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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

It has become necessary once
moreto callthe attention of our sub-
sceribers to the large number of sub-
scriptions which remain unpaid,
after repeated appeals for prompt
settlement. Prompt payment of
subscriptions to a newspaper is an
essential of its continuance, and
must of necessity be enforced in the
present case. Good wishes for the
success of our paper we have in
plenty from our subscribers, but
good wishes are not money, and

- those who do not pay for their paper
_only add an additional weight to it,
and render more difficult that suc-
cess which they wish, in words, to
be achisved.

Let it be clearly understood, then,
that from all those whose subscrip-
tions are not paid on or before the
1at of December next, we shall col-
lect the larger sum of 84.50, accord-
ing to our regular rule, wkile we are
of necessity compelled to say to
those who are now indebted to us
that if they do not pay their sub-
seriptions for ISS2 the
above date, we shall be obliged to
discontinue sending them the paper
after the 1st January, 1883.

All thoze who really wish success
to the Capadian Illustrated News
must realize thatiti can only succeed
by their assistance, and we shall
take the non-payment of subscrip-~
tions now due as an indication that
those who s0 neglect to support the
paperhave no wish forits prosperity

We have made several appeals
before this to our subscribers, but
we trust the present will prove ab-
solutely effectual, and we confi-
dently expect to receive the amount
due in all cases without being putto
the trouble and expense of collect-
ing.

We hope that
subscribers will fail in making a

betore

not oue of our

prompt remittance,

TEMPERATURE

a3 obrerved by Hearn & Harrison, Thermometer and
Barvmeter Makers, Notre Dame Street, Montreal.
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" 1HE WEEEK. =
T) calamity which occurred in the. burning
““of the Park Theatre on tha very night on which

Mrs. Langtry was to haye made her first appear-
.ance, has deprived the New Yorkers of the pro:

mised treat for a tinie.’ However, Mr, Abbey
lost no time in seeking for & fresh stage upon
which to display hi protége, and an arrangement.
was madé almost immediately, by which Mr.
Lester Wallsck, in the most friendly nianner,
agreed to postpone his forthcoming novelty and
allow the Jersey Lily to appesr at his theatre,
where she will make her first bow this { Monday)
pight. The aceount of Mrs. laogiry's loss by
the burning of the theatre seems to bhave been
ﬁ'holly unfeunded, but snother public favourite,
Mdnte. Christine Nillson, lost, it appears, a coa-
siderable number of costumes and some valuable
jewelery.
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Tug artival of Mrs. Langtry seems to have put
all other celebrities cut of people’s heads for the
time being, and it is hand to realize that Nillsou
aud the **diva ¥ Patti are actually together in
New York, and they are o be {ollowed during
the coming winter by scarcely less famous names.
New York seems really tobe deserving areputa-
tion for the place in which art is most loved and
honored of any city in the world, not exeluding
London. With the advauntsges of a large pro-
portion of the wealth of the continest, and, in-
Jdeed, of the world, the result of this awakening
has been that artists are focking to this new Kl
dorado, and the coming winter will prubably
show a larger atray of first-class masical stars
than can: be seen at oue time in any of the great
citiesof Earope.
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REMEMBEEING, says Mr. Ystes, the wmany
agresable reminiscences of his contempornries
Carlyle Las lately been made to favor the world
with, throuph the good cffices of his ingenuons
friend Mr. Froude, it is inmpossible to read,
without a secret feeling of satisfaction, what one
of his contemperaries thoughtof him.  Writing
of kim in 1832, that lively (and also very over-
rated) little body, Miss Mitford, opines: *“lu
Ergland his fashion is waning rapidly, and I
hace no doubt but that, like most overrated
men, he will live to share the commen fate of
idola—knocked down by his former worshippen
in revenge of their own idelstry.”  Which pro-
pheey, according to M. Edmond Scherer, was in

very truth fuliilled.

Tae Oxford University examinations are be-
ginning, it seems, o be severely criticized jn
England. Conpsidersble indignation was felt
and expressed at the end of last term at the rid-
iculously small Lumbers of those who were al.
judged worihy of honors.  There were rumerous
complaints, not only of the rigorons standapd
which copdemned the large mujority of candi-
dates to third and fourth classes, but also of the
injustice of maoy of the questions set biy the ex-
aminers.  Bui the examiners have outdone all
their past performances in a fresh instrument of
torture, which is knowu as the ** Fxamiustion
in lieu of Responsions,” and which took placeat
the beginning of October. * Responsions” is the
bigh-sounding title given to the first and easiest
test which an undergraduate has to undergo in
his academic career, the name being, of conrse,
a piece of fine irony to signify the entire absence
ol " responding ” on the part of the victim. On
the present occasion, 384 young men presented
themselves before their judges, and 21%—more
than half—went empty away. Now the exan-
ination is not in any sense competitive, all that
is required being a very moderate sequaintance
with elementary Lalin and Greek gramimar and
elementary mathematics. Either, then, the ig-
norasce on the part of yenng men of the age of
eighteen is positively alarming, or else the ex-
aminers are to blame for excessive saverity. -
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THE worst featurs in the ease, which cannot
but occur to iny unprejudiced obwerver, is that it
is more profitable fo the University exchequer
that a man should be ‘* plooghed " thaa that he
should pass. . Every time an umhl"gmdnaté has
ta'go up for an examination he has to pay.a fee
to the University chest, Thus a very unsuccess-
ful undergraduate ia a good investment for acn-
demic purposes, and the University gets a better
chance of being able to pay off ita enormous debt
-on the new schools. - Is it too much to hope that.
the Master of Balliol, who ‘is the new Vics.
Chancellor, will spare some part of the time

spent ‘in attending 'Varsity sermons to s consid-
eration of this important subject 1. - Pt

- Hioupaxnxes,” were the words addressed

by Sir John Moore at Corunna to the 42nd Rogi-
ment-—the famous “ Black  Wateh "~ High-
landers,” he suid, ** remember Egypt;" and the
brilliant and decisive charge that followed is still
held in honor as one of the brightest traditions
of that Jdistinguished regiment, In the crisis
of some great fature battle similar wonls, no
doubt, with similar results, mnay be addressed to
the Royal Irish Regiment, who have earned at
Tel-el-Kebir the especial notice of Sir Gatnet
Walseley. It wonld serve to remiud them of
their dash at break of duy on the fortified lines
of the Egyptians, whete they were fist among
the foremuwt, sl where, while all were Lrave,
they were accounted bravest of the brave.

THE NEW COMET.

In the beginnivg of the year 1886—more
exzetly on Jan. 27th there passed eloseby the
sun a comet with a long, but not very brillisnt,
tail. It wax not obwerved till after it had made
its nearest approach to the sun.  Nut observa-
tions wire made which suflice to show that it
moved inan orbit very similar (at least in the
sun’s neighbourhord) to that of the comet of
1843, The idea was then thrown out that the
comet of 1343, which was not expected to re.
turn in less than a ceutery {some assigning to
ite pericd of 400 yearsi, had been so retneded
during its passage close by the sun in 1843,
that its pertod of revclution had been greatly
reduced, so that it had returned i rather less
{atwut one month less) than thinty-seven years,
Many indeed, observing the singular rerem-
blancs between the orbits of the comet of 1668
and 1843, suggested the startling thought that
the comet of 1663 had returned in 1843, after s
eircait lasting 170 yesrs, then in 13S0 after a
cirenit of thirty-seven years, and so wight re-
tarn in a much shorter period still: **as for
instance,’” satd Dr. Hind, **in fiftesn years,™
OF course, el such estimates would be neces-
sarily vagne, since astronomen can tell very
little of the effects of {rictional resistanee in
the suu's atmosphere, or in whatever matter,
corepal, wetearie, or otherwisw, may »xist in
the sun's neighbonrhasd 1n sueh sort as to re.
tard & comet moving through it

And now a comet has come into view, rashing
swiltly towanls the sun, and circling sharp
arpund him in its perikelion swoop, along a
course so near that of the cometsof 1688, 1543,
and 1380 as 10 suggest that, sot iu fifteen years,
but in lesy than fhirty-fwo - moniks, this
strangely-treated comet has come back, to return
next wfler a yut shorter inierval, then more
more quickly still. and s0 ou in ever diminish.
ing circuits, until eventually its path  shali
becotoe actually vircnlar and very close to the

tead before lony 16 the atworbtion of the conmiet
benvath the sun's glowing surface. :
It may be well w recall bere the fact that
these ideas about the probable destraction of
the comet of 1543 are by no mrans usw. When
that comet was vistble in the southern hemis.
Kb-:r?, it was thought by wmany that its course
ad sctually grazed the sun’s surface.  ** Bot i
proved,” says Sir John Herschel, ‘“to have
just missed by an interval of uot more than
80,004 miles, which, 1n such a matter, in s very
close shave indesd to get clear off.”7  He then
notes that the vomet of 1665 way *“‘just such a
comet, with the same remarkable pecutiarity, of
a comparatively feeble hewd amr;n immense
train.”” The cumet of 18580 showed the same
peculiarity, inasmuch that when news was gent
honye by an observer who had been »o stationed
that the kead was above his horizon, he drewa
pictare cartying the outlines of the tail beyond
the true place of the head, aud wrote,. ** We
have canght a comet by the tail, but the head
wo have not yet ~een.’”  This, however, was
when the comset had already passed some dis
‘tance from the sun,  Lest any should imagine
that the comet whick on Sept. 17 and 18 last
was wssen close by the sun cannot possibly
reseble the comet of 1843, which had s ** com.
paratively feeble head,” let it be noted that the
eomiet of 1543 also wes seen at noonday, quite
close to the sun, at Halifax, N. S.; for in.
stance, so closs to the sun that Sir Johu
Herschei's iuformant told him the sun's light
dazzled and almost blinded him as he looked at
the comet, :
1t may, perhaps, interest the reader to know
precisely how the track of our recent visitor is
situatéd with respect to the suo. o
. In the secompanying figure 8 i thesun, A B
D the earth's path, 8 K + the directionof a line:
to the earth at the time of the verual equinox s
A the earth’s place on Sept. 17, when the comet
was first seen jn-the direetinn shown by the
arrow 7, close to the sun (on the side above the
sun in the figure) and drawing spparently
nearer to him; B-the place of the earth on
Sept. 24, when the comet was séen in the dic
‘Téction “shown by tho atrrow m, and drawing
away from the sun, as’it had been ever since
the afierncon of the ‘17th.* The plans of the
comet's path cuta the plane of tlie earth’s mo-
tion in the line n8n', . The curve a pb repre:
-gents Dr. Hind'a estimate of - the. comet’s path.’
The dotted curve & p ! represents the part of the
path of the comet of 1843 (according 1o the best
elements) neareat the sun, The' dotted " part of

‘the other part represents the reat of the curve,
wivt:h the“clempntq,opt}ainedf by Dr. Hind;" Ths

sup—a state of things which must inevitably §

curve 'k p'l represeuts the part of the comet of
1668 near the sun, about 88 closely ay it repre-
sents the path of the comet of 1843, ,

It may, perhaps, be thought that the resep.
blauce between the paths is nob very close
But, in point of fact, it is oLly the part aph
which is to be compared with the path &p 7 for
only this part has Eeen available }or determin.
ing the arbit—and Dv. Hind's rewalt . ix admi;.
tedly rough. 1 have obtained, myself, & gif.
ferent orbit, which, however, agrees with Dy
Hind’s in running very close by the orhit of
1843, fromatod, T

But a circumstance | have not yet seen po-
ticed really leaves us, as 1 think, very littla
room for donbt that the new comet is doomed
to sperdy destruction. It is pertuin that oy
Rept. 17 the new comet was cliss by the aup ay
at p, while on Sept. 24, asobserved at Viegys
it was at b, the position of which. point eg ihe
figure 1 have carefully and closely determipes
Now, the langer the period of the comet frapy
P to the time of its next return, the fariho
from X wonld the comet have got on Seps. 24,
But 1 find from & careful computation thas, if
the period were but & aingle year (in whicl, Ty
the centre of the comet’s path would be ay ¢
the comet on Sept. 24 should have hesy 51 -
instead of 4. M, then, the Vienoa f.\bvn‘:uim;
on the 24th {as reported Ly Mr. Chrstie, the
Astronomer Royaly is eorrect, tha comn: i
tetreating on e path- which it will circuiy ip
fegz than a year,  So that, whether we regard oy
as jndeed 1he same bosdy as the comets of } s,
1843, and 1880 coma back, or as another coner
which hag chenced to arrive in a course reser.
bling theirs, it hss certainly vudergena wyeh
resardation near the sup that 1t will come bak
o much lens tine than it accupied iu its aq
cirenit.  For assuredly there bas been no cnner
within the last twenty years, excapt the comuer
of 1854, which has traversed tiis comet's path
near the aun,

It seems certain, then {(if we can dependd oy
the Vienns observation of the 24hy, knowing,
2 we certainly oo, that the comet was at g
nesrest to the sun en Sept. 17, that before wmapy
munths are aver we shall see 3t bark again,
relurn in ever-narrowing  wiresitn  aud  ever
slmuening pericds, until, foally, t will cipele
rontd the sun in = fow hours, to be constantiv
retanded by frictional resistanee, bat aecelerat

§
in greater degree by vesubting inrush jowapds
the sun, until, finaily, each ‘poninn of s s

stauee reaches the van's surface with a vejooity
of a little more than a mile per second.  Thero
will then, in all probability, 1w consdderatis
disturtance, bur, although the ddes is now
utterly expleded that comety are mere fima o
vapour, the total mass of the vamet thus dus.
teoyed is, 1 conecive, too small for any such
inervase of heat-1o be produced, ss will reriously
trouble the juhabitants of the earth. )

The motion of the eotmel as it recedes mav
prove that the Vieons observation was inevact,
avd theinferences | have deduced from it ineor.
rect; but none of the abservations vt reconied
are consistent with an orbital circait of lung
period.

Siuce the above wasy written Dr. Hind lhas
calenlated the orbit of the new come! alrerk,
with a result close to that which 1 have ol
tained {soe Yant week's Rnoarieddye), and bringing
the path very usar that of the comet of 1542
His result aiso gives evidence of serious retards.
tion when the cumet was near thr sun.  Swgu-
arly euough, thire was evidence of & preciely
vimilar sort (theén neglected) in the case of the
vomet of 1843, [t wonld acenpy tae much spage
to discuss thy malter fiore; but 1 may be jes.
mitted to refer readers to next week’s Know.
ledye for an accounnt of the rather singnlar evi.
dence showing that the comet of 1543 was
bound to retan in leas time than its forare:
circuit bad gcenpiad; and that so also is the
great comat now passing away from nus.

Ricware AL Procran.

{ Besides the THuStration engraved for this
page , wegive a view of the comet ag wen on
the Znd inst., 8t 4.30 a.m., at Lake Timsab, au
the Suez Canal: this is from a deawing by Mr
G. T. Bimmons, K. N, engineer to H. M. 3.
Orion, ]

THE TRUE STORY OF TEL-EL-KERIL.

OtReial despatehes are at best but bald gen.
eral statements; and the letters of private in.
dividuals seldom give more than personal ex-
periences, extending over a limited area.  The
fature historian wﬁn would give a clear cam-
prehiensive nccount of the buuﬁ: muat depiend on
4 host of minar details, whivk can anly be
gathered. from  the .conversations &nd informal
deseripticos of those personally engaged. [ have
alreaidy had the plensure of tulking to several
distinguished officeis who have come home, and
ha\_-u learnt mnn‘y curions and_interesting facts,
It is pratty nearly certain that the reanlt of -the
action was an extraordinary fluke,  No doubt
Sir Garnet hail earefully weighed all hin chances,
and had'coms to tha conclusion ‘that these in
favour of a succemsful attack proponderated. But
it was a very near thing.. Our forward mov-
ement was no. surprise to the snemy. On the

sonteary, Lhoy were fully informed of it.- The

moment we broke up our camip, on the Manday
evening, {wo Amb spies who had beon actually
in our ‘midst ran- off as hard as they could to
Tel-el:Kebirand gave the alarm. Arabi's troopa
stood “to - their arms ; 'the trenches. were lined

“with soldiers, the resorves brought up from the

main camp, rnd all préparitions made to recoive

‘us. What upsot the enemy's caloulations was




