against a system under which
the distribution of spiritual offices is handed over, with-
out let or control, to Ministers irresponsible to the |
Church, and respousible only to an un-Christian Par-
| liament.  We have tolerated long enough the prosti-
tution of our most venerated dignities to purposes of
| political faction and court intrigne. ~ We have had
i .BishOps enough, whose only qualification was their
| incompetency or their heresy. We have patiently
| looked on at the destruction of our Chapters, and the
matilation of our whole ecclesiastical system, while our
eremies filled the posts that ought to have been for
our defence with traitors or blockheads. The poor ex

cuse that thcly who did these things were our friends
can e anivgelh v mure. €L Us Dow clain  at least

some control over our own spiritual governors, and
have true shepherds set over the flock which bas been
so long betrayed. If political parties still continue to
use the offices and influence of the Chureh to their
own ends, and to pervert them from their high and
holy purposes, we shall be oppressed indeed.

Let the statesman whe have been induced to con-
cede po]iticnl equality to infidels, look to it that they
secure religious freedom for ourselves. ~ We do not
censure them for their concession, we only claim of
them that the justice which they deal out to our an-
tagonists be not the occasion of new and bitter oppres-
sion to the Church, which they have sworn to defend.

CHURCH BUILDING.

(From * Tracts on Christian Doctrine and Practice.”)

In later times, alas! men have thought less of this
duty, or rather this privilege, than their more pious
fathers had done before them.  They suffered towns
and villages to grow populous without building churches
or chapels to meet the wants of the increasing popula-
tion, Even in the Churches already built, they too
often neglected the good old custom of daily prayer,
notwithstanding the command of our Church for it,
which vou may see in your Prayer-Book. And, where
they did build, they seem to have thought, too often,
only of finding aceommodation for a certain number of
persons at the least possible cost; and to have acted
without any sense of the beauty, the dignity, the soli-
dity, which should belong to the temples of the Most
High. 4

But these bad times seem to be fast passing away.
Men are beginning to act in a better spirit with regard
to these matters, and to feel some sparks of the gene-
rous zeal which animated their forefathers for the hon-
our of the house of God.

"Take, then, your part in this good and holy work.
There are those who will talk against such an applica-
tion of the means with which God has blessed you as
a waste; who will speak against all unnecessary orna-
ment, as they call it, inchurches; who will say, we
might pray as well in a barn as in the most splendid
building, and that therefore what we have to spare
might be better employed than in the needless adorn-
ing of the sanctuary.  But, when such reasoning meets
your ears, remember, I beseech you, the account of the
woman who brought to our Lord her * box of ointment
of spikenard, very precious,” and poured it upon His
feet, in such quantity, that *“the whole house was filled
with the odour of the ointment.””  “ What waste!”
would those naturally cry, who allow of no ex-
pense in their Maker's honour, which does not oring
with it some benefit to mauvkind such as they
themselves can see. And, * What waste!”
one observer of the transaction did cry. * This oint-
ment,"” he said, *“ might bave been sold for three hun-
dred pence, and given to the poor.””  But who was it
that thus spoke to his divine Master? It was, the
holy Evangelist tells us, “Judas Iscariot, Simon's son
who should betray Him.” And the record of this his
saying is surely given us as a warning against indulg-
ing in the kind of language which he here used; and
blaming all expense directed to Christ’s immediate
honour, as though it might have been better bestowed
on something visibly useful to our fellow-creatures.—
We may not dare to say, or even to think, that the
motives of any, who now speak against spending money
on the beauty of churches, are like those of this un-
happy man. God forbid; but with their motives we
have nothing to do. What the nature of their counsel
is, we are bound, for our own sake, and in the way of
our owi duty, to inquire; and when such counsel is
addressed to any of us, it may be always as well to
recollect that those who give it, speak, though proba-
bly not with the mind, yet certainly with the tongue of

Judas.
No man will ever be found to do his duty worse to-
ward his fellow-creatures, because he does his duty to

charity, we should remember the many cases in which
God has blessed their store, who gave all they could
of their little means to his immnediate service. The

poor widow of Zarephath, when Elijah met with her, |
| then to the Gentiles publicly: we see Him, even as a

had nothing but “a handful of meal in a barrel, and a
little oil in a cruse” (1 Kings xvii.;) but even that
she was ready to give to the service of God in support-
ing His prophet ; and for that good deed *the barrel
of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail ;"
‘“and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.”

This story shews, too, that there is none, not even
the poorest or most humble among us, who may not
make an aceeptable offering of his substance to God.
In all ypdertakings, the building of a Church or any
other, it jsnot man's exertions, but God's blessing
upon them, that really brings them to a good and de-
sirable epd. “ Except the Lord build the house, their
labour js but lost that build it.””  And God’s blessing
will wajt upon the offerings of His servants, not ae-
cording to their amount or outward importance, but ac-
cording o the sacrifice made by those who offer them,
and to themotives from which these sacrifices proceed.
he genny given by the poor man out of his need,
far sore acceptable offering to God than the
hundred pounds given by the rich man out of his plenty.
Small and insignificant as it is in the eyes of man, in
the eye of God it may be the more important of the
two, and may more effectually draw down upon the
work that blessing, without which the wealth of king-
doms might be lavished upon in vain. Though many
Jews that were rich had cast in much into the treasury
when the widow threw in her two mites (Mark xii. 42,) |
our Lord assured His disciples that she had really cast |
in more than they all; “for all they did cast of their |
abuncance ; but she of her want did cast in all that
she hid, even all her living."

CHURCH SERVICES FOR THE EPIPHANY.
( By the Rev. H. Thompson, M. A.)

These who study the services of the Church, as well
as use them, will have occasion to admire in them

many beauties and excellencies which escape the
notice of the careless and uvnreflecting; and, beside |
this, snd what is more important, they will derive |
from them much greater benefit than such as give |
heed for a time only, and, when they leave God's |
House, dismiss all reflections on its services. To
benefit fully by the public solemuities of the Church,
we should study her offices at home. Like the Holy |
Scriptures, of which they are for the most part com-
posed, and which they everywhere reflect, they must |
be examined to be properly felt; and, like the Serip-
tures too, the more they are examined, the greater
will be our pleasure and our profit in their use. It
should be unnecessary to observe to any churchman,
that the whole of the Prayer Book is so arranged by
the Church, as to bring every subject of Christianl
belief and duty before the eyes of her children in turn
and without confusion. But thisis done to an extent
of which some are not aware. Every Gospel and
Epistle, in particular, is selected with the most minute
attention to this object; so much =0 as to give us the
highest idea of that scriptaral knowledge, that jadg-
ment, and that piety, which, in various times, from
very early ages, and throughout the English Reforma-
tion, went to the composition of that Book of Com-
mon Prayer, which, above all human productions, is,
and ought to be, most dear to us: if that may be

alled a_ hunan production, so large a por-
f}éﬁ“&' ’.’f&éﬂ cousists of the very words of Dixv)ine

“'isdom_

These remarks may be most fully applied to the
services of this Season of the Epiphany, which are all
especially directed to the object of the season itself,
the Manpifestation or exhibition of Christ's glory ;
and the fipst lessons for the Epiphany and for the six
Sundays after, are all taken from the Prophet Isaiah,
—him who, of all others, speaks most of the Saviour's
dignity, and of his Revelation to maunkind at large.
The Epigtles for the Sundays would seem, at first, to
have ng connection with the manifestation of Christ.
They are all extracted from the moral parts of the
Apostoljeal writings, and some of them have no ex-
press imegtion of the Saviour. But when we come to
the Epigtle for the Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany,
we find that the Saviour and his Manifestation had
never heen out of sight. - ‘I'hat Epistle is as much a
moral giscourse as the others; but informs us that
these 1oral duties, on which the Church has been
insisting for six Sundays in the words of Scripture, are
the very objects of Christ's Manifestation, and the
proofs whereby Christians differ from those among
whom He has not been mavifested. “ Ye know,” says
that Epigle, “that He was manifested to take away
our sing» And it ends with these remarkable words,
which c]gge the season of the Epipbany, and declare
its objec: *For this purpose the Son of God was
manifesyed, that He might destroy the works of the
devil,”*  §p that we now see why the Epistles of this
season gpeak rather of our duties than of our belief.
As Chyrigt was manifested to take away our sins, and
to de!troy the works of the devil, the best way of
celebrating His Manifestation is to put away sin,
which jg ghe devil's work, and to perfect holiness in
the fear of God. The Gospels, too, of this season, are
all caleylated to show the progress of Christ’s Mani-
festatioy to the world. That for the first Sunday
after the Epiphany relates the first intimation that
Jesus gaye to Joseph and Mary of His extraordinary
character; or, at least, the first which the Scripture
has recorded; the first declaration of His Sonship—
the firgt glimmering of the Godhead through the
human yejl, In the Gospel for the Second after the
Epiphany, we read: * He manifested forth His glory :
and His disciples believed on Him." He made Him-
self known beyond the limits of His house. He had
never performed any miracle publicly, if indeed he had
petformed any miracle at all. Before, He had given
an intimation—pow He gives a token—of the indwel-
ling Deity. « Hig gisciples believed on Him.” They
had followed Hin before as a teacher of righteousness,
and studied iy Efig school; they had acknowledged
Him as the firgy and greatest of Prophets who bad
come of 8hould come: but now they relied on Him in
a much More exalted character; now they regarded
Him as P"e who acted in the measureless fullness of
the Spint of God, and whose instructions were not
only to be admired for their excellence, and received
for infallible trythg byt whose power and authority
demanded the fy])est obedidence, and justified the
most €0tIre relignce, In the Gospel for the third
Sunday after Epiphany, we find our Lord manifested
to & Je?" and to 4 Gentile convert; and it is no longer
intimation or token of Divinity—it is proof. A pro-
phet merely b0 might, by the power of God,
change WAter inyo wine; but “Jwill! be the thou
clean!” 8¢ the wordg of a Creator. The centurion
had probably heard of them, and so understood them
for "!Pf'*k the word only, and my servant shall be
bealed,” are words which intimate a belief in the
Divinity of Him whom they address. It is only of
God that We can gpeak when we represent universal
Na'“""_""plicmy obedient to a word, as the soldier to
the voic® Of military command. In the Gospel for
the fourth S“"dﬂy, we find Christ manifested to per-
sons probably Gengiles, as we perceive from the men-
tion of $WINe among them, which it was not lawful for
Jews to keep, Here, too, we behold His Divinity
extended beyond the limits of visible nature. * The

four Sundays is shown Christ's progressive manifes-
tation: first, to His “parents’” (Luke ii. 41,) only ;
then to His mother, disciples, and some others; then
to the Jews publicly; then to a Gentile proselyte;

Child, the Son and Prophet of the Most High—then

working miracles—then wielding the whole system of

Nature at His pleasure—then supreme in the realm
beyond Nature. And now the Gospel for the fifth
Sunday prepares us for that greatest of all manifesta-
tions of Christ, which is yet to come, when He shall
bring to light the hidden thoughts of darkness, and
make manifest the counsels of the hearts (1Cor.iv. §);

when He shall be revealed from heaven with His

mighty angels (2 Thess. i. 7); and this forms the
subject of the Gospel for the last of these Sundays,
and thus exhibits to us, under every form, what the
Scripture itself has shown Him, “ God manifest in the
flesh’ (1Tim. iii. 16).

universally believed thronghout his kingdom ; so the
most ill-patured being, the most accursed spirit,
could not wish a nation greater confusion than their
scheme, so big with evils, would oceasion if it should
take place. The consequence of which would be,
that as soon as the people opened their eyes, and saw
the numerous train of miseries that it had plunged
them into, how an uorestrained freedom of thought
had everywhere produced a correspondent freedom in
action, they would conceive an utter abhorrence of
what had been the source of so many evils; and re~
solved to fly precipitately through an inveterate, undis-
tinguishing hatred, as far as ever they could get from
infidelity, (the farther, they would think, the better)
they would run into the very jaws of Popery. They
might indeed rove about for a while pleased in the
mazes of error; but weary of so many crude notiens,
weary of wandering, ever secking rest, and finding none,
they might be tempted at last to take up with a pre-

THE LATE “PILGRIM FATHERS'" CELE-
BRATION ; ;
0§ POPERY AMONGST PURITANS,
(From the N. ¥. Churchman.)

The Protestants of Great Britain and their descen-
dants in the United States form two grand divisions ;
the one consisting of those who belong to the Church
of England and the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States, and the other comprising the large
body of dissenters from the Church of their fathers,
commonly kpown as Presbyterians, Baptists, Metho-
dists, Unitarians, &c., who again are sub-divided into
countless sub-divisions, representing every variety of
opinion from stark Deism up to the most rigid sapra-
lapsarian Calvivism. The grand characteristic of the
former division of Protestants is faith in the word of
God as iuterpreted by the ancient Church 4. e. the
Book of Common Prayer; that of the latter, faith in
the word of God as interpreted by each man’s private
opinion, which is too apt to be his humor or fancy.

"T'his latter division of Protestants, this vast conge-
ries of sects, have, notwithstanding their variety, cer-
tain exponents of unity; such, for instance, as the

| World's Convention, Evangelical Alliances, American

Societies for the diffusion of the Bible with no man's
note or comment, or (for extremes meet) with every

| man's note and comment, for the circulation of tracts,

&e., &c.  But their most definite form and represen-
tation of unity is the New England Society, which
meets annually on the 22d of December to commenmo-
rate the virtues and the arrival to this Western Hem-
isphere of the Puritans, from whom all Awmerican
Protestants of the second division are descended.

The Puriran Protestants have a custom, it seems,
of testifying their spiritual joy by a good dinner; and
on the last 224, having had “the introductory prayer,”
and Mrs. Heman's * Pilgrim Fathers,” and a suitable
oration in the Tabernacle, the New England Society
adjourned to the Astor House in the evening to par-
take, according to custom, of the Dioner. * Among
the distinguished gentlemen present,” as we read in
one of the daily papers, “there sat, on the right hand
of the President, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Huaues, John
A. King, Esq, President of the 8t. Nicholas Society ;
James Reyburn, Fsq., President of the St. Patrick’s

tended infallible guide. Thus this nation would
tread in a roupd of error. The cant and enthusiasm
in the time of the grand rebellion begat in the next
generation an abandoned profaneness aud immorality,
which was productive of iufidelity, which has beea
growing ever since; and may at last if it goes on, pro~
duce enthusiasm or something worse. We dance in
a circle, and mnay end in the same point where we set

Society ; the President of St. David’s Society ; Col.
W. Burnett, and several other gentlemen; on his left
the Orator of the Day, Mr. Maxwell of the St. An-
drew's Society, Mr. Bierwith of the German Society,
Mo Kevewben of sl Yecwdd Sodely, Coansoaore
Sloat, and others."”

It seems also that the Puritan Protestants, (or, if
the reader please, the Protestants par excellence, we
wish only to distinguish them from Church Protes-
tants,) have a customn of drinking toasts, ¢. e. of ex-
pressing a joyous sentiment in unison by quaffing a
glass of wine. ~ Among the toasts announced on this
occasion by the President of the Society was,; as we
learn from the aforesaid voucher, *“ The present Sov-
ereign Pontiff of Rome, Pius IX.!” Aod we further
read :—

“The toast to Pius was drank with the greatest
enthusiasm. Bishnp Hughes replied to it, expressing
his embarrassment at his truly novel position. If he
were to give way to his feelings, he should almost
question the reality of what he saw around him, or
doubt his own identity,  He would return his own
thanks, and as far as he was worthy to do so, those of
Pius 1X., for the honor just received at the hands of
the Chairman, an honor of which he was deeply sen-
sible. It was a gratification for him to say that the
promise of the elevation of Pope Pius 1X. to the Pon-
tificate was full of hope. He believed God had pre-
pared him for hig great task with a clear head and a
strong heart.  (Applause.)  For himself he felt
much in the situation of the man in the old English
legend, whose horse had been taken away while be
was asleep, and who reasoned according to the Aris-
totehian lOS_‘C, that if he were himself he had lost a
horse, but if he were not he had gained a cart.  (Ap-
plause) To think that he who used to be called Bi-
shop Hughes,. found himself in the midst of the New
England Society, aud heard the health of Pius IX.
drank with 80 mach enthusiasin made him almost
doubt the reality of things."—N.Y. Tribune Dec. 23.

Whether Bishop Hughes truly represented his own
condition Or ‘not, is a point of which he is doubtless
himself the best judge. But one thing is certain, viz.,
that if the Bi"bup were a meet representative of Giles
Scroggins, (for in the more congenial report of the
Courier, the Bishop is said to have given Giles Serog-
gins as the Dame of his worthy type,) he had many
brethren to share with him the honour.  The Puritans
who used to show their contempt of Holy Days, by
feasting on Good Friday and fasting on Christinas,
who discarded every symbol of communion with Pa-
pists, not excepting even the Apostle’s Creed and the
Lord's Prayer, and also made it a prime article of
their faith—which faith was none—that the Pope is
the incarnation of Antichrist, might well, we think,
doubt their identity when they found themselves cele-
brating the anmiversary of ‘‘the day of the Pilgrims
Laonding,” in communion with « Reman Bishop, and
expressing theig joy in the Pontificate of Pius 1X., not
indeed by eating a mince pie, but by drinking a glass
of wine. Indeed we cannot but suspect Bishop
Hughes of indulging in the satirical: for he as a Ro-
man Bishop, ez virtute officii, is entitled to every no-
velty of position, and can bardly be surprised to find
himself in any; and we must, therefore, suppose that
his dignified comparison was meant as a covert satire
upon the New England Society.

The whole affair is significant and deserves a graver
comment; and this we sball give in the words of a
sensible man who wiote some hundreds of years ago;
mutatis mutandis, that is, scbstituting for Deism, that
religion which js common to. Dissenting Protestants, it
suits the occasion as well as anything we could write ;
or rather we may say, it is a prediction, of which the
last New England dinner denotes the fulfilment.

* We know the transition is very easy from super-
stition to intidelity; and I should be very glad to know
why it should not be as easy from infidelity to supersti-
tion; since we are very apt to run from one extreme
toanother. The present declared scheme of Deism is
this: that people must be left to collect every one a
religion for himself independently, according as their
ignorance, short-sightedness, or passions, which to be
sure they will call their reason, shall mislead. Now

out.""—Seed’s Sermons, Vol. 3, p. 200.

PERSEVERANCE.
(From the Gospel Messenger.)

We have seldom read a stronger evidence of the strog-
gle of the mind against adverse circumstances, in the
prosecution of a favourite and useful objeet, than that
related below, of the talented author of the History of
Ferdinand and Isabella, and the Conquest of Peru.—
Wm. H. Prescorr.

It must be most indomitable resolation, unwearied
patience and fervent love of knowledge that could lead
a man under sueh discouragement to prosecute works
of literary labour requiring great research and an im-
mense expense of physical strength.

Mr. Prescott, as will be seen below, is nearly if not
quite blind, and yet he has produced volumes that have
attracted the attention of Kurope and America. The
following account of his affliction and his exertion is
from the preface to his work on the Conquest of Peru.
What a lesson is taught by such efforts to dreamers,
loungers, and laggards in all the appliances of mind !

“ While at the University, I received an injury in
one of my eyes, which deprived me of the sight of it.
The other, soon after, was attacked by inflammation so
severely that for some time Ilost the sight of that also;
and though it was subsequeutly restored, the organ
was so much disordered as to remain permamently
debilitated ; while twice in my life since, I have been
deprived of the use of it for all purposes of reading
and writing for several years together. It was during
one of these periods that I received from Madrid the
materials for the “ History of Ferdinand and Isa-
bella;" and in my disabled condition, with my Tran-
satlantic treasures lying around me, I was like one
pining from hunger in the midst of abundance. In
this state I resolved to make the ear, if possible, do the
work of the eye. I procured the services of a secre-
tary, who read to me the various authorities; and in
time | became so far familiar with the sounds of the
different foreign languages (to some of which, indeed,
1 had been previously accustomed by a residence
ahroad,) thas 1 eswld comprehend his reading without
much difficulty,  As the reader proceeded, I dictated
copious notes; and when these had swelled to a con-~
siderable amount, they were read to me repeatedly, till
I had mastered their contents sufficiently for the pur-
poses of composition.  The same uotes furnished an
easy means of reference to sustain the text.

* Still another difficulty occurred in the meehanical
labour of writing, which I found a severe trial to the
eye. 'This was remedied by means of a writing-case,
such as is used by the blind, which enabled me to
commit my thoughts to paper without the aid of sight
serving me equally well in the dark as in the light—
The characters thus formed made a near approach to
hieroglyphies; but my secretary became expert in the
art of deciphering, and a fair copy—with a liberal al-
lowance for unavoidable blunders—was transcribed for
the use of the printer. T have described the process
with some minuteness, as some curiosity has been re-
peatedly expreued in reference to my molluopermuf
under my privn\ions, and the knowledge of it may be
of some assistance to others in similar circumstances.

“Though I was encouraged by the sensible pfogress

of my work, it was necessarily slow. But in tine the
tendency to inflammation diminished, and the strength
of the eye was confirmed more and more, It was at
length so far restored that I could read for several
hours of the day, though my labours in this way
necessarily terminated with the daylight. Nor could
I ever dispense with the services of a secretary or with
the writing case; for, contrary to the usual experieuce,
I have found writing a severer trial to the eye thao
reading—a remark, however, which does not apply to
the reading of manuscript; and to enable myself,
therefore, to revise my comiposition the more care-
fully, T caused a copy of the * History of Ferdinand
and Isabella’ to he printed for my own inspection
before it was sent to the press for publication.  Such
as I have described was the state of my health during
the preparation of the ‘ Couquest of Mexico;' and,
satisfied with being raised so nearly to a level with the
rest of my species, I scarcely envied the superior godﬂ
fortune of those who could prolong their studies into
the evening and the later hours of the night.

“But a change has again tuken place during the
last two years. The sight of my eye has become
gradually dimmed, while the sensibility of the nerve
has been so far increased, that for several weeks of the

last year I have not opened a volume, and through the
whole time I have not had the use of it on an average
for more than an hour a day. Nor can I cheer my-
self with the delusive expectation that, impaired as the
organ has become from having been tasked probably
beyond its strength, it can ever renew its youth, or be
of much service to me hereafter in my literary re-
searches, Whether 1 shall have the heart to enter,
as 1 had proposed, on a new and more extensive field
of historicul labour with these impediments, I cannot
say. Perbaps long habit, and & vatural desire to fol-
low up the career which I have so long pursued, may
make this in 2 manner necessary, as my past experi-
ence has already proved that it is practicable.

“From this statement—too long, I fear, for his
patience—the reader who feels any curiosity about
the matter will understand the real extent of my em-
barrassments in my historical pursuits. That they
have not been very light will be readily admitted,
when it is considered that I have had but a limited use
of my eye in its best state, and that much of the time
I have been debarred from the use of it altogether.
Yet the difficulties I have had to contend with, are
very inferior to those which fall to the lot of a blind
man. 1 know of no historian now alive who can
claim the glory of having overcome such obstacles but
the author of ¢ La Conquete de I'Angleterre par les
Normands;' who, to use his own touching and beau-
tiful language, *has made himself the friend of dark-
ness ;" and who, to a profound philosophy that requires
no light but that from within, unites a capacity for

extensive and various research that might well demand
the severest application of the student.”



