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CHAPTER IX,

Wyike our friends have been armnging their
plans, the Tadinns on the other side are still
intently watching, To a carcless onlooker,
o sign of their presence would have been ap-
parent, but behind every convenient shelter
wus an Indian,  Respect for Lightivors ritle
keot them thus, for whenever any of them
soight o leave their hiding place, its dark
mussle would instantly cover them, and they
too woll knew how fatal was its fire to trifle
withh the owner’s temper.  Edwin and the
scout had formed a rampart of the dead, and
behind its cover they were safe, but whenever
they ventarad to leave this strange breastwork
bullets pattered on all sides. At tength dack-
ness spread itz mantle over the earth, and
then Lightioont, touching Captain Herbert on
the shouldor, ket him know that it was time
to commence their journey. The scout was
the fiest to Toave,

e s 1 e e s s apd T v

He crmwled slowly and ®

silontly alonyg the ground, and Edwin followed |

his example, and the two were seon out of
rifde shot frow the Indians.  They were con-
gratulating one another upon their success so
fur, when tdames arose from where the savages
fay, oy
to imdivate to those of their band who had

1
idently kindlid with a double olject,
: ccount the progress made cach day would be

zone round the ravine, where the cnemy lay, |
and v prevent the two whites from attempt- |

ing 1o cseape in the darkness,
companion, alt cugh they  stil}
their progress, were even more wary in their
movements, - They saw that the tire was a

large one, and the seene of their late éncoun- |

Edwin and his ;
vontinted

ter was soun perfect]y visible to the savages,

and it was pot leng bLefore their sharp eyes
detectad that the dend were the sole tenants

of the spol. Fearful vells told Edwin and
Lightfout that their absence was discovered.
They could see some of the warriors preparing
to take the leap which had been already so
Tatal to one of their osumber, but after con-
sidering a while, to the great reiief of the
watchers, they scemed to think it too hazar-
dous  This was vot {rom want of bLravery,
but rather because not koowing of the descent
from the cliffs,” they imagined that our hero
and his companion would be intercepted by
the rost of the Lanrd,

After balf an hours walking they arrived at
thic place where they were to commenee their
prerifous desvent

was sUll greater, as they had w feel for every
Iedee of rock.  In ouw way, however, the
dachness favoured them, for they could not
see the torrible steepnoess of the ravine, nor

dunger,  Lightivot bad commenceed the des-

centiirst, and seewned to think more of Captain | perhups now a cuptive of the Indians,

Herbert's safety than his own, for every now

and then Edwin could hear his voice eucou- !

raging bim, and indicating to him as best he
could where to place his foot.
scemwed as thongh they would never end their

mid=tir journcy, when suddenly a struggle !

wias heard, succecded alinest immediately by a
thud on the ground beneath.  Lightfoot had
mizsed Lis footing, and it was the sound of
his body coming in contact with the ground
whick: his compagion had beard.  Edwin
wade the best of Lis way to the bottom of the
G, where he was greatdy relieved by indiog
that LigLtfoot had not been muck Lurt by his
fall, although it was plaiuly to be seen, from
the way he limped, that this accident would
sumewhat imp.de their progress.

Morning sctin with a heavy min, that kind
of finv rain which almost impereeptibly wots
o through,  The sky was overcast, aud of »
dall leaden bne, and no sign of a fuvouruble
change Svas to bt seen ; and to add w their
disconifort hunger was now torturing thom:

Contipuing their progeess Edwin and hLis
compunion reached Fort Edward b fore night-
fall, where they were received | with delighe,
Captain Heorborts vompany especially - wore
overjoyed st his reappearsnce wimony them,
fur tney had belioved him dead, and he Jearnt
to hiis borror that word to that ffect had been
duspatched w Albauy,

CHAPTER X

Fowiy conld nut endure the idea that false
tidings should -reach Florence, nnd remain
long uncontradicted,  With the inslinet of a
lover he bad perecived befure: bis departure
that Florence deeply loved him, and e was
. fearful of the ¢ffcet’ which the news might
chave upon ber. Hi therefore decmed it nd-
" visuble to-ask the commander of the fort for

-2,

- his discharge, which he obtained withont diffi-

To Edwin it |

culty, as there did not appear. {o. be farther
need of his services, Montealn having retived
to Crown DPaint, ‘and 'Teconderngo med the
British genernl not feeling justified in ad-
vuocing upon the enemy,. Having resigned
Lis command, his next care was to' look for o
companion who would willingly brave the
dangers of the wilderness with him, and his
thoughts naturally’ reverted to the faithiul
Lightfoot, who scceded to his request,: al-
though still suffering from the effects of his
fall, -

On n lovely nutumnal morning the two
friends started on their lung journey, ‘I'he
Ieaves of the trees had been touched by an
carly frost, which had caused them to nssume
those beautiful and varied tints so poenliar to
Cauadian scenery.  The nights at this season
of the -yenr are always chilly, and vur truvel-
lers had taken the preenution of careying with
them a thick blanket each.  In high spirits
they commenced their journey, Edwin because
he fondly believed that before long he would
be able to console Florence forthe grief which
he doubted not she would feed upon receiving
the inteligenve of his supposed death, Light-
foot beeanse he was glad to be of serviee to

one of whose confidenee he had reccived un-

doubted preof.  They had not travelled far
when the seout said :

“Trwould be far better for us, and we should ¢

reach Albany much seomer, if we travel by
water.  Before we started 1 thonght of this,

;and I remember the place where I concenled ot

canoe on my way to meet vour detachment
this spring, sand which in another day we
shall reach.”

3

Arrived af the place spoken of by Light-

fuot, they found the canee exactly as he had
left it, and soon they were atloat upon the
Hudsen.  Relieved of the weight of their

Cinnocent and harmless, misconstrued,
cwatchman these two me nappeared as borglaes,

guns and blankets, they made mpid way in
; their litde emft, the management of which

they Lath theroughly understood.  To re-
wearisome and monotoneus ; suffice it to say,
nothing special occurred to retard them. At
place mude a fire, and atter partaking of their
simple meal, one watched while the other
slept, fur though thay knew of no lurking
enemics, yet were they carcfal lest when least

tack them. Leaving

of the auxicty he folt on her account, and

o bl e b b 1

father's words, Florence was at length induced
to rotive to her room, but nuot to sleep, for
griel and anxivty deprived her for muny long
hours of ‘that - friend of woe”  The old iman
still st up; and when his dangheer left the
apariment, his fontures pludaly gave vvidence

sinking on his knees ho pmyed carndstly to
One who, when earnest)y asked, never fulls Lo
accond that which we demand, providud it be
for our good.  For some time the Mther re-
mained in humble supplication for his durling
child, anil then with a more hopeful conbten-
ance he arose aud proprecd for vest. Qur ol 2
fricnd, Patrick, accompanicd the judios to his |
roem.  Even on this worthy the m-.-lumrhul_\'i
tidings which had brought grief to the judge !
and hix danghter bal produced a sad, though |
almost ludicrous cffeet. Por in spite of his i
renlly focling, and trving to appear grave ox i
betitted the ocenston, the mwerriment aatual to !
hix lHahthearted nutury was continually strag-
gling to shew Hself in deftance of his sehxe of
propriety, and the sincere symputhy he {1t
for the sarrow of his young misteoss and his
good il Kind master.

And now the house was stitl, and sl slept
save Florenee, who until the near approach ol
morn seught in vaio for ¢ ticed nature’s sweet
restorer.”  Little «did =he (hink, that one of
two forms, now passing and repassing in front
of their house, was that of Edwin, 'The twa
travellers had come from a long distanee, amd
were much fatigaed.  "Fo the solitary wateh-
man on his miduight beat  their movements
secined, to sy the lonst, suspleious.  Doth
were armul, he naticed, and one was pointing
ot to the other the house of Judge Temple, |
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In this Lfe how often are actions, the niost
To the

buent wpon cutering the Judge's house, while

Sinorenlity they woere peaevable men, and one

dthat he might be alde to reairn therato in the
Cmorning with o message, Fo the relivf of the :
tpolicemnn, they continned en theic way, bat |
night they landed, and finding a suitalily

i

expected some wandering Indisns wight at- |

“dwin and Lightfoot |

thus travelling, we shall now seck the hom ;
. of our heroine.

CHAPTER XI1.
Ix the library which we once before had oo-
casion to visit, Florence nud her fuilicr were
seated,  From the appearania of both it was

tevident that the sad news of Edwin's death

had already reached them.  Florence was
dressed in deep mourning; her lovely com-
plexion was sadly altered, and her eyves, al-

though their benuty could not be dimmed, yot ;

: had lost much of their vivacity and bright-

! Mess,
ent o the duy time this wonld | was afflicting her, gricf which would not only
have bam dificalt, but Ly night the danger  last for days, but might be the means, unless

It was but teo plain that deep grief

! uilayed, of bringing the lovely girl to an un-

i titaely gruve,

Her futher was striving to con-

; sole his beloved clild by telling her that al-

" )7+ though the news appearcd teue, yet looking ot
Wars tey aware bow great at times was their |

the many uncertaintics of Indian warfare, Ed-
win might have escaped into the woods, or was
These
attempts at consolation scewed at times to
sooth the youny girl, at other moments how-
ever they had a coutrary cffect,

#0h, father, what is the nse of trying to
Eride the truth from me ; did not the cruel let-
ter sy that when tast Edwin wag seen hie was
bravely fighting against overwhelming num-
bers, and aince then nothing has been heard
of him.  Oh that J had never consented to
his leaving his home, if T had not doue so he
would not bave gonet Alas! he is now lying
cold and'dead on the lattie-field, the prey of
wild Lensts, or still worse, desecrated by the
ficnds in human shape who eansed his denth,”

The borrors which Florenee had conjured
up were too muach for her; all strength seemed
to desert her,and no longer able to conquer or
conecal heér cmotion, she wept long and bit-
terly.  Hur father hoped this natural outburst
of grief might relieve the weight of sorrow
which oppressed  the heart  of his gentle
daughter, and fuor a time forbore all remon-
strance. © With every expression of deep affec-
tion, he strove to south and console his only
and Leloved child,  Raninding her how in-
jurious such exeessive gricf must prove, he
undeavuurad to finpart to her mind resignation
and calmness.,

Y Klorcuce, my child ™ he sald, #if Edwin is
taken from this world of trial und suffering, he
is not lost, Lut gone befure, and doubiticss his
spirit will by’ continually watching over his
beloved one.  Besides, has 1wy Florence no

one left on whom to béktow some'nffection 7-

Does not her father still 1ive 7 and do you not
feel any.love fur him who wo deeply sym-
pathises with your grieffind still hopes to see
it relieved T We may yel again cven in this
life sei our Edwin, Who knows bt at this
moment he is liviug, but.held eaptive by the
Indian foe. Let us not cense in our prayers,
nor yet give up hope that he will cro long re-
tum to gludden our hearts. oL
In sBome measire consoled by her denr

';
i
i
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{'The guardians of the lnw were given some ri-

“heary-by - this happy -intelligence’; you have

it with gratitude

was merely shewing the house to the other, o

he resolved 1o fullow them, satisfied they were |
bent upon some mischicf,  He onld net hear

theirconversation, for it wasvondustad ina fow
tone, and this twet inercasced the man’s sus-
picion. At length, those he wis following
stopped opposite the door of Mr, Herbert's
house, one of the wealthiest citizens of Afbany,
Now the watchiman was sure the barglars were |
uboul to commvenve operations, he therefore
went to procure assistance, for he felt that
alone he was unequal to the task of encoun-
tering two armal men. When he eetnenod
with assistance, the two men were not to be
seen; lights were moving through the house
in front of which he had left thom. Thinking
that robbery, and perhaps munler was taking
place, the police made their way 1o the deor,
and commuenced ringing violently. They soon
Iearnal who the two were, whose movemenis
haed caused such vain alarm,  To their relief
they woere told that Mr. Herbert's son, whow
everyone had beliveed dead, had retirned in
safety from the warg, and that he was accom-
panicd by a man who had acted as his gaide, !

freshment, and thanked for their trouble,
which had happily proved go unoveessary;
they then departed but barely convinced that
they had not been dreaming.

CHAPTER X1,

Tue morming after the returm of Edwin
Herbert, Florence was 5o ill that she could
scarcely leave her room, it not wishing to
canse her father anxiety on her account, ghe
dressed, und went about the hanse s usual,
Scarcely had they partaken of their breakinst,
for which Florence had displayed but slight
appetite, when Patrick announced the nrrival
of a person who wished to speak to Juwlpge
Temple in private.  Patrick reccived permis-
gion to show the stranger to the stady,  Thi-
ther the Judge followed, atter telling Florenee
he would svon return to her,  Feeling, as he
entered the study, nota little anxions as to the
cause of a visit at such an vnusual hour, he
now saw before him aman of about forty years
of agze, dressed as a trapper; and requesting his
visitor to bLe seated, Judge Temple. enquired
what was the business about which he desired
to speak to him, Lightfoot replied : '

* [ suppose, sir, you are Judge Temple? If
80, I have comne from Capt, Herbert to tell you
that although said to have been sluin on the
battle-field, he in reality madé hig escapie fram
the Indians who had taken him prisoner, nnd
upun reaching home found hig father mourn-
ing for him. 'Thinking you would be glnd to
hear of his safe retinn, he sent me to tell thia
news These glad tidings @lled the heart of
the affectionati father with happiness. Neither
did he forget the gratitude due to the grent
Hearerand Answerer of prayer, when breathed
in humility and faith. .Secarcely could he re-
ftrain hix joy, and to the nmazement of the
seout, the old man excitedly walked up and
down the room,exclaiming : . R

- Ob, you dun't’ know how you gladden my-

indeed changed my sorrow. to joy.  Bub 1 was
forgetting,—you have not told me your namo;
do let me know it, that T may ever remember

» or the consolation you bnve
imparted,” - - o T :

Sed the whoele troth frem ber Lather, 1o

Cthey had to help b (o bier pocin wloore insds

b o more, the friend of Lo ki

Every type of loveliness bl Lre itv g
sentative,  But among all the loanty o g
digally displayed none exceuded 1l t
vence, Her dress war white, arid inoengis
Ctaste, and displaved to perfoction tiv vt
fher beautiful figare, Tn ber porfact Biae b1

e

SOy amng is Lightfoot, sir, and T .am. o
reont in the Dritish service, 1 htve tene
velled with Captain Herbert from Fort Edward,
und we only arvived here last night,”

“OR continued the Judge, délightedly
“while Timpart thix joyial intelligence to ajl,
will you, my worthy fricud, pardon my abseneey,
and it you will wait, 1 shiall return innnedi-

‘nely " .

But Lightioot y how that iy muesere wins de-
livered, Gt himselfinthe way, snd told Jodge
Temple he would now return to Capt, Herhert,
Patrick, therefore, showed the visitor (o the

tdoor, wondering ng he did so what hind of n

man he was, for his strange dross T oxs itod
the Frishman’s curosty, )

On retueniug to the b fist room, e
Tudire found Florenee seatdd pensively nonr
te table, On perceiving her father's pprunch
shie strove to assume n checeful manne v, undd,

Pmore from o destre of having semethitg to
Psay than anything elssy, sles aslicd Ler Sther
T who the visitor

wies wWhi bl ealled soovarly,
SThe vislter, Florenee,! sotuened  the
Judge, Vs one who lns comm a by dise
tanie, @0 fuet, he comes from Fort dward,
amd b Glla e that Bdwin is sopposed
to have escapind inso e wewsds, nay that L
ling escapwd, for our visitor has heon with Wi,
since the date of tHhe insesacie Y
As thix joyous intoiligimes wis Lonrd by
Florciiee, ber complexion chatized altana.
oly to the deepest crimson, ad then 10 (e
palenesk of warble, In Gt the good nowe-
was s unespocted, after thee goief she bl oy,
pericnced, that it abmost overpowesold Loy,

And when by vagee gquestioning she o vitas

el

o

TS
darviu she suddinly swooned, st 30 was s ite -
time betore hevaald bring bey (o e I vy
when she did rovive slie wis o wiik thot

position kept her fur a tinns, potwilYtandng
Wer caget anxicly e anons to sae :
'lt., l'_\' the eviddenee of bivr oan Ty
returly ¢f oo shie so foudly bovorl,

boor-
1
!
our adeors enn owa )

Hnagioe Une Lol

Iy (ST IS PR
wf Florence aned lor lovir, whose atie tiog,
cseemed bntensitieoad by the tials and susd th.

ol abizenie . Hours sevinod o minttes to 1.
foinl ;..‘:irl, wiio hind w0 Faly Iv beliewesd Bttt

Pilhien <

thir lover of her vontl,

tics, SLowas evidont some gadety wan i
ing, Mro Hoerbert sas ziving o gt
cetebrate the safs sivival of bis con, G
all the Zlze of Alleny mod ita v
many  iles rottad wers jovite o ol
e o Gifer thelr cotzmmiulotioas o an oy,
ol onece ®o Bappy and so nnexjesc ol
cing commences, aned e ball s a0}

W

she wore agprig of red jessamine, wh
trasted well with her dark oke, B
looked well and radinnt with the oy
fitled his hoart,

Not many mouaths aftir this Flon
Edwin were united, and in their o
the happiness of onr old friend the &
Patrick was niot forgotten, and i wn
plensure of Lislife to minister to theis eond
arl wants.

EaES

Years after Bis marringe, Edwin roccivoda
Yetter from a fricnd of his who was fiwbting
on the fronticr, and winong ity conionts v
the fullowing.,

¥ 0ne day a fine powerfnl-Joeking  man,
gamewhat aged, was brought inte onr peet
mortally wounded, who repeatedly meontivoned
your nume with his dying breath, anwsd request-
o he might be burivd wear a cortain ravine
which he minutely described,  On convering
his body to the place indicated, two skeletons
were found just where Lightfoot (o such be
called bimgelf) wislid to be buried,  Fram
their appenrnnee it was evident they hiad lain
there for years, exposed to the stormy of win-
ter and heat of summer.  There we haricd
him. Before his death he requested that Lix
rifle, the article he seemed most on rarth to
prize, might be sent to you, as loe said be
“knew you would take care of it

Dy this intelligence of the fate of the gocd
and. feithful Lightfuot Edwin waa deoply
moved, and when not long after e recvivald
the ridle, which ot one tine hand done such
srood service in the seout’s hands, in protect-
ing them from the Tndinns, he placed itina
conspicuous pasition in his room, and elten did
it reeall to him the memory of the fuithful
Lightfoot, and his strange Yfe,

In 1778, when the Amerienn revolutionary
war broke out, Madwin was fouml fighting
under the flag of old England, and when the
conntry pussed from under Britiah rele, Tl
win'g loyal feelings would not allow him to
remain in the land of his birth. He and his
family, with: many others, unt.ur(:(l‘ l".‘x_nnuhnn
tertitory; and his descendnnts at this time are
no denlit Lo be found on the soil of the New
Dominion of Canndn. o

Tue Bxn,



