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1RONCLADS AND PASSENGER
SHIPS.

As we glance over the records of .t.he. creation
of the British Iron-Clad Fleet, uothmﬁlmﬁrespes
the mind more than the complete and effective
officialism by which the huge monsters have been
brought into being. The whole system has been
such as to bring the highest talent to the surface
and to keep that talent working at its fullest ef-
ficiency by the best encouregement a nation could
afford. There was not only constant communi-
cation of the experts who !u.nus!led the designs
and supervision with the originating Department,
but the public, that is to say, all intelligent men
who con}d be brought to take an interest in the
naval progress, were kept fully informed of eaich
month’s proceedings through the great popular
journals. Ifa celebrated constructor was so un-
fortunate as to difer with those who engaged
him, the quarrel was not carried on under a
cloud, and if his sense of honour compelled him
to resign his functiouns, every reader could make
himself «u fuit of the merits if he chose to give
the needed attention—and the man of science
and practice became thereafter the centre of a
loyal opposition in naval questions, keeping a
close watch over all the work of his successors.
It may be said that, after all, the work is g_u;it
annoyingly imperfect in its \results. The effort,
however, was a new ome. .The Il'onc]ad men
have done their best, and will %oon doing their
best, unshackled by routine. he Ironclad is
expected to be_ brought towards perfection ;)y
time and experience, even until thenecessity for
such huge armaments is happily no longer secn.
The lessons of the time have been mastered one
by one. That is the way we prepare for war, or
the risk of it. When the life interests of thou-
sands of emigrants from an overcrqwded stau:‘
are put in question, a8 regards the vital ste(f bg
the transfer of thewselves, thgu' families an -
longings across the ocean that intervenes betgeen
their old home aund the one in which they hope
to better their fortunes, the difference im con-
tructive arrangements is patent. In the one kﬁa};’sle
the builders have tried to make an unsinkabie
ship. In the other they have hardly'gge;))l a
thought to the special question of unsinkable-
ness.. The bright idea of compartments certam;_
Iy formed an exception to_this heedlessness b:-
routine, but even with this great dlscoviry x
fore them, there has been no trou]JIe ta ii!{l 0
follow up the principle to successful issues. Kou-
tine only has been triumphant. The service, in
fact, has been treated too exclusively as & ¢ uela)s
tion of commerce, although partly susta‘llrsle y
national subsidies. Although, as reg‘ziar bedqulz
lines, it has certainly been wgll‘ conhauc . ’ter-
lone as no extraordinary casualities ];;g fin ;
fored with the daily course, the people ¢ 1: y tl,:(i
terested have not them:ﬁlvise albefzgmi,iltsi or:sc ed

ith any care as to tho )
1\;‘;:2; s‘nfeyty or the preparations to be trusted f;)r
emergencies, and an essential check a.nlclla sec\éx‘-;e g
have thus been wanting. The ships lreh en
built as the manufacturer had got into t_let a i
of building them. They have been built oem -
counter rough weather, with plenty of sea'l.'(‘)lo .
but not collisions of any sort. The flouris o.
trumpets with wh'ch the advent of each new veﬁ-
sol was announced, was justified in many par
culars, but not in the one that now engages so
much attention. Magnificent vessels, ulx{ m:tt’ny";
of their requirements, have left the stoc s_.'(?e
what does it all avail, if they will not provi lo
the security that is needed ? And as tg at‘:,yline
them we were not in possession of the t:s , line
of certification or assurance from com :bitter
thority as to their resisting wers.ll kos bitter
experiences have filled the place of the nt(;‘w - egs °
to be gained in that way, but not as to 2thin
sels of the future. We expect to kﬂ[;)W Somin cag-
wnore of them than their sailing an s:ga;n g ca-
pacity—spleudid fittings— ac'com‘nil a 1'02 for
steerage passengers. _The unbmsssd opx:;it; o of
REkD B e slﬂi}c'mnﬁypaggdg :ponc(;he actua{
of the structure of the ship, h C ments
trustworthiness of buikheads and compa Lont
upon v hich life or death for so umn)l'1 smlel:zl ol
would be worth far moro to us than all splendours
of description, though & floating pglgxcetg:glvallt
ling (‘leopatra’s barge were pamteh u‘li e,
is 1ot the lazy Nile that is to be the: t:st ation
of these ships, but the At!antxc withi 8rle or-
g g’ O sl e o

cause the waves 2 3 .
E:suu]ty has to be provided agmnst.ndTli::edlicneé
berg thrusting like an Iron Rfl':;le—:o e and
something more than fragile pla ds oy
it: Rocky Coasts in fog an hl_;a :;"ei; o e
the neighbourhood of other shi 0 o ometdor-
occun-highway 147 all_({,:dbe fmitlst;l.l Xl'here isa
ed and effectually gmnnciesagﬂe Pt o with its

rave book of continge .
ﬁ::lo‘;:elled leaves. The armour that is to_defend

us, should, as far ag man 18 capable i){ l;;a]l“;:gt: l:tu,;
be placed beyond a peradventure: Bt e ks o
armour, and these impervious }:;rb:est Icertiﬁcate
compartinents tht?i:;r:lvi: l:l'eed»ntthe e etio
:ience can , - he cas retio
;::?;Ss;;i the hazardous enterprise s:i 1?01:)];1 d:(;:.
very, the ice-dangers have,begn o o, and
The constructgrs knew whatt f.);t Ay e
made provision accordingly. et Rt for
right ship for the Atlantic worg. o Iinsurance
the risks she is exposed to 18 ;)he ‘:'sty e
for life, and the chgapest for Prope »lc;te ity
fence she supplies is real, andpsn;pn e
ortion to her resisting powers, 1!u n ey
ing of monetary Insurances there ls ouly &
transfer of loss hfmm mr]:u‘;(i)g{et\:ﬁiﬁanfife M
e con y : ¢ :
?nr:ﬁgwl‘:::\:ﬁ)ﬁ protected. The right ship would

he vertain to be patronized by travellers.
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CYNICS.

The other day, my wife referring to some ex-
pressions which had just fallen from my lips,
called me a ‘“ cynic.” She said it reproachfulry.
‘“ You are a perfect old cynic, Joel,” were the
words she used.

The accusation caused me to reflect. I felt
there was some truth in the charge, and, like all
accused persons, I looked about me for some ex-
cuse. I had little difficulty in discovering sufh-
cient causes for the disease.

First of all, I thought—what iscynicism ?
There can be no doubt that it is generally ascrib-
ed to those soured and disappointed people who
endeavor to cover their ill fortune by bitter as-
persions on the machinery of human affairs. It
may be a question if this is entirely a just view
of the case. A cynic is one who objects to the
unfair mode in which matters go in this world.
If everything went on properly there would be
no cynics. If even-handed justice were meted
out to all mortals, the cynic would have a slim
chance. Unfortunately there seems to be too
good cause for all the bitter raillery which forms
the current literature of the professional cynie.

Instead of being a bad man, the cynic is gene-
rally a good man—an honest man—a generous
man—a warth-hearted man. Thackeray was a
cyvic, but who loved his fellow men better ?

0 was more anxious that each should have his
due ! Tom Carlyle is acynic, but what heart
beats more in sympathy with the great mass of
human beings than the sturdy old Scotch philo-
sopher's ! We pause in sacred awe when we come
to mention the name of Him who taught as never
man taught ; but when we read His words :

““Woe unto you ! Scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
erites ? for ye shut up the Kingdom of heaven
against men : for yye neither go in yourselves;
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in,”
we are alinost reminded of sublime cynicism.

Cynic am I ? Well, why not ? In my outlook
on the world what do I see ? Universal Justice ?
Success in proportion to merit ? Achievement in
themeasure of effort ? Reward in accordunce with
labor— honor with virtue ! Let the sleek and
smiling panegyrists answer these.

1 am not an old man, but I have lived long
enough to discover that in worldly eyes,
honesty is not always the best policy. I have
seen unscrupulous tricksters acquire fortunes,
and enjoy them to the end of their days, while
honest men, with greater toil, were living in
humble poverty because they would not be dis-
honest.

I turn to the realm of politics. Here I have
seen men who have mastered every important
public measure —who have all the qualities of
eminent statesmen—judgment, discretion, tact
and eloquence, who have never been able to enter
Parlisment : while empty-headed, vain, shallow
upstarts have stood at the head of the polls and
strutted gorgeously through the Halls of the Le-
gislature. Is not this occurring every day ¢ Do
we not all see it with our eyes, and understand it
with our hearts ? .

My friend A. toiled his way through college
which he left with honors ; toiled his way to
his © profession—-—law, of which science he has
made himself master. He put out his si
and diligently attended his office and ably

erformed whatever business was entrusted to
Eim. But his clients are few and his income
small. My friend B. pessed his collegiate course
at the same time. He studied little and consult-
ed his own pleasure much. He, too, studied
law, reading just enough to pass his examina-
tion. But, with scarcely any effort on his part,
he obtained a partnership with a well-established
barrister, and is now making a fortune. Is this
entirely fair ? My friend B. has not one tithe of
the ability or energy of my friend A., but he has
beaten him completely, will beat him, and the
world calls him the *‘ rising man.” And yet I
hear every day of my life the old threadbare
aphorism ? ¢ Merit will prevail, Sir.”

The story is & long one and cannot all be told
at once. I am grateful to my wife for suggest-
ing the subject. I think I can profitably enlarge
on it. If I don’t get over my present attack of
dyspepsia soon it is probable I will return to it.

Cynic am I? What made me such ?
JoeL PHrpps.

_ FIRE PROOF D WELLINGS.

The production of a real fire-proof dwelling
house is a subject that should come very near
the heart of the good citizen. A Mr. A. J. Smith
of Chicago has obtained a handsomne premium
awarded in that city for a fire-proof house. The
tests to which it was subjected were sufficiently
severe and consisted of the combustion of pine
wood turniture and a quantity of shavings within
the building. These were admirably withstood,
the construction scarcely shewing the touch of
fire anywhere about it. This indeed is a great
victory for civilization, if we did but realize it,
and the secret seems to consist almost entirely
in covering the boards and rafters everywhere
with concrete, tinned plates over the same mate?
rial being used for the roof. The best composi-
tion for the concrete, over which in the form of
floors we should be constantly moving, would
seem to be nearly the whole en¢uiry. If it were
to take months to satisfy our minds upon such a
question we ought not to grudge the time and
energy expended. Encaustic Tiles would be
very good, we think, for placing over the concrete

for the floors. Z.

ROUND THE DOMINION.

A convention of Y. M. C. A. workers was
held in Montreal last week. Mr. G. Hague, of
Toronto, was elected President for the year.

Complaints are made in various sections of the
Eastern Townships of the rust in wheat and
potatoes. The late cold weather also checked
harvesting.

Very few men or teams have yet gone to the
woods. Wages are low. It is many years since
such dullness prevailed in the lumbering opera-
tionsat this season.

The Government steamer * Napoleon 111.” will
ut once start on another tour to the various light-
houses in the Gulf and Straits of Belle Isle, with
provigions and other stores.

It is said that the ship-building prospects in
Quebec and Levis for the coming winter are very
encouraging ; all the yards will be occupied in
the construction of one or more vessels.

Mr. Mackenzie has informed Mayor Kennedy,
of Winnipeg, that. the Government will not
change the route of the Pembina Branch Rail-
way 80 as to touch the City of Winnipeg.

The Parry Sound North Star says that the
Icelanders who have been residing in that village
have taken their dffarture by the steamer Wau-
buno, ¢n route to Manitoba, where they are form-
ingan Icelandic colony.

Gov. Morris and Hon. Jas. Mackay have just
returned to Fort'Garry, having concluded a treaty
with the Sauteux and Swampy Creek Indians.
The territory ceded by the latter, under the
treaty, comprises 50,000 square miles.

. When the Aylmer people opened their new
church somne one proposed that they should wipe
off a little debt still remaining on that fine build-
ing, and in half an hour it was done. That
little debt was just $9,000.

The Glassware company or 8t. Johns have

broken grqund on the site of their proposed fac-

tory, and intend having the building erected and

everything in readiness to commence the manu-

{';cture of glassware by the latter end of Novem-
T.

Work has commenced on the Phillipsburg,
Farnham, and Yamaska Ry., between St. Pie
and L’Ange Gardien. It is the general opinion
that, by the end of the fall, the whole length
between St. Hyacinthe and St. Pie will be open
for traffic.

The work of supplying-the town of Truro with
water is now commeneeﬁ. The Waterous Com-
pany of Brantford, Ont., have contracted to do
the whole work for $20.000, and have already
sub-let the laying of pipes, erection of engine
houses, &ec., to Mr. George Chisholm, of Truro.

Eleven men were killed and twenty-five seri-
ously injured by a construction train on which
they were engaged being thrown off the track, by
an obstruction maliciously placed for that pur-

se, on the Richmond, Drummond, & Artha-

ka Railway, near Sorel, Que., on Tuesday
night of last week.

The County Council of Simcoe have agreed to
accept twenty-five cents in the dollar for the
stock held by them in the Northern Railway. It
is questioned, however, whether this resolution
can be made to cover the stock bought by the
county but tranferred to Barrie and other muni-

cipalities.

FOOT NOTES.

THE city of Paris has in its streets and ave-
nues 82,000 trees, in excellent condition. In the
gardens and squares there are 9,000 more, all of
which are cared for most solicitously, being regu-
larly watered and trimmed.

1x olden times it was the fashion for a suitor
to go down on his knees to a lady when he asked
her to become his wife, which, with very stout
gentlemen, wasan uncomfortable proceeding. The
way in which Daniel Webster proposed to Miss
Fletcher was more modern, being at the same
time neat and iolite. Like many other lovers,
he was caught holding a skein of thread or wool,
which the lady had been unravelling. “¢ Gracie,”
said he, ‘‘ we have been untying knots. Let us
see if we cannot tie one which will not untie in s
life-time.” With a piece of tape he fashioned
half a true lover's knot, Miss Fletcher perfected

“|it, and & kiss put the seal to the symbolical

bargain.

FEw persons are probably aware that the Chan-
cellor of North Germany was nearly being a
Frenchman, or, at all events, taking service in
France. Prince Bismarck's father, says a Paris
journal, was forced to leave his country in conse-
quence of a duel, and in 1807 he offered his ser-
vices to the King of Wiirtemberg, Jerome Bona-

rte. In this way Prince Bismarck’s father
ﬁ)unnd himself in the service of France, and took
-part in the Rusian campa;\i;ln. Marshal Ney, i

whose army corps he served during several dan-

gerous night marches, give him the command of
the advanced guard. At the battle of Borodino
he had three horses killed under him, and his
regiment, which he commanded, was one of the
most ill-treated during the retreat. After the
passage of the Beresina, Col. Bismarck led the
shattered remains of his regiment back to Witr-
temberg and recruited it. He afterwards distin-

ished himself as a light cavalry commander at

utzen, and was decorated with the Legion of
Honor. Having g ined glory and honer in the
service of France, it would not have been extra-
ordinary had Colonel, afterward General, Bis-
marck, unable to return home, adopted France as
his country.

ARTISTIC.

Miss HosMER, the American sculptress, pro-
poses sending from Rome to the Ceuntennial a marble
group rep ing the ipation of the slaves,

CINCINNATI claims to be the headquarters of
the fine arts in the United States, and its reputation as
such is growing in Europe.

A Parisian gentleman has bequeathed 300,000f,
to the Minister of Fine Arts for the purpose of erecting
a gigantic statue of France on the summit of the Arn de
Triomphe.

THE celebrated collection of portraits of
painters at the Pitti Palace at Florence, has just been
elr:triic‘hed with that of Corot, sent by the family of the
artist,

M. BaupRry, the celebrated French printer
and member of the Institute, has gone to Orleans, where
he will familiarise the life of the Pucelle Joan of Are, in
twelve different paintings. '

As AN offset to the German Hermann wonu-
ment, the Lombards talk of commemorating on the 29th
of next May the seventh centenuial of the battle of Leg-
nano, when their * Leagued Cities” defeated the forces
of the old German Empire.

TuE death is announced of Mr. Spencer Hall,
who has been librarian to the Athenzum Clab since the
year 1838. Mr. Hall, who was in his seventieth year,
contributed papers to the Archological Journal, the
Athenzum, the Art Journal, and other publications.

G. A. HeaLy, the artist, will arrive shortly
from Paris, and will remain for the Centennial Exhilf.
tion, to which he will contribute his fine full-length
painting of the interview between Lincoln, Grant, Sher,
man, and Porter, prior to the march into Georgia. Mr
Healy is said to have given in this picture a better Lin-
coln, perhaps, than any yet painted, -

A MEMORIAL is being erected at the cemetery
of Pére-la Chaise to Baron Larrey, the famous surgeon
ofthe Grande Armée. It is to bear the following in-
scription ,—A Larrey, Uhomme le plus vertueuz que j'aie
Jjamais connu (To Larrey, the most virtuous man I ever
knew.) The tands opposite the tomb of
General Massena, and between those of Marshal Ney and
General Lefevre. The author of the ingeription was Nu-
peleon the First.

THE Journal des Débats, on the occasion of
the death of the painter Waldeck, who died lately at the -
uge of 107, cites the celebrated painters who have died
at an advanced age. Titian died in his 99th year;
Cuype.l was 89; Riguud, 86; Miguard, 85; Jln’dm'mY
84; Tintoretto, Claude Lorraine, and Albano, 82; Pri-
maticcio and Teniers, 80; Carl Vernet and Greuze, 79
David, 77; Guerc.uo, Leonardo da Vinei and Ostade,
75; Michael Aogelo died in his ninetieth year, !

LITERARY.
OLIVE LOGAN’s eyes are seriously affected.

.'I.'HE Viscount de Castillo, one of the most
distinguished Portuguese writers, both in prose and
poetry, died a few days ago at Lisbon, of cerebral fever
at the age of seventy-five.

SoME sensation has heen caused ij

! at Dijon
(Cdte d'0r) by the discovery of a copy ofascarce edi‘t,ion
of the * (Euvres de Corneille,” printed at Rouen by
Laurens Maury, 1645, with portrait by Michel Lasne.

THE Clarendon Press will issue this autumn
through Messrs. Macmillan & Co., 8 new edition in five
yole.. of Professor Jowett's ** Plato.” The translation
has been carefully revised, and the introductions have
been in many cases almost re-written.

Mg. KeoaN Pavr's “ Life of William God-
win” is at last to appear. As we have already an-
nounced, the book will contain letters, hitherto unpublish-
ed, by Shelley, Lamb, Coleridge, Mrs. Shelly, Godwin
hiueelf, Mary Woolstonecraft, and others.

"‘ SPELLING is'nt my profession ; one man
vnn't do everything. What's s printer for7 if s printer
euw’t spell, he'd better quit his business,” is the line of
argument adopted by Joaquin Millcr when a cold, un-
feeling critic ridiculés his orthography. !

JonN G. WHITTIER, it is said, finds the early
moruing hours the best time to compose poetry. Hehas
also a habit of composiug aloud. The latter fact #o se
riously interfered with the sluinbers of a sailor, who oc-
9:5};.15 mfile';i a;ijoh:i;g to Mr, Whittier's at 4 hotel,
i e a; for other quarters * i
Whiltier’ln? q out of the hearing of

A NEW biographer of Artemus Ward says the
genial humorist usually wrote with one leg over the arm
of his chair. The Morristown Herald observes that it
had always supposed he wrote with & pen or pencil ; but
to write with oue leg over the arm of a chair is not so-
difficuit as to write with one arm over the leg of & chair,

Mges. HErscHEL, wife of Captain He;
grandson of the celebrated Sir Williml; Hemhel.mif l:::‘
engaged on a memoir, of Miss Caroline Herschel, the ac-

p d sister and assistant of Sir William, compiled
from her own journals. 8everal letters of the great ag-
\mlnomer hitherto unpublished wiil be included in the
volume.

THE Graphic will shortly issue an *Indian
double number,” containing illustrations of the principal
laces in India which are about to be visited by the
ince of Wales, with letter-prese descriptions written
by Mr. Andrew Wilson, who lately contributed to Black-
wood, under the title of “* The Abode of Snow,” an ac-
count of a visit to the Himalayan mountains.

STUDENTS of Greek who are, in accordance
with the r dation of Profe Blackie, carrying
on their studies in modern Greek literature, may be glad
to learn that Mr. Maisonneuve, of Paris, under the editor-
ship of Emile Legrand, bas issued in one volume of
** Poemes en Greo Vulgaire,” ** The Oracles of Leo the
Wise,” ‘! The Battle of Varna,” and *‘ The 8iege of
Counstantinople.”

——————-—————

HISTORY OF THE WEERK.

Considerable damage to crops resulted from late loods
in Ireland, and several lives were loat.

The court martial oo the loss of the Vanguard have
severely reprimanded and dismissed Captain Dawkins,
her commander. Two other officers were censured.
The officers of the Iron Duke will probably be court
martialled for rinoning down the Vanguarid.

A Houston, Texas, special saya that the effects of the
recent cyclone are visible all over. Great damage is
done in the low grounds. 'The flooded crops suffered in
some places, the damage being from one-sixteenth to
one-tenth of the entire crop.

In England the foot and mouth disease is still raging
among the cattle, and shows little signs of abating,

Accounts of Carlist desertions continue to be received.
Several bands have voluutarily dissolved in Catalonia.

Massachusetts Republicans have come out strongly in
favor of specie payment.

‘The Chicago Board of Education on the 28th, with
one d ting vote, di ded the Bible from the public
schools of the city.

Servia has ordered all her subjeets abroad to return
and join the landwehr.

The reported success of the Carlists near Ban Sebas-
tian is confinned by despatches from Paris. .

Arrungements have been completed for effectir g s
J;Aunr‘ﬁon between the railway systems of Turkey and

ustria.




