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- THEY RECEIVED THI WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE $0.—Acts xvit. 11,
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S L PILGRIN'S SONGL
T AR happy land above,
Where pain ean find no place;
Where all is love, wid joy, and peace,
And bliss supreme that ne'er shall cease,
Restow'd by sovereign grace :
1 fnin wonld sone
. C'To thy blese'd shore
1inin wonld dwell, ‘where care and sin ave known no
Cmure. :
My weary soul ean find
‘ No rest in aught below :
The fairest prospeet fndes away,
And darkness ends the brightest day,
And rapture tirns to woe ¢
Wha then but sighs
Fur yonder skies ?
Though, through Use vale of death, the passage to it lies!

The weary traveller braves
The beating ef the storm;
Cheer'd by the thought, that home and friends
Will sooth him when his journey ends ;
And each beluved form,
So dear belure,
He values more
Because his path was rough, and stormy winds did roar.

So wonld I too press on,
Thuugh stovins and tempests rise ;
So may each cioss [ meet with here,
Aud all the weesof life, endear
My mansion in the skies;
- And urge my flight
To werlds of light
To that unclouded day, which kuows no shades of

night.
Friendly -Visitor,
T SR e TR I sl
THI SUBSTANCE OF
A SERANDN

BT THE REVEREND R V. ROGERS, M. A,
Preached in 8t Junies’ Churel, Kingsten, on
Sunday Moruing, July 12h, 1616,

2 1ivotny 11, 25206,

** In meckness inatructing those that oppose them-
selves 3 it God peradventure wiil give them eeprntance
to the ncknowledging of the trath; and (at they may
recover themselves outof the snare of the desily who
are taken captive by Linuat his will,”

“This injuuction was in the first place given to
‘Timothy as an ordained minister, shewing the spirit
and temper in which he should exercisa Lis ministry.
A like command being givento the ¢ brethren”
those ¢ who ‘are spirifual,” taught of the Iloly

* Spirit as the troth is, in its practice.ns weil as theo-
1y, we are warranted in not-confining’this lesson lo
ﬂ)lc‘minist‘r_v 1 and that it was sothoughtby the early

Christians, * their practice . plainly “tedches; whe'

. s went every wherepreaching  the word " for
- thotigh the nanies of ‘Apellas, ~Aquilsyand Priscilla

. are mentioned; we must not-sippose’that they alone’
s were exceptions to” the rule~=that! they,: who . are
1 should. wail on. 1}

ministered the same®? one {0 a
1 ards’of the manifold- grace-of: God.'!
: how lovely'is the exumple of thei
deep persu ik Gt
patience at-the'slow
ceive itintlove,: dor’} ¥l agai
who withslood ithem 5 /nor . any desire of retaliation
i by using railing words ; ‘nor-any intention of quickly
. giving up their task,:in conscquence of the stub-
hornness of opponents :—on the contrary, convinced
that whatever themselves had, they had received
asa free: gilt, they daved not boast asif they had
‘not received it—conscious whose power had remeved
- the veil from their hearts, whal teaching had in-
strucied them, whose light had. given them ¢ the
light of the knowledze of the -glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ,”” with that ¢ meekness ol wis-
dom” whieh humility produces, they ¢ repravel,
rebaked, exhorted with all long suffering.” (2 Cor.
iv. 6. -

'I‘hg sincere inquirer alter truth ¢they took and
expounded unto him the way of God more parfectly.”
(Acts xviii, 26.) ¢ Lo ineekness they instructed thoge
that oppose themselves ; iff God peradventure will
give them repentance to the ackuowledging of the
trativy and that they. may recover themselves out of
the snare of the devil, who are laken caplive by
him al his will.™ And when the enemy blasphemed
as well as opposad, ' thay departed thence, and in
the same “meek and Jowly® temper, offered the
torms of life and salvation toothters. -~ ~ -

Let it be remembered, that « the unruly and vain
talkers and deceivers” of (hal doy iwere ¢ specially
they of the cirenmeision.®® They were Jews, who,
compared with the Heathen, knew God as he had

[

revealed himself in bis word: no plea of ignorance, |

therefore; could palliate their conduet. 2 The
oracles of CGod were commilled to them?-—they
searched (he Seriptures, and yet ¢ wresied” then
(roin their plain meaning:  It'should be considered
“ oo, that ¢ many subverled whole houses, teaching
things which they ought not, for filthy lucré’s suke ;
gain was their godliness ! ('T'it. i, 6—12) nol honest
ignorance, but blindness wilful, for the sake of gain,
made them oppenents to the Gospel ! - ‘
Wilh that tendency to: the being quickly angry,
which deep feeling occasions in: defending truth—
defending, too, nol against.ignorance. alone, but

wilful, . stubborn - hlindness.. closing. ils eyes, lest it

should sce j—nor this only,” bit ignerance “begotten
of lusl, dreading the breaking in‘of Jight, which
would “lay open % the. chamber ‘of ‘imagery i and
this from men, who, wlien they knew God, refused
1o glorily Him as God—yet, after the ‘example of
Christ, they ¢ bore the infirmitics of “the 'weak »

. “and % enduredthe contradictions of the wilful,? <tin
* mceleness instructing those, thal oppose theinselues.?,

" Haviiig been requiesied hy several members of my

- congregation, members'of the Loyal Orange Society,

" {0 pddress thein on this the Anniversary of the land-
ing of William of Orange ivho, a5 an inslrument in

“_the hand:of the God of our: fathers; wrought & mighty

_deliverance for Greal Britainy’T-know o betler way;
: St A

tion of the:follawing-
SR mnm;smo.\z; B
S0 That Diving: Trullibill cver be opposed j—1the
dofence must’bein thes spivil ofTiuth;—that,
, ood of (he vanquishe st be the
i Thal Divine. Trulh will e

ohject sought.:
CTRinsThPART:

‘not’

.to be: brough
"whase eyes,

L opposed, is cqnnii}_frohx"tHé;ﬁcl*;hﬁh n@a_n-‘ddc’s’ri’ét {}

love (ruth, -« The carnial mind is' enmity against
God.? (Rom. viii. 7.) It cannot by otherwise ! none
can know the things whieh are freely given to man
of Gad, except he receive the spirit which is of Gad.
“ The nalural man reeeiveth nol the things of the
Spisit of God,>? (1 Cor. ii. 12—14.9 ' :

Sueh a mind, not ¢ discerning,”” not ¢ seeing ¥
sn as lo ¢ perceive” the excellency of truth, cannol
discover why it should he at peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ 3 much less can it «¢ pecetve
the truth inthe love of 1.2 ‘They who do not Iore
the truth, suffer it not to'abide in them (John'v. 38.)
and not liking {o retain this knowledge of the one
true (ad, in Jesus Christ sent into the world, to seek
and save the lost, God gives them up to a reprobate
mimi, so void of judgment as to helieve alie, so
Wostrong” s their ¢ delusion,” who are not kept
and directed by the God of all wisdom (2 Thes.
ii. 1LY With them, the lie becotnes truth ; is loved
as such 3 and confended for as snch!  Probably they
asked, but they asked like Pilate of old, ¢ }What 1s
truth 172 )

They had'not the answer, because {hey asked
amiss, that they might consume its gains on their
lust 3 and now with all the malice of wonnded
pride, they < resist the truth 32 ¢men of corrupt
tninds, reprobale concerning the faith.” (2 Tim. iii.
8.) How ploin the lesson !~ Are you inquirers after
truth 2 would you know what it is, you must he
sincere as to the uge which you irtend to make of
it. ‘This < gift of God*? is not to be hid for any olher
purpose than a holy practice.® 11 any wan will do
his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God or whether 1 speak of myself (John
vii. 17.) : . ‘

2. Tn proportion fo the clearness with which it is
stated, and the faithinlness with which itis enforced,
will be the attempts Lo darken its Jight; or turn the
edpe of that which is the ¢ sword of the Spirit,?
Ho put eut the light of God's word he beyond the
powerof the enemy, then he places beside it the
words which man’s wislom teacheth, as arivalto
¢that ‘which the Holy Ghost teacheth *’—raises
human assertion to a level with ¢« thus saith the
Lord ! —lighis up the glimmering taper of reason,
to find sut the heaven-discovered truths of revela-
tion or, darkening the counsel of God by words
withant knowledze, (Job xxxviils L) forbids you to
read the record of Ged's love, except through the
glasses which man’s wisdom supplies.

Before passing on to the consideration of the next
rart of our proposition, I wonld ask you to consider
that ¢ Tlie Cheareh of the living God® is lo ke ¢ liwe

pillar and ground of the truth’

Itis tothe 3¢ the ground” where the truth of God

‘iy ever/to ke, asthetree in its nataral soil, striking

its roois downwards and bearing frait upwards. ,
C It is 1o be < theopillar,®? whose column, lofty
enongh to enableall men'to see what is ¢ the'light
of the ‘knowledge of the  glory. 'of God®<has -ils
base ;amiudst ¢ the  congregation=of: faithful- men®’,
(Al xixy~~men, who have: bought the truih, and
are not.willingito sell ity who hava: obtained ‘their
freedom at ap ;

tunder-bondage ‘ol any .mai

whio are.not (o

ngi
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vceLve,
‘or:{heial-

hether by

urements of e oyes. & the wisdom, > or the - prond-
lnrements of the pye, ¢lhe lom,*-or the prond-
pageandy both ¢ coining fram ~baneath” (see James

i, 15, TLiohniis 16--17.) 7 tHence ilis, fhat the
Churelrof Christ has evér. been, and must ceer. be
milifint heve on earth, . 1Uis the image and glory of
the God-man Christ: Jesusy, and will ever) be the
object of Natdans ceaseless and nost deadly attacks.
Enmity must ever be hetween the seed of the woman
and the seed of the serpent—the bruising and the
wounding will continne Gil Satan be cast into the
lake of the second leath, (Rev. xx. 10.) Asit an-
swers the end of ils being, so il it call forth this
enmity—steadfastness in holling forth the lampof life
—rprayerfulness supplying that lamp with the needful
—diligent watchinz to keep it himmod—mnst ever
provoke the demlliest hatred of the God of darkness
and of his—even the children of this world ¢ who
love darkness rather than light??

Task you; Brethren, why was Christianity, the
religion’ of love—speaking ¢ pence on earth and
good will towards men,” withstood by all the rea-
soning ol philosophy 5 all the powers of art; and
when these failed to silence, by all that # bonds
and imprisonments-and -deaths could do to alarin ?
Because, like  creation itself, ¢ it was very good,*
as to its nature ; and for its power, during ils in-
fancy, with the fabled hero of heathen story, whilst

.inits cradle, it was mare than a mateh for the old

serpent seeking to destroy it !
And-why, in after ages, did the God of this world

take it into favour, raise it {o power, placing ‘it in{;
the vacant thrones of hitherto the abodes of his

power? History {ells—¢ The love of many wuxed
cold**—¢¢ iniquity abounded ;°? ¢¢ men became lovers
of their own selves—¢¢lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God**—little rewmained but the name
of Christianity ; and with its:name (o live, but dead
to all its former power and demonstration of the
iloly Spivitin. the lives of its professors, it offered
to the wisdom and power of the prince of this world
a machinery aloné capable of acting ont, vn a scale
unequalled, his hellish malice, and crafiiest policy.
Henee Satan is pérmitted fo place'on the ' throne of
Cwsar a professedly’ Christian * Priest—Roma, - the
persecntor of the gréal dpostle of the ' gentiles,
ambraces his self-styled suecessor;-and fromi - that
imperial throne, whence heathenisni‘had derived its

 chief support, goes forth a law,- Christian-in name,
-heathen in deed—a sovercignty more powerful, . be-

cause more - useful o the suppoit of his toltering
throne ‘in“the hearls of men—the: masterpiece of
Satan—Popery ! The.dark system of Heathenism
is covered-over with the: brightness of Christianity,
The: things of the ancient superstition . temain
nanes only are changed.  The'idol images are sur-
named ¢ Saints.*? - The ‘days, dedicated to: the
worship of “gentila’gods; vemain - equally desecrated

to the " aderationof: the- images of soma, “who de-.
| parted ‘in” the’ true: faith” and  fear. of God’s holy

name; but of ‘many; who were nothing in the \\"‘orldi
equallywith the fictions ol hieathen dyeamers ; ane
to' crown tlic whale, the Pontiléx Maximus becomes’
thia'Pope; henceforward “ewith all deceiveableness of

| untighteonshess” ta reign.intlie’ hearts of those

ho kno; { the ('rully',

“hutchaese 't believe a

reat price; and dre Tesolved not agaiii-

“Jesus: Christ - hath _bccnfé\jidc'ntljfsi}t:
e he  bewitched,

But, to come to later duys und our own deur nalive
lund, ~ Why was the  attempt -made 1o put out the
light of the Reformation,. wilh - the blood of Cran-
mer amd Ridley and Latimer and that long list.of
worthies? Why, in the days of ‘the 2nd James, to
root out - the tree which they planted—why 7 Be-
cause God, by their hands, was -again taking the
canille from under the Romish bushel and placing it
in the candlestick of » purer ministry, that it might
give light to all that were in the house! S

And, in this day what grand object has the
Church of Rome ¢ that great confederacy against
the civil libertics of men and the glory of God”’—
in putting forth ils utmost pewer throughout Pro-
testant’ lands?  Let it be known whal those
efforts are. Take asingle item of its expenditure
in its endeavour {o proselytize Greal Britain: in
1823 nothing was spent ; in 1825, £060; in 1834,
£9580; and in 1811, £40,860.  Listen o a state-
ment made by Dr. Wiseman, not Jong since: The
Roman Catholics had 700 priests busy at work in
Fngiand and * Scotland alone—upwards of GO
chapels for Roman Catholic worship—during the
last seven years 50 Roman Catholic churches had
been built, some of them larger than the largest
parochial edifices during the last six years, 20 new
Roman Catholic convents had been opened in ad-
dition to the establishment of large bodies of Sisters
of mercy and nunneries—50 Clergymen of the
Cliurch of England had joined the Church of Rome.

1a this part of the dominions and in our own im-
mediate neighhourhecd, look at the' mighty prepa-
rations of Rome again to bring ns into bondage, and
ask yourselves why?  The answer is—Gud has
revived fus work in these our days, und Salan comes
Jorth in his own place as an adversary ! !

2xn Panr~—That its defence must be in the spirit
of truth. )

_That the truth of God must be contended for,
none will question who value the truth ! Alas, for
the consistency of some ! A mawkish sensitiveness
prevails, sickening to the heurts of those who know
what ¢ the pearl of greal price’? is; which holds
its peace when the enemy is seeking to rentove the
ancient landmark between trath uad error, - Bre-
thren! it is the spirit. of unbelief decviving the
hearts of the unwary! It is but another ##he® of
“ him who was a liar from the beginning® ! Yor it
the posilive light of Christianity and the compara-
tive darkness of ‘Judaism were cqually valuable,
why did Christ bear witness to the truth as it is in
Jesus, even to the death ; why lay down hislife, as
¢ the way, the trath, and the life 1
- 11, to preserve truth inits primeval purity, were
a matter of indiflerence, why has the Holy:Ghost
recorded, ¢ other foundation can no ‘man lay than
that is lai}>><=¢¢if any man preach any other gospel
unta: you - than - that which - we ‘have preached?—
¢« though we oran angel flom heaven: preach any
other ;gospel. unto. you -than- that which we “have
‘preached unto:you, let him be accursed’’—=< if there
come any. untoyou,.and.bring not'this dctrine, te=
' ‘out house;. neither bid him God -
JIe closed the' hddk of .God’s
earful a:declaratjon;
vay from: the words of the
God shall ti

any man-shail italk

book of this (p‘rdfil‘\ecy,_
kofih

: once delivered: to . ints ;
earnestly; contended: for ; aml “yet,: conlention, in
any.ather spirit-‘than: the. spirit which ‘the ‘truth
teaches, would-he; equally with a sirrénder, proof
that we are.not Christ’s disciples. . That invaluable
{reasure ‘mest he  kept “sacred ‘from {he meddling
toneh of men'or evil spirits. But. as a gift of the
Holy Spirit it can be kept no otherwise thun by the
power of that Spirit!  Now, as-of old, the ark of
tod must be attended by ¢ a holy priesthood only.
(1 Pet, 2,5; Comp. 1 Sam. vi.- 19 aud 2 Sam, vi.
G, 7.)  What the temper of mind is, we are told—
“in meekness instiucting those that oppose them-
selves; if God peradventure give them repentance
to the acknawledging of the truth.” Itis the spirit
of an_instruclor—giving liné upon line of the sin-
plest elements of knowledge to an ignorant pupil,
‘as his' limited eapacily can receive il :—nay more :
it is the palien? nurse with a wayward infant—it is
the genlle mother seeking o overcome an obstinate
child refusing inslruction.

And il you seck examples of that spirit, vou have
them in the meck Moses dealing with stiff-necked
Tsraeli—the tender David descending from his
throne and inviting his suhjects—¢ Come, ye chil-
dren, hearken unto'me, [ will teach you the fear of
the Lord ;" (Ps. xxxiv.) the Prophets speaking
by the spitit of Christ which was in them :—bnf,
above all, in the meek’ and lowly Jesus- who, not-
iwithstanding the contradiction of sinners against
themselves, could . yet bid—¢ come unto me®—
“earn of me.”? :

Then—the example left for uslo copy, in our
struggles for truth, 1s not that of a conqueror dic-
tating terms at the sword’s point,—not that of a
master compelling by the authority of rewards and
punishment. - It might have been all this : As Lord
of all creation—King of kings——such. might . have
heen God’s way of enforeing those lessons, which
‘men refused toreceive. . Had it been so, however,
‘it would not have been the spirit of Christ, which
‘has ever been the spirit of Jove. :

The spirit and- temper of mindy in which God’s
itruth should be:contended for is plain from' consi-
dering the objects lo be gained. ‘ s

“3rb Parr—Not viclory, but the good of the van-

quished must be the object sought alter.
- The salvation of ;the soul is the highest possible
good ; and this ‘was-the end of all the Saviour’s
conversalion with men.  Chiist. thus ‘states his
object : ¢the Sow of man is comie{o save that.which
was lost.”? (Mat. xviiiv1L). again: ¢«the. Son' of
‘man is not coute to destroy men’s lives, bul to save
them ; (Luke ix. 5,6.) and{osécure this, he becomes
the,Shepherd and Bishop.of souls, and-seeks them:
that ‘are outof thd 'way, to bring “them back from.
the ‘crror of their, ways : andwhat'is the language of
the Saviour’s lears.over’ Jerusalem, but that'of one
motrning her obslinacy; and telling  hig wiltingness-
lo recover lier- from!the Fanare und ' condemnation:of
thedevil . ¢°0 - Jerusalem, - Jerusalem, thou ‘that
killest:the prophets, and‘stonest them which are sent:
unto- thee, *how often iwould I have; gathered:: thy.
children® togelhier, “even ‘as: a “hen gatharath: her
iherwings, ‘and: ye.'wouldinotli

chickens ‘under’ :
(Mats xXiii 37)) 2 *And so of - St-Paul--did-he mag-:

| nify his ‘offico’as

1¢7 commissioned- apostle: to: th

‘gowned, moving about,

3

Gentiles 2—if by any means he. might provoke to
emulaiion them which were his flesh, and ‘might
save some of them, (Rom. xi. 14.) he became all
things to all men, that he might gain the more.
(1 Cor. ix.) . . U
Indeed, it is ¢ by the foolishness “of preaching
that God pleased to save them . that believe? (!
Cor. i, 21.) and therefore Timothy is - cantioned—
¢take heed unto thyself,and unto the doctrine 5 con-
tinae in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself,and them that hear thee?” (1 Tim. iv. 16.)and
Jude, addressing the several Churches, bids them
¢ of some have compassion, making a difference :
and others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”
(Jude 3.) .
L.astLv——Consider that strength, which should be
ever present to the conlender for ¢¢ the faith once
delivered to the saints :**—Clod only can give success
{o mun’s labours. . < If- God, peradventure, will give
them repentance te the acknowledging of the truth.*?
A victory in which the opponent is silenced by the
force of argument, or even where the judgment is
convinced, does not meet the object of the contenders
for ¢ the (ruth once delivered fo the Suinis.”> On
the contrary, ¢ obedicnce o the truth,?” such an ac-
knowledgment of its power, holiness, and beauty as
brings the enemy to the feet of the God of all truth,
a broken-heatrted penitent—an humble suitor for the
mercy which the trath, as it is in Jesus, offers to ail
who will accept it—{his is that which the friends of
{ruth have in view in their leaching those who oppose
it. This ought to be the desire of every Protestant
in his"intercourse with Romanists ¢ by pureness,
by knowledge, by long-suffering, hy kindness, by
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, (2 Cor. vi. G.)
to < convince the gainsayers™—« i meckness in-
structing those that oppose themsclves; if God per-
adventure will give them repentence to lhe acknotwe.
ledging of the truth ; und that they may recover
themselves out of the snuve of lhe devily who are

taken caplive Ly him at his will.

HENRY MARTYN'S INTERCOURSE
ARMENIAN ECCLESIASTICS.

Serr. 12, 1311.—~The horses not being ready for
me according to my order, T rode alone, and. found
my way fo Iich Miazin (or Three Churches), two
and a half parssangs distant.  Directing my course
lo the largest Church, T found it enclosed hy some
otirer buildings and a wall.  Within he entrance.
I fonnd a large court:with monks, cowled and
‘ On seeing'my Armenian
letters, they - brought  me to the patriarch’s: joilge,
where I found two bishops, one of whom' +was Nes-
tus, at breakfast on® pilaws, kubebs, wine, arrack,
&e.;and Serafino with them. . As he spoke English,
‘Frenchy and Ialian, 1 had no difficulty in communi=

WITH

cating-with my. hosts. ~ After hreakfast, Serafino’

showed me the. room: appointed, and sat dotwn and
told 'me liis story. " His “proper.name, in'A

=
2n
Y
&
G
]
b
-

rliventy
Libanus, where’

left Rome, and".repaired:to’ Mount':

he was ordained, and there his eyes‘were: opened: to |

the falsehood of the Pope’s ‘pretensions.. ‘After this
he served the Armenian church at Erzerum, and
then at Cars, afler which he'went to Bagdad.™ Re-
ceiving at this time an invitation from the patriarch
at Ych-Miazin o join_their body, lie consented, on
condition that he shauld not he considered as a com-
mon monk ; and accordingly he is regarded with
that deference which his talenis and superior infor-
mation demand. Heis exerting himself to extend
his influence in the monastery, for the purpose of
execuling some plans he has formed for the improve-
ment of the Armenians.  The monastery and con-
sequentiy the whole of the Armenians, are under
the direction of Nestus, une of the hishops j for the
patriareh Ephraim is a mere cypher, and passes
most of his time in hed, About three years ago,
Nestus succeeded in_forming a synod for the ma-
nagement of the business of the ‘church, consisting
of eight bishaps, in which, of course, he is all power-
ful. “The  patriarch is clecied by twelve bishaps.
One member. alone of the Synod isa man of any
abilily, and he somelimes ventures to differ from
Nestus. The object which Serope has at heart is a
college, to teach the Armenian youlh logic, rhetoric,
and the otber sciences. The expedieney of this is
acknowledgzed, butl- they cannot-agree “about the
place where the college should be. - Serope, consi-
dering the dangerto which' the cathedral-seat is

exposed, fram ifs situation between Russia, Persia,-

and Turkey, is for building it at T'eflis. Nestus, on
the contrary,: considering that - Egh-Miazin is the
spot-appointed. by heaven, according to a vision of
Gregory, for. the calhedral-seat, and so sanctified,
is for having it there.. The errors and superstitions
of his people were the subject of Serope’s conversa-
tion the whole morning, and seemed to-be the occa-
sion of real .griel to. him.. He infended,. he said,
after a few more months trial of what he conld do
here, to retire to Indiay and there. wrile and print
some works in Armenian, tending lo enlighten the
people with regard to veligion, 'in"order to introduce
a reform. " T said all:l could to encourage  him in’
such a blessed work : promising him ‘every aid from
the English, and proving to him, from the example
of Luther and the other European reformers, - that,
heweverardudus the task might seem, God wonld
surely be with him fo help him. - [ mentioned the
awful neglact: of - the Amenian clesgy, in never
:preaching 5 as thereby the glad tidings of ' Saviour
iwere never proclaimed.” He .made no reply-to this,
but that ¢ il was to'be lamented, as the people were
never called dway from vice:>.© When ‘the "bell
rang for vespers,- we ‘went together to the ‘great
«churchl * The ecclesiastics,’ consisting of ten bishops

.and_other monks, - with the choristérs, were :drawn

‘up in asemicircle fronting the ‘allar, for a viewiof
which the church-dosr, was: Ieft open, ™ Seropie “fell
inlo, his'place;- and’ went thiengh o fow of the ¢ere=
monies; hé then'took” me into the chureh, never
ceasing to remark. upon the ignorancé and  supersti=
tion of thic. péople.  -Some of his Catholic prejudices
against Lutherseemed 1o remain., - The monks dine
togetherin the hail at eleven 3 at*niglit’ each ‘sips
in-his 'own room. i Sdrope, Nestis, and two-or, three

R

others, form a-patty ‘of themselves, and:seldom dine

‘:agent at-Madras, and one

in the hall ; 'where codrsencss, both' of : meals
manners, too-much- prevailsy b o
Sept. 13-—T asked Serope: about the 16th:Psalm.
in the Armenian version 3 he. translated it.into cor
rect Latin, - In the' afternson-1 waited . on - the: P
triarch ; it was a visit of great ceremony. : Heiwas:
reclining on a soit'of thrane, placed in the middle of
the room. Al stond, rveept the two senior bishops 5
a chair was set for me anthe: other side, close:to’
the Patriarch 5 to my right "hand slood. Serope, to.
interpret. - The patriarcﬁ had “a dignified,: rather:
than a venerable appearance. - His conversation con-::
sisted in protestations of sincere “attachment,.in ex~- "
pressions of his hope of deliverance’ from the Ma-. [ - .
hometan yoke, and inquiries about my translationsof -
the Scriptures ; and he begged me to consider my-
selfas at home in the monastery. Indeed, thejr.:.
attention and kindness are unbounded : “Nestus and -
Serope anticipate my every wish., Itold the pa- -
triarch, that [ was so happy in being here, that :did . .~
duty permit, I could almost be willing to become a- g
monk with them. He smiled, and fearing, perhaps, .. !
that I was in earnest, said, that they had quite -
enough. Their number is a hundred, { think. - The
church was immensely rich till about {en years ago,
when, by quarrels between two contending pa-
triarchs, one of whom is still in the monastery in
disgrace, most of their money was. expended in re-
ferring their disputes to the DMahometans as arbitra-
tors, There is no difficulty, however, in replenish-
ing their coffers : their merchants in-India - are en-
tirely al their command, .

L * L
Sept. 16.—T conversed again with Serope on,

his projected reformation. As he was invited. to

Ech-Miazin for the purpose of educaling {lie Ar- ,

menian youth for the ministry, he has aright to dic=" -

tate in all that concerns that matter. His objection

to Ech-Miazin is, that from midnight {o sun-rise all

the membeis of the monastery must atlend prayers ;

this requires all {o be in bed immediately after sun-

set, The monks are chiefly from the neighbourhood

of Erivan, and were originally singing-boys ; inlo

such hands is this rich and powerful foundation

fallen.. They have no vows upon them but those of

celibacy. Upon the whole I hardly know what

hopes to entertain from the projects of Serope. He

is bold, authorilative, and very able ; still only thir<’

ty-one years of age, but then heis not 'spiritual : s

perhaps this was the state of Luther himself at first.. '

Ttis an interesling lime in the world; all things,

proclaim the approach of the kingdem of God, and .

Armenia is not forgotten. There is a monastery of

‘Armenian Catholics at Venice, which they employ

werely in-printing the DPsalter, book of prayers, &c. =

Serope intends addressing his first work to.them, a5 .

they are the most able divines of the Armenians, tg =

‘argue them back from the Roman Catholic cominu~ 4

niony in which case'lie thinks they would co-operate

with him cordially,"being as muchi concerned ‘as

himself at the gross ignorance: of their: countrynien

The'archbishop™ of “Astrachan’ has'a pre

"
{

g the: Scriptures  and;
ong'at Ech-Miaz Constar
four “fellow-collegians:of : Sero
11 as he by the Propaglhnda,' who used to

THE “PAROCHIAL 'SYSTEM, FORMERLY
S UINMASSACHUSETTS: i
‘Once, “the ‘clergymen”of "Massachuseits: were -
seitled over ferritorial parishes,—just as.a governor -
or a proconsul was ruler over a province.. . All per- &
sons, within ceriain geegraphical boundaries, be-
longed to the parochial jurisdiction of the ofie, as !
all within the limits of the province 'came within
the civil jurisdiction of the other.. Then, the "mi-
nister spoke of his parish as a man speaks of his.
farm. Livery child born within the parochial limits
was supposed to owe asort of allegiatice fo the
seltled clergyman, whoever lie might be, of ‘what-
ever he might be § in the same way as; acéordingTto:
the English jasw, every one born within tHe four
seas, becomes irredeemably, by that event, 2 subject’
of the British erown. The priest said < my pecple,” -
and the people said “my priest.”? R
We need not stop to_contetitplate the ‘half-Papal
authority which somelimes grew otit of this rélation-
when skilfully used; but, we, though' claiining . no
wisdom or honour on account of our advanced’ age,
are still old enough to have seen and héard &' cler=
gyinan, at the church door on the Sabbath; stop, and:
order a company of full grown men inlo the meet< :
ing-house, just as a schoolmaster; at: the present
day, orders a group of loitering boysinto the school-
reom. S
* But theright of parochial expatriation,at first yield-.
ed with reluctance and- exercised . with many em- .
barrassments and disabilities, soon becanie common ;
and, at last, a revolution in public sentiment,, which::
is not likely-ever fo go backward, swept every;bar-
rier which obstructed egress; and now,.a child.that
is born, or 2 man who - establishes . his- residence,
under the eavesof a church, isno more houndyand -
feels himsell.no .move_ bound, -to the: fellowship or
the faith.of those who worship in'it,—his-6wn fathers: -
though they may be,~than {he swallow, that builds, ¢
her nest in.the belfry for*one year, feels bound to. © =~ "
return:to it the next, though she. might. find:.else~i ==
where a'sunnier spot and a balmier.atmosphere,
 Now, can any substitute .or equivalent,: on: the
part.of the clevgymany be found for- this lost adyan<: "
lage? - Avchildyal the present diy,instead of-being. .
necessarily. born inside of a parishy, as’all’.children;
were of old, tis inecessarily batd outside of:it; in
stead of ‘having civil relalions Wilh a réligiousibody |
in'spite-of himsell; he'has no'sich:relations in spife
of limself,and must:continue! o, have : nons; until:
‘he himself shall create them! by his: own voluntar
‘act. = How, then, is.he lo -become. acquainted-wilh.
ithe shepherds of the folds around him, or thieyivith
him?..-An occasional passing by cach :other
‘streets will never cstablish - such -an“acqunintan
‘ A:chance . introdietion; ' should -that:
-never doits . 1earing pa :
and. pastors of:.all “teligiou
owiy as wolves insheep gl '
ward:ivay-{o openian-avente .t affection . g
therhood. - Even the:Sunday school will:ido,
to a very limiled-degree,  :Butclergymen:ha
resource’ lefty==they can:hecome acquaint
children, they can Zehils

them, in-the school




