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COMMERCIAL SUMMARY. it wonld be much better for themselves javoided §f possible, so the question was
—_ and every one clse, referred to the Bacteriological Institution

‘The property voteisabolished in Western
Australia.

‘The grross cost of all the railway lines in
New Zealand, opened and unopenced, up to
Merch 31, 1802, is 877,185,015,

It has been definitely announced that
the crack steamers of the Guion line, the
Alaska and Arizona, the former of 6,052
tons burthen and the latter of 5,161 tons,
have been leased to the Northern Pacilic
Oriental Steamship Company and will be
Urought across almost immediately. A
similar report obizined currency some
time since but was discredited.  The
annauncement, however, is said to have
come from the best possible sources.

One hundred and nine thousand lacomo
tives are at present runningg on the earth.,
Lurope has G600, Amcrica 40,000, Asia
3,300, Australin 2000, and Afric 00, In
LEurope. Great Britain and Ireland take
premier  position with 17,000 engines,
Germany  has 1500, France 11,000,
Austria-Hungary, the second largest con
tinental country, hag JH,000, ltaly 3000,
Russia 3,500, Belginm 2,00, lHolland and
Spain 1,000 cach, Switzerland 90, and the
remaining Luropean States, 2, ()0,

The British man-of-war Curacoa has
returned to Sydney after a six months’
cruise. She has declared a British pro.
tectorate over several groups of islands in
the Western Pacitic.  For the wost part
these islands have been annexed by Gireat
Britain, says an exchamge, in order to
prevent them falling iuto the hauds of
other nations. Ifromn a commercial point
of view, the valuc of some of theislands is
nil, but so much trouble hasin the past
arisen in conserquence of divided interests
in the slands, as in the case of Sawmon,
that the annexation of the Gilbert group,
the FEllice group, Nassau, Dauger and
Gardner islands was vndertaken with a
view to render trouble in the future, with
respeet to these places at all events,
impossible. In some instances the islands
visited by the Curacoa were uninhabited,
in other instances, five natives were found
in possession, and at others there were ten
dark-skinncd occupiers of the coral islets.
In the Ellice grop, there are several
Turopecan resident traders.

The Vlacksmiths of Western Kings
County, Nova Scotir, have associated for
the puspose of compelling the pajsent
of spot cashi for all work done atteg the
first of the year. And the Berwick
Reyister publishes 8 list of twenty-siv of
the craft who have subscribied themselves
as determined to work on the cash basis
only. This isa move in the right direction,

for many of the farmers of the
Tastern  I'rovinces arc  the meancst
of the customers with  whom the
trades people  have to deal,  As

much as possible they dispose of their
products to the agents of city dealers for
spot cash, which it is their practice jto
bank, anud then it is their habit torun up
a long Lil! with the viilage trader, whom

Au American railroad eompany admitred
its linbility to an employe for a personal
injury, and verbally agreed to pay him a
certain sum and give him steady and
remunerative employment in consider.
ation of a written release fraom him dis.
charging the company from lizbility for the
injury. The appellate court of Indiana
hield (Pennsylvania company v« 1lolan)
that such written release was not the
foundation of an action by the employe to
recover for a reach of tie agreement, and
need not be tited with his complaint ; that
an agreement to give such employe
“steady and permanent cmployment™
wasnot void for unceriainty § that, reason.
ably construed, it was an agreement to
furaish the employe employment as long
as he wasable, ready and willing to per.
form such services ax the company might
have for him to perform: that such
contract was not void as azainst public
policy in restricting a quasi public servant
in its duties to the public; that it was nor
oljectionable for want of mutuality, and
that, though verbnl, it was not rendered
void ly the statute of frauds,
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AX INTERESTING PRECEDENT

Patent medicine advertiscrs who offer to
bank on the virtues of their remedies can
be compelled to redecm their promises in
the English courts. A test case decided
Jast week by the Courtof Appealestablishes
an interesting precedent. A year ago,
when the influenza was prevalent, the
Carbolic Smoke Dalt Company in an
advertisement guarauteed inmmunity from
the discase to everyhody who used the
remedy three times daily for two  wveeks,
£100 to be the forfeit. NMrs. Carlill used
the ~moke bLall faithfully for three weeks,
and then the epidemic seized her,  She
sent in her elaim far £100, hut the moncey
wasn't paid.  All sorts of excuses were
offered. It was argued that the offer was
a mere device to attractattention, a wager
vague in its termy, that there was not a
complete contract, because Mrs. Carlili
did not notify the company of her accep-
tance of the offer.  All these excuses have
been brushed aside by the courts in which
Mrs. Carlill brought suit.  Lord Justice
Bowen, in the decision, likens the case to
the offer of a reward for a lost dog.
People do not write letters to the adver
tiser aceepling his otfes, Lut they look for
the doz. 1t is safe to say that the decision
will work a sweeping moditication of the
claims made on hehalf of the thousand and

one curcalls in the public prints.
r————l g

DISINFECTING FOOD.

Disinfection has been used recently for
an upusual, il ot novel, purpose in
Russia. Owing to the nced for food for
the starving peasantry, commitices were
appointed for the purposc of organizing a
collection of scrape left after mexrls in
the large citics. Many such scraps were
collected from hLospitals as well as from

they keep for as long a timce as possible jsocial gatherings. Thus arose the alter
out of his moncy, while they work off on jnative of conveying contagious discases
him as much as they can of their farm | to the peasants whom it waa intended to
stufl, which *the agents of the city firms jbenelit or of destroying the food. Tn the
refuse to taks.  I{ there were motce people § face of the terrible scarcity in the country,

who would insist on doing n cash business Ithe latter alteraative was cleariy to be L

of Odessa for solution, which came to the
rescue with the suggestion that morsels
of bred left over by persons infeeted with
contagious diseases should be dried at u
temperatnre of 230 degrees Falirenheit or
be submitted to a current of steam of
similar temperature for at least one hour,
when they would be thoroughly disin.
fected.
. -——
RUSSIAN IFEMALE SPIES.

Females play an impor ant, if not pre.
dominant. part in the army of Russian
spies, all of them belonging to the so-called
cducated classes.

‘The way in which they are recruited is
very simple and ingenlons; the method
was deseribed to me once by one of the
pillars of the secret section, and was con-
firmed later on by alady spy with whom 1
had a conversation on the subject, writesa
correspondent,

An otticial dies (99 out of 100 Russians are
ofticials) before hie has served long enough
to entitle him to a pension. His young
widow petitions the Ministry for an
allowance, and she receives a sum varying
from 100 to 500 roubles.

After the lapse of some inonths, she
petitions again, and is told to call at the
police oflice, where about onc fifth of the
former sum is given to her, and she is
encouraged to hope that in two months
time something may be done for her again.

When she next returns she is infornied
that, as her husband did not carn a
pension, she cannot cxpect to receive any
further assistance ; that the authorities, in
fact, psssess no funds for the purpose,
but th:t they are willing to give her a
little conployiment which will entitle her
to a monthly allowance, suflicient to save
her from socisl shipwreck.

She gencrally catches at the straw, and
scldom has leisure or calmness enough to
discover that it is not even astraw, but
a golden chaiu that drags her down to
unfathomable depths,

She is then introduced into various
familics, vixits scwii public halls and
places of amusements, and forwards regu-
lar reports to the third section, and visits
the department periodically to answer
questions and take {resh orders.
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RUSSIAN WHEAT SHIPMENTS.

The London Mark Lane Express sags:
From Russia :large shipments of wheat
continte to bLie made, the State railways
reducing the inconvenience of certain
ports heing ice-blockadea {o aminimum.
The Government having to keep the
railways running for postal, military,
and diplomantic purpoics, can afford to
carry the grain at freighits which would
make the English farmer vonder. The
stock of wheat remaining to cxport from
Russia after the end of 1802, is not ex-
pected to exceed §,000,000 quarters, but
this is quitc cnough to causcapprehension
ay rexards prices in Western Europe.
Cheap silver and a rouble depressed 30
per cent. below par are great incentives
o0 the Russian  producer to exchange
wheat for Englisi, French, and Itailan

gold.



