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1JONCLADS AND PASSENGER
SHIFS.

As we glance over the records of the creation
of the British Iron-Clati Fleat, nothiug improes
the mmnd more than the complets deffetive
officialiani by which tlae huge monsters have been
breîîght itito being. Tht, whole system has been
stîcl as te bring the higheat talent te tho surface
anti te keeît that talent working at its fullest ef-
ficieîacy by the best encouragement a nation could
aforth. There was net only constant communi-
cation cf the experts who f urnisheti the designa
andt supi ervisioni with the eriginating Depsrtmant,
buît the puiblic, that is te say, aIl intelligent men
who ceîîld bu bretuglit te takeanai interest in the
nîaval pregreas, were kept fîîlly inforrned of each
nacitîtîja proceedinga threugh flte great popuhar
jouraaala- If a celabrateti coîjtructor was so tnu-
f'ortituite as te îifer with those who engageti
itaii, the ajuarrel was net carried ou under a

clotîd, sud if lus setîse cf boueur compelleti him
to resigu bis fiiiîctiotis, every reader could make
liîaself atft c f the înerits if hae chose te give
the iieeded atteition-aRd the mati cf science
Mti pactce hecamîta thereafter the contre cf a
loyatl oppositieoi in naval questions, keoping s
close watch ovar ahi the work of bis successers.
It iaay be said that, after ait, the work is moat
aiaîoyingly iînperfect in its results. The effort,
laowever, was a iaew oua. N'The Irenclad mati
have atone their hast, sud wilI go on doiug their
best, nnshackled by routine. The Inonchad is
ex 1 )ected te be brought tewards perfection by
tiîîîe andt experienca, aven until thenacessity for
suclh litige armaments is hsppily ne longer sean.
Tite tessons of the tima have haen masteretioe
Iay onie. That is the way we prapare for war, or
the risk cf it. When the life imterets cf thou-
sali of ernigî-amts freian evearcrwded stats
are put in question, as regarda the vital steo f
the trausfer of theiselves, their familles sud b.-
lengi ngs acroas thie ecean that intervenas hatw.en
thcir elti hoine ad the one in which they hope
te better their fortunes, the difference mu con-
tructive arrangemntts is patent. Iu the eue cas
the builders have triad te mako an unsinkable
ship. lu the othar they have bardiy givon a
thought te the apecial question cf uninkablo-
iaess. The bright idea cf compartmnta certain-
1l% foanîed in exception te this heedheasnesa cf
tottina, but even with thia great discoveny ha-
fore theaî, thare bas beau no troubla taken te
folio v Ulp the principle te succassful issues. Rou-
tiiae oniy bas been truiiiphant. The service, in
fact, lias beemi treated tee excluii'aly as a ( ues-
ticai of commerce, altbough psrtly sustaine by
ntiotial subsidies. Althieugh, as regards some
hunes, it tits certainly beau walh coutiucted, so
loixag as no extraordinary casuaitias bave inter-
tered with tthe daily course, tepoh hel n
teresteti have net theanselvas beau instructeti
wittî amîy cure as to the nosl conditions cf
their sifety or the prapamations te ha trusted for
emaîcgencies, sud an esseutial check sud security
htave thîts beau wanttig. The ahipa have been
btiitt as the nmanufactuirer hati get imte the habit
of buildimng themn. They bave beau built toean-
couinaer rough wcîther, with plenty cf sea roorn,
but neot collisions cf auîv sort. The flourish cf
truaîahets with whî'chî the ativent tof each ncw vos-
sel was announced, wasjustifiad in many parti-

c-ulars, but net in the ene that now engages se
îîîuch attention. Mlagiifcent vessela, in rny
of their rat1 ineents, hava left the steck-but
whtt does it ahi avail, if they will net provide
the security that is needati 1 Anti as te any cf
thiii ve <vate net in possession cf the first lino
cf certificaîtioni or assurance frein cern ptent au-
tlîority as te their resistiug pwers. Mot bitter
experiencas have filleti the place ofthe knewledge
te ha gaineti i tîat wsv, but net as te the ves-
saIs cf the fature. We expect to know semething
m®cre cf tielut than their sailiug.and stearning ca-

l aatity-siletdid fittitîcas- accommodation for
steerîge jiassengers. Thaunubiasseti opinion cf a

REED upoît the snfficiaiicy anti good conaistency
cf the structure cf the ship, anti upon the actual

trîîstworthiiiess cf bulkheads anti compartrnts
tîpoat w hich hf. or daath for se îîany 15 poiseti,
would be werth far' mono te us than l ah splendeurs
cf descriptien, tbeugh a loating palace outnival-

liug ('leopatras barge wene paintcd in thaîmi. It

is iot tha- îszy Nule'that is te be the destintationi
cf these ships, but the Atlantic with its treachen-
ous dangers. Our auxieties cannet ho luggisb

becausa thîe waves anti the wîîîds are net se-sud
castiatty lias te ha provitiet againat. The Ice-

berg thrustilig ike ant Iren Rani-aud needing

soaathiiig iiterattan fragile plates te withstand

it ; hiocky Coasts n fo g sMdbati weuther, sud
thu îîigtboîa4 ocf othr ahips on s crowded
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CYlNICS'.

The other day', my wife referring ta somne ex-
prsinswhich had just fallen from niy lips,

aldmea Ileynic. " She said it reproachfîîlly.
" «Yen are a perfect old cynie, Joel, " vere the
words she used.

The accusation causod îue to reflect. 1 feit
there wasmre truth in the charge, and, like al
aceused persanis, 1 looked about me for somne ex-
cuse. I hati littie difficulty iin discoveriug suffi-
cient causes for the disease.

Firat cf ahl, 1 thonght-what is cynicism 1
There can be ne doubt that it is generally sscrib-
ed to those soured anîd disappointed people who
endeavor te cover their ili fortune by bitter as-
persions on the msachinery cf humnan affaira. It
inay be a question if this is entirely a juat view
of the case. A cynic is onie who obýjecta ta the
unfair mode in which matters go in this world.
If everythiîîg went on properly there would be
ne cynics. 1f eveu-handed justice were metod
out te ail utortals, the cynie would have a slim
chance. Unfortunately there seems te be tee
good cause for ail the bitter raillery which forima
the carrenît literature cf the professienal cynie.

Iustoad cf bing a bad mni, the cynic is goîte.
rally a good man-an honeat ran-a generous
man-a wardfi-hearted man. Thackeray was a

cnibut who leved his foflow menî btter ?
Wowas more auxieus that each should have his
due 1 Tomi Carlyle is a cynic, but wlat heart
beats more iii sytnpathy witb the great mass cf
human beings thaît the sturdy old Scotch phio-
sophier's i? We pause in sacred awe when we corne
te mention the naine of Him who taught as nover
man taught ; but when we rcad Hia words:.

."9Woe unte yen!1 Scribes sud Pharisees, hypo-
crites!1 for ye shut up the Ki ngdcona cf heaven

auint men: for gyo neither go in yourselves;
eiher sufer ye them that are entering te go in,"

we are alînost reminded cf suîblimîe cynicism.
Cyîîic arn I? Well, why not ? In rny outhoek

on the world what do I see ? Universal Justice?
Success iii proportion te menit ? Achievernent ini
the mneasure of effort? Roward iin accordance with
labor- honor with virtue ? Lot the sleek and
siing panegyri8s answer these.

I am net an ohd man, but I have lived long
enough te discover that in worldly eyes,
henesty is not always the hast policy. I have
seen unscruptîlous trickaters acquire fortunes,
sud ejoy theni te the end cf their tisys, while
houest mon, with greater teil, wero living in
humble peverty becates they would net ha dis-
honest.

I turu to the realm cf politice. Here 1 have
seen nmen who have mastered every important
publiecinessure -who have ail the qualities of
eminent statesmen-judgrnent, discretion, tact
snd elo.îueuce, who have neyer been able taeneîter
Parliament: whîle empty-headed, vain, shallow
upatarta havo steod at the heati of the polis sud
strutted gorgeously through the Halls of the Le-
.gslature. ris net this occurriug every tlay f Do
we net ail soe it with our eyes, sud underatand it
with eur hearta't

My friand A. toiled his way through college
which hoe left with honora ; toileti his way te
bis 'profession-law, of which science ho ha.
madie hiniseif master. Ho put eut his sin
sud diligeîitly attended bis office sud ably

erformed whatever business was entrustsd t
lim. But bis clients are few and his incomne

amaîl. My friand B. pesseqI his collegiate course
at the saine time. Ho studiad littie and consuit-
ed his own pleasuro much. Ho, tee, studied
law, raading just enough to pesa hie examina-
tion. But, with acarcely any effort on hi. part,
he obtainati a partnershipwith a wel-estsblished
barrister, snd is now making a fortune. 1a this
eutirely fair ? My friend B. bas.net eue tithe cf
the ability or energy cf my frienti A., but hoe has
beaten hiîn complately, wilhast hini, snd the
world calîs him the Il'rising man." Andi yet I
hoar evory day of my lifo tho olti throadbare
aph orism !Il Menit will prevail, Sir."

Tho a~ is a long eue and cannot al ha told
at once. I arn grateful te my wife for suggeat.
ing.the subjeet. 1 think I cau profitabty enlarge
on it. If I don't get over wy present attack et
dyspepsia soon it is probable I will retumu te it.

Cynie amn I1 What made me such 1

JOEL PRIîPPS.

FIEE PROOF D WELLJNCS.

The production of s rosI ire-proof dwelling
houe s .asujee .tat1holdacorne erynea

ROUND THE DOMINION.
A convention cf Y. M. C. A. wonkers was

helti in Montreal lest week. Mn. G. Hague, cf
Toronto, was electeti Preidant for the year.

Complainte are madie in varions sections cf the
Eastarn Townships cf the ruBt in w b"at anal
potatees. The late cohd weathar ulso checketi
harvesting.

Very few men or tearna have yet gene te the
wcods. Wages are how. It is many yeara ince
such dulîneas prevaiheti in the humbering opera-
tiensat thia seasen.

The Goverumant steamer "Napoheon Il1. " will
ut once atant on another tour te, the vaieus light-
lieuses in the Gulf sud Straits cf Balla Ile, with
provisions sud othen stores.

It is saiti that the sbip)-buihding prospects in
Quebec and Levi, for the corng witîten ana very
eacuraging ;ahl the yards wilh ha occupieti in
the construction cf oe or more vessels.

Mr. Mackenzie bas informeti Mayor Kennedy,
cf Winnipeg. that. the Govenrnent wilh itot
change the routa cf the Pernbiîaa Bnanch Rail.
way so as te, touch the City cf Winnipeg.

The Parny Sounti North Star asys that the
Icehautiera who have been residing in that village
have taken their departure hy the steamner Wau-
buno, en route te Manitoba, whene they are forrn-
îng an Icelandic cohouy.

Gev. Morris anti Hon. Jas. Mackay hava ju8t
raturuedt teFort' Garry, baving conchudeti s treaty
witb the Sauteux anti Swarnpy Crack Indiens.
The tenritcry cetiet by the latter, unden the
treaty, comprises 50,000 square miles.

.When the Aylrner people openeti theirnuew
church soute oua preposeti that they should wipe
off a litthe debt stfi rernaining on that fine build-
ing, anti in haîf an heur it was doue. That
little dabt was just $9,000.

The Glasswsre company or St. Johns hava
broen gMujnd on the site cf their propeseti fac-
tory, anti intenti having the building eracteti anti
evenytbing in readine8aste commîence the manu-
factura cf glsssware by the latter anti cf Noveuî-
ber.

Wenk bas comrnencad on the Phillipaburg,
IFannharn, anti Yarnaska Ry., betweeu St. Pie
anti L'Ange Gardien. It is the general opinion
thst, by thîeanti of tbe fail, the wlîola length
hatween St. Hyacinthe anti St. Pie wilha open
for traffie.

Theawerk cf supplying- the town cf Truro witiî
waten ia uow commnenceti. The Watsrous Cern-
pany cf Brantford, Ont., hava contractedti t do
tha whole work for $20.000, anti bava alreasly
snb-let the laying cf pipes, anoction of angine
bocuses, &c., te Mn. George Chishohm, cf Truro.

Eleveit men were killeti anti twenty-five seri-
oushy injaîreti by s construction train cn which
they wero engagati hing thrown off the truck, by
an obstruction msiciously placeti fer that pur-

pose, on the Richmnond, Drummenti, & Arths-
bka Raihway, near Soea, Que., ou Tuestiay

night cf hast week.
The County Ceuncil cf Siancoeahive agreeti to

accet twenty-five cents in thte dollar for thteackhelt Ilb them in the Northeru Railway. Itisulatione , howeven, whetber this rsolution
can ha matie to cever the stock bought by tha
connty but tranferredt t Barrie anti other muni-
cipulities.

FOOT NOTES.
TiuE city cf Paris bas in its streeta anti ave-

nues 82,000 trees, in excellant condition, lu the
gardons anti squares there are 9,000 more, ahi cf
whicb, are caroti for nicat soliciteuuiy, haing regu.
larly watened anti trirumeti.

Ix olden tinies it was the fashioxi for a suitor
te 4<otiowîî ou bis knees te a lady when hea suketi
ber ta becorne bis wifa, wbich, witb very atout
gentlemen, waaan uncornfontabhoproceeding.'The
way in which Daniel Webster proposeti to Miss
Fletcher was nare modemn, being at the saine
time neat sud poite. Like îuany othen levers,
lio was caugit holding a askein cf tbreati or woel,
which the lady hati been unravelling. " Gracie, "
said hie, 11we bave been uutying kuots. Lot us
s00 if we cannot tie ene wbich wilh net untie in a
life-time. " With a piece of tape hoe fashioneti
baîf a true lover'a knet, Miss Fletcher perfecteti
it, anti a kise put the seal te tthe symbohical
bargin.
FEw persons are probably awaro that tke Chan -

cellor of Northî Germsany was neanly being a
Frenchuisu, c, at ahi avents, takiug service in
Frano. Prince isnacks ather, ay.. sPari

ARTIS TIC.
Miss HoïsmER, the American seulptress, pro-

popes sending froin Rome to the Ceutennial a marbie
group representing the emanoipation of the slaves.

CINCINNATI dlaims to be the headquarters cf
the âine arts iu the United States, sud its reputation ai
such la growing lu Europe.

A Parisian gentleman has bcqutuithed 300,000f.
to the Minuster of Fine Arta for tbe purpose of erecting
a gçigantic statue of France on the summit of the Arn de
Triomphe.

TUîE celebrated Collection of portraits of
painters at the Pitti Palace at Florence, bas mast beon
eurlcbod with that of Corot, sent by the family of the
artiat.

M. BAUDRY, the celebrated French pbinter
and inomber of the Institute, ha. gone 10 Orleans, wbere
ho will familiarise the 1f. of the Pucelle Joan of Are, in
twelve digèorent paintinga.

As AN offset te the German Hermann monu-
ment, the Lombards talk of commemorating on the 29th
of fort May thie sevenlh conteunial of the battie of Leg-
nano, when llîelr " Leagued Cilles " deféatod the forces
of the 01.1 German Empire.

THE death is announced of Mr. Spencer Hall,
who lis been lîbrarian to ibe Athoniein Cubsince the
year 18:38. Mr. Hall, who was in his seventieth year,
contributed papers to the Archlogical Journal, the
Atheneua, the Art Journal, and other publications.

G. A. IIEÀLY, the artist,- will arrive shortly
from Paris, and will romain for the Ceutenniai Exhibi-.
lion, to wbich he will coltribute hi. fine fuil-leugth
painting of the interview between Lincoln, Grant, Sher.
man. and Porter. prior 10 the march itt Georgia. Mr
Healy ls said tu have giveu in thia picture a better Lin -
coin, perbapa, than any yet painted.

A MEMORIAL is being erected at the ceîîîetery
of Père-la Chaise tu Baron Larrey, the famoîts surgeon
of the Grande Ârrsle. It lasto bear the fullowing In-
scription ,-A Larrey, l'homme le plus vertueux que j'aie
jama&e connue (To Larrey, the most virtuons inau I evor
knew.) The monument stands opposite the tomb of
General Masuena, and betwoen those of IMarahal Ney and
General Lefevre. The author of the inscription was Na-
poleun the Firet.

THE Journal d.es IMba4s, o1n thet occasion of
the deatb of the painter Waldeck, who died lately et the
ageo0f 107, cites the celebrated painters who have died
ut an advanced ago. Titian died in his 99th year;
Coypel was 89; Rigaud, 86; Mignard, K) ; Jardaens',
84; Tintoretie, Claude Lorraine, and Albsue. 82; Pri-
maticcio and 'Teniers, 80; Carl Vernet and Uretîze, 79 ,
David, 77; (luerc tio, Leonardo da Vinci aud Ostade,
75; Michael Angelo died in his ninetîeth voar.

LITERA4R Y.
OLIVE LoGÀN's eyes are seriously afected.
THE Viscount de Castillo, one of thceInoat

distinguished Poringuese writers, both in prose aud
poetry, died a few days ago ut Liabon, of cerobral foyer
at the age of seventy-five.

SowE sensation lias been cnuised at Dijon
(Côte «Or) b>' the diseovery of a copy of a scarce edi tion
of the "'oRuvres de Corneille," printed ut Rotuen by
Laurens Maury, 1645, wlth portrait by Michel Lasue.

TEE Clarendon Pross will issue this autuunx,
througb Messrs. Macmillan & Co., a new edition lu live
vole., cf Professor Jowot's " Plato." Tho translation
bas heen earefully revlsed, aud the introductions have
licou lu many cases almost re-written.

MR. KEGAN PAVL'S " Life of William God-
win " la ai laet te appear. As we have already an-
nounced, the book will cuntain ltter,, hitherto unpublish.
ed, by Shelley, Lamb, Coleridge, Mrs. Shelly, Godwmn
bi.éelf, Mary Woolsîcnecraft, sud others.

" SPELLING is'ont my profession ; ns nîan
eau't do Oveeytbing. Whbutsaprinter for IIf a printer
caî't spoîl, lied btter quit bis, business," is the lino of
argument udupted liv Joaquin Miii. r when s colt, tn-
feeling critic ridicul;s bis orthography.

JOHN G. Wîtî-rrîstt, it, is aaid, fiîîds the early
morîîing lbours thb isi lime tu compose poetry. lie bus
altio a habit of compocsiug aloud. 'lh. latter fuct so se.-
riloui interfered with the0 luinliors of a saîlor, n-ho oc-
aupied a rocan adjolning tu Mr. Whitiier's etai sotel,
ibat ho appled for other quartars " cut of the heariug of
Wlîittier'is.

A N EW biographer of Arteni ts Ward gays tho
genial hutuoriat usually wrote wth one log ovor the arm
cf his chair. The. Morrlatown Hérald observes that 1*
bcd alwa>'a supposed ho wrote wîth a pen or pencil ; but
to nrite wlth unie log over the. armiof a ebair le flot so
difflouit as ion-rite with one arin over tb. leg cf a chair.

Mas. HERtSCiEL, Wife of Captain Herschel,
griiud*tcu of the celolirated Sir Williamu Hersohel, la ucw
eugsged on a màemoir cof Miss Carolino Hersoliel, the se-
aoînplislied sister and assistant of Sir William, eomplled
frotu ber on-n journal.. Several lottion cf the greai as.
trunomer hitherto uupublished n-ll ho lncluded lu tb.
volume.

THE Graphie wiil shortly issue an "lIndian
dou ble nitmber," contaiuing illustrations of the principal
p lces lu India which are about te ho vlsited by the
P:ince ot Wales, nith letter-preas descriptions n-rltteu
by rm. Audren- Wilson, who lately contribuied tu Blaclc-

wounder the tille <f' The Abodo of Snow," au se-
conut cf a visit te tho Himalsysu meunâtains.

STIENTS cf Greek who are, in accordanco
witlî the recommendation of Professer Blaokie, csrmylng
ou ttîeir studies lu modern Oroek literature, may ho çlad
to learu ihal Mr. Maisonneuve, of Paria, under the edilor-
sbip of Emile Legrand, bas issued lu on. volume cf
"Poemes en Grec Vulgaire," " The Oracles cf Leo the

Wise,"' "The Battis cf Varus," aud *The ie ige cf
Constantinople."
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