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A NAVAL ENGAGEMENT OFF THE PORT 0F ST.
JOHN NEARLY 200 YEARS AGO

]IV EDWARD JACK.

* MONG cclcbratcd Canadians of the seventeenth
cciitury d'Iberville stands forcmost, a mani of
uîîdauintcd court ge, bicroic resolution, and rcmark-
able enterprise. WVhencver duty called, regard-

lcss of evcry obstacle, wvc find lîim pushing to the front,
wvhctlîcr as commander of a frigate figliting the English, or
as leader of a band of Caiîadians going througli the woods
toattack, St. Joliin'., Neuwfousidland, or even struggling against
the ice iii Davis Straits, lic wvas always sure to hold bis
own, if not ta carry lus point. Denonville, speaking of him
as a young fellow, says: IlD'Iberville is a vcry wise, enter-
prising youtli, wh'lo knoîvs wluat lie isdoing. There are eîght
brothcrs, childrcn of tlîc late M. Le Moine. They do
lionor to the country."

lit the ycar 1696 d'Iberville wvas commander of a French
frigate off thc coast of Nce%' France. Baldwin, the missionary
iv'ho accompanicil i:n, lias left a description of what wvas
donc by this extraordinary mani in thc years 1696-97.
This relation, so far as 1 knoiv, is yet unpublished, and is to
bc found anîong the matiuscripts at Ottawva. In this docu-
mient, arter meintioning the arrivai of d'Ibervil!c's frigate
at Spaniard's Bay on the 26th of June, 1696, B3aldwin
says:-

"lWe found tiiere sotte Frenchmen with letters from
M. de Villebon inforniing us that the enemy aîvaited
us at St. Jolîn's river. God be praised, we resolved to
uncet theni thcre. On the 4 th of july the Indians cm-
barked with us and we set out for tic River St. John. We
liad flne enougli weatlier although we had much fog. Wheri
off Cape Sable 've heard the sound of cannon; this appar-


