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= POUR MAN'S DELIGHT IN MUSIC.

;  dving tones of music ov the ear:

To! ;:;::lf:.?knn?:n\' .lovfly thoughts and recollections dear.
T  flows for rich and poor, in many & gushing souad,

od s the majesty of God and nature sll. .n_mnd.
g ing organ in the chureh, the voice of singing men,
ol r(:‘blen‘: now. aud when I was a boy 1 Joved them thea.
! l’o';ink not that poor country-men, who work and till theland,
S ‘(u]inﬂ of delightful masic do nat understand!
E: ',dﬂ'{ngﬁ of a thousand birds, the murmurings o'f streams,
With every voice of earth and sky that haunts the poet's dreams:
Sach is the precious music which the poor delight to hear,
‘Aod they love the music nature gives in the opening of the year.
i\\'hik 1 myself have often sat, and listened to Ihg breeze,
That, like some anciens fairy hu:p. was moaging in the trees:
And whea on some lone mountain top, where notbing could be
" heard, .
Save wheo at times

] ::-:l :tbe very silence there, was music to my mind.
2.;4'1 listeaed to such melody with head on haud reclined.
) Verses by a Poor Man.

there came the scream of the wild mountain
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CALVIN ON EPISCOPACY.
(From the Banner of the Cross).

Y rve jo the Lincols (N. C.) Republican, of the 10th Novem-
M“:l:::fr from the Itight Rev. L. 8. Ives, D.D. (Bishop of North
Sysulina ). in reply to one which had previously appeared fu that paper
an the Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, denying, in very unbecoming
fl““? ,age, an assertion made by the formee, that Calvin had entertained
and ,“.r{-ssm views favorable to Episcopacy. It a rs that while
Bishop Ives was on his tast visitation to the vitlage of Lincolnton, he
eachel 2 sermon preparatory to confirmation, in which no allwsion
L made to other d inatiot his di se wus made the
; ::xm(iun of asubsequent seurrilous attack upon the Church by a
:\unx Preshyterian minister who happened tobe present : and on the
f,uwp‘s return through the place, he was req:ust«l to deliver a course
S lectures ou the claims and views of the Church, to which he con-
omul I one of these lectures he stated that ¢ Calvin was favarable
::y Y \i;m;\arv. and that he endeavoured to obtain it from Fogland.'—
Our' Presbytesian tyro, being either deficient in the learning or
conrage necessary o contradict this, forthwith addressed their great
champion, Dr. M iller, who, nothing loth, soou dispatrhed a answer,
:\-hirh will be found below, t'ogmher‘with htl'net ‘rcpl‘y :,-‘l' :ﬁd\upl lw(s.r
9 hat the latter triumphantly vindicates and «stab-
We e o et " 4 fu a dignitied aul

tishss the correctness of his assertion, and that, too,

Chrisiian spivt, t
:bl:, lum\cr"-—l-.'di.'nr of the Bauner.)

DR, MILLER'S LETTXR.
Princeton, Sept. &, 1841.

Tev. axp DEar Sir,—Your letter reached me four
days ago, aud would have been answered immu}iatcly,
had not inferior health, united with the infirmitics of
aze, together with an unusual press of dutics, rendered
it impracticable. .

Bishop Ives, you mag rely upon it, has been prac-
tising deception upon his hearers.  Thereisno ground
for the allegation which he hasmade.  The following
considerations will, 1 think, satisfy you that the story
vhich bas been again trumped up and palined upon
the weak aud credulous, has nofoundation but in their
own minds. .

1st. T am somewhat familiar with the works of
Calvin, and have tried to make myself acquainted with
all the documents relating to that illustrious man to
which I could obtain access, and 1 have never seen
any evidence which so much as looks like the fact
which Bishop Ives alleges; uor do 1 believe that the
least evidence of such a fact exists.  1le has vamped
up an old fable, continued by prejudices und folly, and
renewed from time to time with that reckless disregard
to historical truth with which blind bigotry is so oftcn
chargeable. o

11. It is impossible to supposc what Bishop Ives
alleges to be true, without considering Calvin as cither
a knave or a fool, or both; for he dgclares in many
diffcrent parts of his writings, dated at different times,
that he cousidered the parity of ministers, and the iden-
tity of Bishops and teaching Elders; as founded in the
word of Gon, and of course as resting on divine autho-
rity; and in a letter ad quendam Curatum found in
his Epistles, page 388, he declares in the most solemn
maaner, that “in conducting t"le reforination in gene-
ral, he had been governcd merely by Goid's wordywhich
is the only rule by which it is to be ordered, and Iau;ful{y
defended”  Now that a man should write in this strain
in his Institutes, and in a number of other works,
appealing to the Bible for the defence of bis !frcs.’:y-
terian system, and be at the same time writing to
England, requesting the bishops there to assist him in
seiting up an opposite system, is one of the most in-
credible things that can well be imagined. We can-
not suppose it without cousidesing him as both an
unprincipled and foolish man.

IIL Again, if such s man as Calvin had scriously
applied to the English bishops to ordain him, can any
intelligcat man believe that they would have refused
him? ~No, it is certain that they would have cagerly
caught at the request, and been desifous, and' even
ansious, to exhibit such a triumph over an illustrious
Presbyterian—or rather over his principles.  Besides,

IV. There was no necessity for Calvin's going to
England to receive Episcopal orders. There were
several men on the continent who had been Romish
dishops, who became Protestants. These could easily
have given him orders in the prelatical way, if he bad
wished to reccive them. It would have been both
ridiculous and dishonest for Calvin to plead necessify
for establishing the Presbyterian system, not a shadow
of which necessity existed.

V. What temptation had Calrin to reject prelacy
upon any other principles than a conscientious con-
viction of its ubseriptural character? Every onc
knows that if bishops had been thought of in Geneva
or France, ke would have been, unquestionably, the
first man selected to put in the office. If he had
wished to wear a mitre, no intelligent person can
doubt that it was within his reach. All his early
habits and all his old prejudices were in favour of
prelacy.  Why did he resist and turp away from them
all?  Iam amazed at the folly as well as at the dis-
ingenuousness of those who talk as Bishop Ives does
on this subject.

THE REPLY OF DISHOP IVES.
New York, Oct. 21st, 1841,

Rav. axp Dear Brorusr,—Your letter should
bhave been answered on the day I received it, had it
Dot found me in the House of Bishops, engrossed with
the most urgent duties. Qur Convention basing
Yesterday adjourned, I am this morning, although
much exhausted, at leisure to communicute the requi-
red information.

It grieves me, not a little, on account both of
Christian charity, and of that truth in which Christian
charity is said specially to rejoice, that Dr. Miller
should have thought it necessary to use such asperity,
2nd positiveness of assertion, in his communication.—
As 10 the Doctor's asperity, I shall say nothing, but
10 prayer to Gop, that he may be brought to a better
mind. In regard to his positiceness uf assertion, 1 say
the following: ‘

My first position was that “Calvin favored Episco-
Pacs”  In support of it, I adduced Calvin's own

which contrasts most remarkably with the letter of

the point.

1. In his commentary upon 1 Tim.iv, 14,8 passage
s0 much relied upon by Presbyterians—he gives an
interpretation, which makes it pepfectly cousisteat :
with the Episcopel character of Timothy.

2. In his commentary upon a text in the Epistle to
Titus, he uses this language—*We learn, also, from
this place, that there was uot then such an eguality
among the ministers of the Church, but that sowe one
had the pre-eminence in authority and counsel.”

3. In his commentary on Gal. ii. 9, he represents
it as *“highly probable that St. James was prefect of
the Church of Jerusalem.” Now, a prefect is a chief
and permanent ruler of othets.

4. In aletter to an old fricnd, who ‘had become a
bishop in the Ghurch of Rowme, (see DurrLL's View
of the Fureign Reformed Churches, page 162), Calvin
expressly recognises Episcopacy as of dirine institu-
tion. Ilis words are:—*“Episcopntus ipse a Deo
profectus est.  Episcopimunus Dei authoritate con-
stitutum est ct legibus defivitum:"—*"He who is
made a bishop proceeds from Gob himself. The
office of Episcopacy was established by the authority
and regulated by the laws of Gon.”

5. TFinally, in his work De Necessitate Reformanda-
rum Ecclesiarum, Calvin holds this remarkable lan-
gunge:—*If they will give us such an hicrarchy, in
which the bishops have such a pre-eminence as that
they do not refuse to be subject unto Christ, &c. &e.,
then I will confess that they are worthy of all
ANATHEMAS, if any such shall be found, who will not
reverence it, and submit themselves to it with the
! utmost obedience.”  (See Jomnnis Calvind Tractatus
' Theologici Omnes, in unum volumen certis classibus
| congesti, §¢. page 69). ‘The length of this and other
! pussages has prevented my giving the original.  The
{ translation, however, I believe, will be found faithful.

The above testimony from Calvin’s own pen, I shall
not hesitate to consider sufficient with all candid
persons, to justify my declaration that Calvin was
Jarorable to Episcopaciy.

My segond position was that ke endeavored to obtain
Episcopacy from the Euglish Church. My reasons
are a3 follows:

1. Calvin desited, as is manifest, to rctain the
Episcopal regimen in his system of Church govern-
ment.  See his explicit language in the Coofession of
Fuith, which he composed in the name of the French
Churches.  In the articles drawn up by the delegates,
of whom Calvin was one, to the Confirences ut Worms,
by order of Charles V., arc the following words:—
“QOur learned men have expressly yiclded ordination
to bishops.””  (Sce articles.)  Culvin severely cen-
sures the clergy of Collen, for endeavoring to put their
head bishop out of his place, jnasmuch as he had
declared in favor of reformation.  (Vide Calv. Epist.,
page 517), Writing to Ithavius, a Poloninn Bishop,
whom he styles illustrious and reverend Lord Bishop,
g0 far from advising him to lay aside his Episcopacy,
he cxhorts him to consider what _place he holdeth, and
what burden is imposed upon him.  (Vide Johannes
Calvinus illustri et reverendo Domino Jacobo Ithavio
Episcopo Epist., page 287). In his Epistle to the
King of Poland, Cslvin.expresses his approbation of
all the degrees of the hierarchy of the ancient Church;
and he scems to advise the king to introduce the
system into his own dominions.  (Vide Calv. Sereniss.
Regt Polon.)

2. [Having, by untoward circumstances, been un-
able to retain in the Geneva system the Episcopal
regimen, Calvin made, as will appear from the follow-
ing fact, an actual attempt at one period, to introduce
the Episcopacy from England.  T'his fact is related
hy the excellent and accurate historian Strype; a fact
thut has remained mnquestioned for wmore than gwo
centurics.  “llow Calvin stood affected in the said
point of Episcopacy, and how readily and gladly he
and other heads of the Reformed Churches would
have received it, is evident enough from his writings
avd cpistles.”” (Sce Strype’s Life of Archhishop
Parker, page 69, 70).  “They (the forcign I'rotes-
tants) took such great joy and satisfaction in this good
King (Edward VL) and his establishment of religion,
that Bullinger, and Calvin, and others, in a letter to
him, offered to make himn their defender, and to have
bishops in their churches, as there were in England;
with a tender of their service to assist and vuite
todether.””  (See Strype's Memorials of Cranmer,

2¢207).  This scheme ecems to have been defeated
by a forgery of the Papists. The last letter of Calvin
on the subject was intercepted by Bonner and Gurdi-
ner, twp Romish bishops, who rcturned such an up-
gracious answer, as offended Calvin and led him to
give up the project, This is affirmed in a paper in
the handwriting of Archbishop Ablot, who was a fréend
o Calein, and was apologizing for him in this very
document; which was found in the archives at Lam-
beth. The subjoined is the paper as published by
Strype: (Life of Parker, page 70). *Perusing,”
says the Archbishop, *‘some papers of our predeces-
sor, Matthew Parker, we find that Jobn Calvin and
others of the Protestant Church of Germany and else-
‘where, would have had Episcopacy, if permitted.—
And whereas John Calvin had sent a letter in- King
Edward VL's reign to confer with the clergy of Eng-
land about some things to this effect, (that is, getting
the Episcopacy), two popish bishops,viz: Bonuerand
Gardincr, intercepted the same; whereby Calvin's
overture perished. .And be received an answer, as if
it bad been from the Reformed divines, wherein they
checked him and slighted his proposals. From which
time John Calvio and the English Church were at
variance in several points; which otherwise, through
Gouv's mercy, bad been qualified, if those papers of
his proposals had been discovered unto the Queen’s
Majeety during John Calvin's life. But being not
discovered until, or about the sixth year of her
Majesty's reign, her Majesty much lamented they
were oot found sooner; which she expressed before
ber Council at the same time in the presence of her
great friends, Sir Henry Sidoey and Sir Wm. Cecil.”

From all this, it appears that Calvin was quite dis-
posed to reform the Church on the ground of Episco-
pacy,—that he deliberately offered to do so,—and
that he finally proceeded on a different system from
the difficulty, as he supposed—having been, in his
view, repulsed in his application to England—of
procuring bishops without yielding to the enormous
exactions of the Church of Rome;—and bence, it
appears, that I had abundant reason for both parts of
the declaration—that Jokn Calrin was favorable to
Episcopucy, and that he endearured to oblain it from
the English Church. .

I canpot conclude my present remarks, bowerver,

guilty of no unfairuess, 1 here repeat what he says oo { citations from his works above.
.jand defender of Calvin, writes thus explicidy :—

Moos. Daille, a friend

“Calvin himself honored all bishops that were nut
subjects of the Pope, Qc., such as were the prelates of
England. We confess that the foundation of their
charge is good and lawful, estullished By the .1pastles
according to the command of Christ’” (Binghawm's
French Church’s Apology, &).  Mons, De L' Angle,
another of Calrin's followers, in a letter addressed to
the Bishop of Lmulun, writes thus:—* Calvin, in his
treatise of the Necessity of Reformation, makes no
ditficulty to say, that i there should be any so un-
reasonable as to refuse the commuvion of a Church
that was pure in its worship and devotion, and not to
submit himself with respect to its government, under
pretence that it had retained an Episcopacy qualified as
yours i, there would be »o censure or vigor of disci-
pline that ought not to be exercised upon them.”—
(Stilling floet's Unreasonableness of Separation). Jaco-
bus Lectivg, a Senator of Genera, and public reader
in the University, writes, in a book dedicated to the
Senate, &c., as fullows;—*We maintain that those
are true and lawful bishops whom St. Paul describes
in his Fpistles to Timothy and Titus; and we do not
deny, but that there were such formerdy in that great
kingdom of Great Britain; and at this very duy, there
are such bishops there.  Neither was there any of our
dicines, 1 think, who ever devied it to be a most
ancient custom inthe Charch, frum the very times of the
Apostles; 1o wit, that one shonld have the chicf care of
the Church, sitting, as it were, at the helm of the sacred
ship.  Aod they professed, by their public writings,
that it was madlike to think weanly of the order of
orthodox bishops, to whom therefore our men, and
amongst them, Calvin, Bucer, Beza, and others, have
deterred all manner of honor and affection.”  (Sce
Durell s View, §ec., page 169, 170).

The good Bishop Hall, in his Divine Right of Epis-
copucy, Introduction, see. 2, meditating upon Calvin's
views as contrasted with the Presbyterian hatred of
Episcopacy in his own day, breaks out in the following
strains:~—"“You hear how judicious and moderate
Culvin's opinion was then; and had he been in your
late pretended assembly at Glasgow, or this of Edin-
burgh, (you sec), what vote he would have given.—
How happy were it for your Churches if' all among
you, who so much honor his name, would as readily
submit to his judgment.  Sure I am, had it been so
with you, you would have becen as far from defying

Spiscopacy in holy profvssors, as you are now from
truth and peace.”

With these facts and reasonings before them, let
the people of Lincolnton judge, who has imposed upon
his anditors, or readers?  For what has Dr. Miller
been able to oppose to this unquestionable documen-
tury proof?  Why, Dr. Miller's bare assertion !—the
reul value of which is well undetstood by those who
are acquainted with his controversial writings. But 1
forbear;—praying that, while you ** contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered to the saints,”” you may be
governed by that “charity which suffereth long and is
kind," and which requires, “that we meekly instruct
those who oppose themselvea.”

The Gob of peace be with you.

Most truly and uffectiouately, your friend and
brother in Curisr,

L. Siuivax Ives,

THE DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE OF THE
CHURCH OF ROME IN THE DISPENSATION OF
INDULGENCES.

(From a Sermon by the Rev. W'. G. Barker, M. A., Mi-
nisler of St. Paul's, Wulsull.)

Let me refer you to Dr. Challoner’s Garden of the
Soul, a work in high repute among Rowmanists of the
present day, and Rublislwd with the authority of the Vicar
Apostolic of the Midlund District. At page 326, we have
the following question and answer.  * What is an Indul-
gence? An Indulgence is the releasing the temporal pun-
yshment, which often remaing due to sin, after its guilt
has been remitted.”—=In strict accordance with this are
the views of the most distinguished advocates of the Pa-
pacy, since the days of the Council of Trent: so thut 1
feel assured, the summary that I am now about to give
of the doctrine, will be allowed by all Jlomanists to be fair
and impartial; and they will not be able to charge me
with mis-statements, when I mect them on their own
ground, and prove them from their own documents, to
have advanced doctrines, that are disowned and disproved
by the revealed word of God.

1t i3 said, that the sacrifice of Christ upon the .cross
was so infinitely meritorious, thut one drop of his bLlvod
was sufficient (0 atone for the sins of the whole world ;
but many drops of blood were shed; therefore thereis a
vast fund of superfluous merit, over and above the merit
needed for the salvation of the whole world. To this
fund the Church of Rome lays claim, as the treasury from
which indulgences are issued; and that it may never
suffer any diminution, she adds thereto the superabundant
merits of all the Saints; that so, however large the
draughts made wpon it, the Pupal spiritus) exchequer
may be always full. This fund of merit is employed to
relcuse men from the temporal ‘punisbment due to sin;
which temporal punishment is of two kinds: Canonical
penance, aod suffering in Purgatory. Indulgences are
of two kinds—plenary snd limited. A plenury indul-
gence remits all the temporal punishment that is due for
sin, committed up to the time at which it is guined s and
if granted, as they often are, to be used, * in articulo mor-
tis,” in the article of death, that is, at the very last hour
of life, then the indulgence fregs the sinner from all fear
of any temporal punishment for sin; by the sucrament of
penance the guilt of his sin is remitted ; by the indulgence,
the purgatoriul punishment is remitted s and without fur-
ther ado the sinner's soul goes immediately to beaven, A
Jimited indulgence, on the contrary, renits only so many
days or yearsof the punishment asis expressed in the
indulgence—some remnit forty days—some a hundred
years—some ninety thousand ycarg, That there is a
temporal punishment due 10 sin, as well as an elernal pun-
ishment, Romanists profess to prove from the case of the
children of Israel, who thou,gh pardoned, were shut out
from the promised land (1 Numb. xiv. 20.)~or from the
case of David, who though purdoned for adultery and
murder, lost his child, and was punished, in the sword
never departing from his house (2 Sum. xii. 10). These,
say they, prove that God inflicts both a temporal and
eterna) punishment for sin; and part of this power of in-
flicting temporal punishment, God has bequesthed to bis
Church, that it may be inflicted or remitted at her good
P mu; . . .

Itorn now to the practice of Rome as regards Indul-
gences.

And first, they are one of the undoubted novelties of
the Homish Church.

1 adduce in proof of this, the words of, , the Ro-
mish Bishop of Rochester. He says, “Who can now
wonder that in the begioning of the primitive Church,
Jshere was no use of [odulgences? Indulgences began
awhile after men had trembled at the torments of Purga-

tory.™ .

6ne of the earliest Induigences on record is that of Ur-
ban IL 4. ». 1696, who promises to all crusaders, who are
confessed and contrite, * indulgence of all their sins, and
an entrance into the paradise of bliss."¢

In the year 1300, Boniface VIIL granted to all those
who should for a certain number of days visit the Churches

® Amsert, Luth. omf. per ey, Pat. J. Roffensem, Pplsc,
¢ Baron. Annal. ad an. 1095.
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without furmishing 8 few passages from the admirers

then are already x full, a more fuil, and & mest full pare
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don—a perfict. & more perfect, and & most perfect re

missivn of all their sing—and is it oo wuch 1w assume,
that after gnining the Iatter, the happy votary of Ruwe
considered himself as freed from all the peoalty of all his
sins?

Indulgences are sometimes of a more individual cha-
racter.  Fifty yearsafter this, we find Clement VI grant.
ing 8 most extraurdinary indulgence to John and Joan,

king and queen of France, sud to their suceessors upon !
the throne—-in which express leave is given to their con-
fessor, 10 frve them from the obligation of all such caths |

as they may have taken, uad fnd it incvmiemient v Aevp 1§
If this has any force or weaning, is it not & direct sane-
tion to perjury 2 And if perjury is sin, is not this a leave
to commit sin?
Later still, at the end of the 16th century, Clement VL
granted a plepary indulgence toall those who should take
part in a contemplated rebellion in ircland against Queen
dixabothd  But iustances of this nature might be wwltic
plicd without ende | will mention a few of 8 less public

character, to shew how cheaply the most lengthened ine

dulgences way be altained,
Tn a work called, the Hoars of the Blessed Viegin Maey,
printed at Paris, &, 1, 1333, fol, 62, we find the fullowing:

“To all thew that belore this image of pity (an nage of;

Christ) devoutly say five paternosiers, and five aves, and
a credo, piteously beholding these arws of Christs pas.
sion, are granted ihirty-two thonsand seven hundred and
fifty-Bve years of pardon : and Sixtus 1V, Pope of Rome,
hath made the fourth and ifth prayers, and hath doubled
the aforesaid pardon.”

Apain at folio 78, we find “ These three prayers he
written in the chapel of the 1oly Cross iv Rowe, others
wise called Sacellum sanctwe erucis septem Romaunorum,
Who that devoutly say them, shall obtain ninety thou.
sand years of pandon for deadly sing, gravted of our Holy
Father John the 12th, Pope of Rowe,”  These arne only
two out of many that might be produced equally extrava-
gunt and impious; “and although Romanists atfiet to dis-
believe the existence of such indulgences, and talk to
Protestauts of forgeries and so forth, they did exist, nnd
were granted, and believed in, as can be ;i'mwd by evi-
dence absolutely incontrovertible s nevertheless it is nat
to be denied, that i€ one Pope cnn by his decretals destray
what znother Pope declares 38 to lust for ever, then very
many of these indulgences have coused to exist: for to use
the words of an eriinent modern writer,§ * they had in.
creased fo enormously, that it was found necessury to
weed this wilderness, in order to find voom for tresh
rl:\nts. In 1678, two deerces were passed at Rome, abo-
ishing a vast number of indulgences catled Apocry phal.”

1t is convenient to be able thus to get rid of worn-out
indalgences, to create a more speedy sule for new oues:
but is the wiklerness any the better for changing its old
woeds for new ones? There is no lack of thew now in the
Church of Rome: in spite of all abalitions, they teem in
every onler that exists in the bosom of the Church, To
take bt one Instence,—~in & wark published in the yeur
1838, in Dublin, entitled, * A ‘Treatise on’ the Order of
the Scapular,” o selection is given out of what s called
«the multitnde of fndulgences” that have been bestowed
by different Popes on the members of that ander, Ont
of this scleetion 1 may enumernte, o plenary indulgence
on the day of admiseion into the order—pnother on the
1G6th of July, to all who prmy for the Church—anothor
for all those who assist at procession on the 3rd Tuesdn
of every month—nnother to all those who visit the Clmrcrl
of St, Teresn on the 5th of October—anather to all who
say five paters and aves, and a salve reging in honor of
the Virgin—and another at the hour of deuth, to the con-
fessed and contrite, who devoutly utter the name of Jesus,
Besides ihese, every membar, by visiting the Churehes
of the order, und praying for the ordinary necessities,
may free a soul out of Purgatory, every Wednesdny
throughout the yeur,  And lest persous shoald funcy that
these may have been revoked, it further declares that alf
these indulyences are unreveked, aud in full forco ut the
present duy.**

RBrethren, this Is the rrasnt with which the minds of
the poor ignorant Romnnists are filled,——this is the light
which is given them by their pricsthood, 10 compensate
them for the Joss of that divine knowledge, the key of
which they have tuken awsy,—to help l?wm to grope
their way through all the windings of the vast labyrinth
of that Churcl's superstitions! Any Romanist, by under-
taking to wear the Scapular, which is mercly a strip of
cloth, made out of the cast offt gowns of the Cormelite
Monks, may cntitle himself to the benefit of all these in-
dulgences; and every other religions order in the Chureh
of Jome, is endowed with os wany as the order of the
Scopular:—indeed they have swarmed like the plague of
locusts, * * ¢ * @ nm{ like that plague, have beeh fol-
lowed by another, un Egyptinn dorkness—n darkness
that may be felt—Oh! fearfully, terribly felt, in every
corner of every Jund whither her pestilent sway extendst

Such has been the profligacy with which indulgences
have been dispensed—such the heedlens extravagance with
which these so-called spiritual treasures have been squan-
dered,—cuch Page striving (v outdo all his predecessors,
in cheapening these wares—one giving ninety thousand
years of pavdon for that for which others would only give
thirty thousand years—snch I say has been the heedless
extravagance with which they have been granted, thot 1
hesitate not to affivm, thet if 2] the jodulgences that have
been supposed to be obtained, by good deeds or otherwise,
have been tnude aveilable according .to the intention of
the Church, first to the relief of individuals, and then to
the souls suffering in Purgatory, then has Purgatory been
effectually swept ont agnin um{ vgain, yea snd must for
ever be kept empty s for Indulgences have been granted,
and d to be obtained, enongh to satisfy for all the
sins of all the sinners that ever lived.  Protestants have
little ides of the desperate flugitiousness of the Popes in
the matter of Indulgences.  *1'ope Paul 115.” says Bishop
Taylor, in his Dissussive sgninst Popery, * he that con-
vened the Council of Trent, and Julius 111, for fesr, as 1
may suppose, the Council should forbid any more such
follies, for a farewell to this gume, gave an indulgence *
to the fruternity of the Sacrament of the ultar, or of the
blessed body of our Lord Jesus Christ, of such a vastness
and unreasonuble folly, that it puts us beyond the question
of refigion, 1o an inquiry, whether it were not done cither
in et distmetion, or with a worse design, to make
rehgion to be ridiculous, and expose it to 8 contempt and
scorn.”  ‘Pheindulgencesmounted 1o this—every member
of the order of Corpus Christi, who shall visit the Church
of 8t. Milsry of Chartrés every day in lent, cun guin
thereby during one Lent only, no less than seven hundred
und forty thousand yenrs of pardon for himself, besides
twelve plenary remissions for himself, and deliver four
souls out of Purgutory,  All the surplus of thid huge moss
of pardons, is spplicable by way of suffrage to souls in
Purgatory.  ‘Fo wurn this moastrous matter then into an
arithmetical caleulotion, if one mau, belonging to one
order, aud using only one method, can gain all these,
what must be the smount that can be done by all pious
Romanists, of all orders, and using a3} methods?

Ob! surely, surely, in all this, there must either be the
most accumulated mass of spiritus! trickery, or clse there
is & wholesale licence to commit sin !

"That indulgences are made subservient to the most
unblushing wnickery, is illustrated in what are called
» Privileged Alsrs,” one of which js set up in many
Churches, where masses for the dead are recited. A
privileged altar is simply, an altsr, to which an indulgence
1s sttached, importing, thet one mass said for a soul in
purﬁawry at that altar, will infollibly delicer the svul out
of Purgawry. Now it is not an uocommon thing for

manists Lo Jeave mone{'for many spusses to be said for
the repose of their souls; Cardingl Albernotius, t for
instance, left movey by bis will for fifty thousand masscs
to be said for his soul: an operation, which performed ut
common sltars, would employ oue priest for more than a
hundred years: recourse is thercfore hal to the privileged
altar, where one mass solves the difficulty, bappily ren-
dering aif the rest superflucus, and setting the priesthood
free from the discbarge of a laborious and isksvme duty,
But what name will express the vileness of a system thas
can foster corruption so tainted as this?

$ Bullar. Cornpend. Chesubin. Kom. 1623, umn. §. p. 36,

§ Dacher, Spiciieg. E4it. 1223, T. WM. p. T24.

§ Towashend’s Accusations of History, App. p. 383,

9§ Mendlam's Spiritual Venality, p. 18,

® ® Order of the Scapular, p, #0.

® {mpress, Paris per Phitippum Hotot. 1550,

t Apud Genes. Sepulvedam. in vits Egidif Albesnotsd Cavd.

; they arv to be vbtained at their fixed price.

Romapists profess a holy hortue of this praetice, talk
of it as av abuse, and deny it as a doctrine, It i nut
, difficult however to show that this has been the practice
of the Charch, from the days of the Retbrmation to the

veseut day: yet the gystem, without the money, is so
ihiguitoas, that, though the selling of indulgences proves
and seals the inigquity beyond the posaibility of equivoca-
tion, the mere sale adds but little to the Nagrancy of the
whaole: for the evil effects of the indulgence are equally
sure to follow, whether it is granted for wmuttering over
three prayers, or paying down three shillings

In the year 1300, being the year of Jubllee, Pope Alex-
ander VL, granted to the inhabitants of the whnr: realin
of England, a plevary indwigence, with power to choose
; their confessur, and obtain trom him “absolution o pems
- et cxdpa, from the guilt and punishment of sin," aud o
- dispensation or changing of all manuer of vows,  lu the
il however there is n clause, strietly timiting the privie
leges of the indulgence to those whe *being contrite and
confessad, put inta the chest tor the intent ordained sueli
i sumy or quantity of money, gold ar silver, as is loited
and taxed s and then tllows a seale of sixteen different
prices, accommodating the budl to the wealth and ability
of so wany grades of purchasers,  Polydore Viegil, the
; historian, who mentions this bull, assertx, that though the
moncy was cotlected, professedly to go to war with the
Great Turk, yet that after vast sums had been nmnssed;
no war was waged, Wt all found ls way into the privatg
cotfers of the simoniacal PPontiff, 3

Eighteen years after this, the monstrons execases of
Tetael, threw all Germany into an uproar: he unblush.
ingly assured those who came to purchase refease for the
souls of their parents, * The woment the mowey tinkles
in the chest, vour father's sont monsts up ont of Puore
gotory. " §  The protligacy of the pricsthond proved infucs
tious, and spread to the laity : it was no uncontmon thing
fur o man, who had purchased au indulgence, to carry it
to the paming table, and make it the stake in a gume of
cands or dice.})

Oh! bitterly did the Church of Rome riic the folly and
fmprudence of thut moat haprincipled agent 3 yet, rotting
as she was under the banetul leprogy of her own vennlity
and corruption, her hands could not cease from sing the
evil continued, and cven nereaneds 2o that five years
afterwarnds, in the year 1323, the Princes of the Germanie
Fampire presented to the FPope a list of 2 Hundred Grievs
ancen,—~in which they complain * that the Romna Poutitls
Bad suched all the marrow of their estates from the stmple
and 0o credulous Germans™—*1hat by this waflic in
indulgences the grentest encouragemoent is given to the
¢ ission of all er of crimes, furnicution, incesty
adultery, perjury, munder, theft, robbery; extortiont” ¢
This catalogue of erime is no fovention of the Germania
privcess as thongh to verify the charges thas brought
mgminat the Chuareh, a book was at that very thae open
sold In Paris, called * The "Caxes of the Apostolic Chane
cery, and Suered Penitentinry,” in which thise very
crimes, amd a multitude of oliu-rs ure enumernted, and
the prices marked for which absolution fivm them might
be obtained!  For instance, murdir and ineest might
cither of thum be pandoned for seven shillings wnd six-
rvncv, while pcr‘!ur_\' would coxt nine shillings, snd robe
ery twelve shillings.t Romanists have made wnny
efforts to overthrow the authority of this book ) at vne
time, they entled it n Protestant forgery, ntasother, o list
of the Fees of Otlicey but hoth these suwhterfuges ard
rendered useless by the honest Indignation of Clande
A'Espence, n doctor of the Sorhoune, and Rector of the
Unlversity of Pagjs, who In his Commeptary npon thy
Epistle to ‘Visus, having clted sovernl charges that ‘werd
miade nguinst the See of Rome, procewls to say, *that al]
these charges might be considered as the ﬂction of thy
envinies of the Pope, were It not for a book, printed and
exposad for sale at Paris, entitled, *The ‘1'ax Book of
the Apostolis Chancery,' in which more wickedness may
be Jearned than in all the smmainarius: of: al) vices, and I
which liceneo of sinning is proposed 1o most, and alisolu-
tion to all who will buy 1”3 “Fhis authentication of the .
book, by ane Wit would have been glad to have beep able
to deny cither its adthenticlty or It eximtence,~#ho Jas
ments over §t," 88 doing an injury to the ¢aust of Rome;
puts the fact of its existence beyond u donbty and It stande
an incontrovertible witnessagninst Rome, and her unblush<
ing venallty in the sale of Indulgences,”

A singular elrcumstance proves that the smle of thent
still continued, two centurien after the publieation of this
book.  “In the year 1709,” says Bishop Burnet “the pris
vateors of Bristol took the Galleon (a Spanish merchant
vessel), in which they found 500 bales o" these bullay nnd
16 reams were in a bale, so that lh«( reckoned the wholg
cume to 3,840,000.  These bullsore imposed upon the pro-
ple, nnd sold, the Jowest, at three rials, a little mors than
twenty pences but to some at 00 pleces of eight, nbout cle-
ven pounds of our money; and this to° be valoed ncedre
ding to the nbilh{ of the purchaser, once In two yoenrs 3
all ure obliged th buy them againit Lent,  Besldes the acs .
count given of this In the crulsing voysge, 1 have a par?
ticular atiestation of it by Captain Dumpier, and one of
the bulls wos brought mo printed, but so that §t cavnot be
read. Jle was not ‘concerned in costing up the nutsber
of them; but lie nays, that there was such o vast quantity
of them, that they carcened thelr ship with themn,"§

‘T'o coms down to our own dny, Ina work emitled,
“ Rome in the 19th century,” tha nuthor says, [ was sur-
prised to find scarcely o Chureh in Rome that did not hold
up ot the door the templing inseription of * Indulgenzia
Picnaria’ Two hundred days’ indulgence I thought o
great reward for every kiss bestowed npon the great l)lucz
cross [n the Coloaseum, but that is nothing 1o the indul-
gences, for ten, twenty and even thirty thousand yesrs,
thot muy be bought'at no exorbitant rute in many of the
Churchies,”§  Indecd the churges of the Germnn{; prine
ces - in the 16th centory, ma{ safely be relterated on he-
half of Jualy in the 19th; for if we may helleve the author
of a8 work entitled,  Three months residence in the motins
tains east of Rome,” it In s eany to” obtain absolution for
money now, even for murder, 08 it wos then,  “ A¢Fivolf
eays the author, *s mnan was polnted out to us; who hod
sinbbed his brother, who died In egonies within an hour, -
The wurderer went to Rome, purchased his pordon from
the Church, and received & written protection from a Car-
dinal, in consequence of which he was walking ubost un. -
concernedly, a second Cain, whose life was sacred.”q
Oh! how atrocious that system which can thus set st de-
flance the laws of God, and even under his nome and the
pretended sanetlon of his authority, reverse the decree
which asid,  Whaoso sheddeth man’s blood, by mau shall
his blood be sheds” - :

It may be objected, that these are anly the tales of trae
vellers—they are worthy of credit nevertheloss—however
the sale of indulgences In the 19th century is proved une
der the hand and seal of Pope J.eo X11, himselfy in a hull

nted 8o Iute 38 the yeur 1828, for the use of e faithiful
in Spain.  Among other privileges, it impowers iis pur.
chaser “10 choose his own confessor, and obiain from him
plenury indulgence snd remission of whatsoever sins and
censures, even those reserved to the Apostolie chair (ex-
cept the crime of heresy) once in his 1ife, and aguin in the
srticle of death.” 1t then proceeds W suspend during that
yearall other induigences so that by whatever means any
of the faithful may have earned the benefit of standing
indulgences, they are all declared null and void, unless
this bul) likewise be procured. A happy expedient truly,
to ensure a spredy sale for this induugcncc! And lulfy
the bull fixes the price at which it s to be purchased, u
little more then seven sockdos, Bpanish money s wignifying
that when the monvy is actnally puid, the indulgence
comes in force, and not tifl then, “The whole is jndecd
merely a long laborious recept for a few shillings, profes-
sing in return o bestow certain spiritual benefits.*®

Here then is the sale of Indulgences amply and elearly,

roved, ¢ven in our duly; t here i undoubted evidence, that
3t not only hath been, but it still is: that Bowe, in this, as
in all her errors, is Rome still.
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