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CoLoNEL.—Any thing you may have to say to
e, Sir, may be said with perfect safety in pre-
8ence of this gentleman.

Masor.—I'm a little in the smuggling line, I
Teckon,

CoroneL.—Aye, and pray what have you
Smuggled ?

Magsor.—Kettle, (catle,) I reckou. I heerd
that the Colonel wanted some very bad, so I just
bmught ahundred on’em across at St. Regis, asfine
Critters, Colonel, as ever had hair on 'em. So

.drove themright up; the Colonel can look at ’em
hxsself-t.hey are right at the door here.

CoLoNEL.—Well, what price do you ask for
them ?

MAJon.-—Well, Colonel I expect about the
®ame g5 other folks gets, I conclude.

CovLower.—That is but reasonoble, and you
thall have it.

The Commissary of the Post was sent for, and

ving been previously warned not to be very
erupulous in inspecting the drove, as it was of
‘“finitely more impomance to get the army sup-
Plied than to obtain them at the very lowest rate
Per head, he soon returned with a bag of half
*gles, and paid the Major the sum demanded.

@ latter, after carefully counting the coin, re-
ed it into the canvas bag, and opening his
%t displayed inside the breast of it, a pocket
out the size of a haversack, into which he dropped
treasure, and then deliberately buttoning it
UP from the bottom to the throat, he filled and
. 8 glass of wine, to our good healths ; add-
lng, « Well, Colonel, I must say you are a leetle
® genteelest man to deal with ever I met with,
2ad 11l tell all my friends how handsome you
aved to me; and I'm glad of it for their sakes
3 well a5 my own, for jist as [ was fixing to start
fom ¢, Regis, my friend Colonel—— -ar-
"ved with three hundred head more. The kettle
t hig'n ;they belong to his father, who is our
ator, They do say that it is wrong to supply
i'lnimy, and I think so too; but Idon’t call that
N my innimy who buys what I bave to sell,
;U gives a genteel price forit. We have worse
mies than you Britishers. So I hope the
Otel will behave all the same as well to them
‘ !19 has done to me ; but there was no harm in
8:’“’3 the first of the market, you know, Colonel.”
With & duck that was intended for a bow, and
D0wing grin that seemed to say, “It was just
‘hi:“? to secure my money before giving you
de%m of information,” he took his leave and
of 'Tted, evidently much pleased with the success
negotiation,
Uthis time the expense of carrying on the
Was enormous. Canada, so far from being
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able to supply an army and navy with the pro-
visions required, was (as a great many of her ef-
fective population were employed in the transport
of military and naval stores,) not fit to supply her
own wants, and it was essential to secure supplies
from wherever they could be got soonest and
cheapest. Troops acting on the Niagara frontier,
1000 miles from the ocean, were fed with flour the
pro-luce of England, and pork and beef from Cork,
which, with the waste inseparable from & state of
war, the expense and accidents to which a long
voyage expose them, and the enormous cost
of internal conveyance, at lgast doubled the
quantity required, and rendered the price of them
at least ten times their original cost. Not only
provisions, but every kind of Military and Naval
Stores, every bolt of canvas, every rope yarn,
as well as the heavier articles of guns, shot,
cables, anchors, and all the numerous etoeteras for
furnishing a large squadron, arming forts, sup-
plying arms for the militia and the line, had to
be broughtfrom Montreal to Kingston, a distance of
nearly 200 miles, by land in winter, and in suth.
mer by flat-bottomed boats, which had to tow up
the rapids, and sail up the still parts of the river,
(in many places not a mile in breadth, between the
British and American shores,) exposed to the
shot of the enemy without any protection ; for
with the small body of troops we had in the

detach a force sufficient to protect the numerous
brigades of boats that were daily proceeding up

had not the ignorance and inertness of the
enemy saved us. Had they stationed four field
guns, covered by a corps of riflemen, on the

off our supplies without risking one man. As it
was we had only to station a small party at every
fifty miles, to be ready to act in case of alarm; but

us, If they had done so with any kind of spirit,
we must have abandoned Upper Canada, Kings.
ton and the fleet on Ontario included, and leaving
it to its fate, confined ourselves to the defence of
such part of the Lower Province as came within
the range of our own empire, the sea,

I would do gross injustice to my reader, no less
than to myself, were I to quit Cornwall without
mentioning & most worthy personage, who, though
in a humble station, was one of best and most
original characters I ever met with in my pragress
through life.  This wasno other than my worthy
hostess, of the principal log hotel, Peggy Bruce.
If you could conceive Meg Dodds an Irish instead
of a Scotch woman, you would have 2 lively con-
ception of Peggy. She possessed all the virtues
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country, it was utterly impossible that we could -

the river, and we must have been utterly undone, '

banks of the St. Lawrence, they could have cut -

fortunately for us, they rarely or never troubled

R o



