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Legitimate but Neglected Side Lines for
Druggists.

The National Drugeist (St. Louis) in
a recent number calls attention to a line
of yoods which, m many localities, might
be handled with profit. It says :

An advertisenient now running in the
National  Druggist and  several  other
pharmacentical journals contains a sug-
gestion well worth consideration by the
dinggist, now anxiously secking for tegiti-
mate and profitable articles that e may
introduce as side lines to his wrade.  This
advertisement reads ¢

‘o Faglind and Scotland alldruggists handle
$ten,’ and find it a profitable side line,  This
aught tu be the case m the United States, and
droggists can make it so if they will.”

‘I'his statement affords a curious and,
as far as we remember, an unigue anomaly
in the history of the drug trade. Tea—
Thea Chinensis, in its various subdivis.
ions (77 viridis, 1 bokea, ete ) —~was once
an article of werchandise entirely in the
hands of the druggist, but gradually, as it
becitme of more and more importance,
the grocers and spicers took it on, as a
side line at first, but finally as a staple.
The pharmacists of Europe never relin-
quished the trade in it, and sill carry it,
but as a side line only. If it ever was
carried as a staple by American druggists,
it was so long ago that we have no record
of it, and now it is being offered to them,
almost apologetically, as a profitable and
legitimate side line.

Qf course, our advertiser is not playing
the philanthropist and paying for adver-
using space merely 10 give profitable
advice to the druggists.  He, naturally
ciough, wants  them to purchase and
haadle his own particular brand of tea,
but this does not make his suggestions
any the less valuable and timely—for if
there ever was a time when the retail
tiade needed advice in this direction, itis
now. Arguments as to the legitimacy of
tea as an article for the apothecary to
handle is superfluous.  Aside from the
fact already mentioned, that it was once
a staple with him and was taken away by
the encroachments of the spicer and
grocer, tea is an article of prime con-
sumption with the ill, and especially with
chionicinvalids andconvalescents. There
is scarcely another substance of such
universal application, since there are but
few conditions of impaired health in
which it is conmraindicated, and its enor.
mous consumption among those in per-
fect health is a matter too well known to
require a mention.  ‘The fact of the mat.-
ter, however, is that too much stress has
hitherto heen laid upon the *“legitimacy
of this or that article offered as a “ side
ling ” for druggists.  The time has cone,
and this wrticle is written mainly to em-
phasize it, when the urgent necessities of
the case demand that that * professional
pride” which stands in the way, forbidding
the druggist to handle articles, honest and
proper in themselves, simply hecause they
are not down in the Pharmacopwia or
the lists of druggists’ sundries, must be

put aside. ‘I'hat egotistic fallacy bas had
no small share in the druggist’s undoing,
and it must go, if the trade hopes to re-
gain its former prosperity.

‘The druggist must put on his thinking
cap, and go over the lists of things now
handled by the grocer or by other lines
of business, in which there is a profit, and
if they are commercially suitable put
% ¢thics ” in the background, and boldly
appropriate them,  The grocer, the gen-
eral storekeeper, and  the  department
house have had no scruples in usurping
his wares, and he should be equally bold
and aggressive.

There has been enough appealing to
wholesalers and proprietors 5 enough pro-
posing of * plans ” and ““ ideas,” all per-
fect in theory, but impossible in practice;
enough of groaning and complaming of
the “ inroads of the grocer zyd depart-
ment stores on the rights « legitimate
pharmacy ” ; enough of appeals to special
legislation—make an end of it all, and
help yourselves. ILivery plan  bhitherto
proposed has failed ; every law made to
benefit your condition has proved a
boomerang and recoiled on yourselves,
and, as for complaints and appeals, you
have bitterly experienced their futility.

As a matter of fact, you have no more
right to complain of the grocer who sells
a bottle of patent medicine than the con
fectioner has to complain of your selling
candies, or the tobacconist of your selling
cigars. You bave adopted these, and
they have proven profituble, why stop at
them?  We by no means wish 10 sec the
apothecary shop turned mto a ‘*junk
shop,” nor is this necessary.  But we be-
lieve that there are other and profitable
but neglected opportunities for you, If
professional pride stands in the way, so
much the worse for you, for as tee Scrip-
ture says, “ Pride goeth before a fall”

Ontario Society of Retail Druggists.

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

At one o’clock at the Ontario College
of Pharmacy, ‘Toronto, on Wednesday,
September gth, 1896, the second week of
the "T'oronto exhibition.

The officers expect that the druggists
will turn out en muasse, and that this will
be a monster meeting.  We hope that it
will be the largest meeting of retail drug-

gists ever held in the Dominion. lLet
everyone come. Al are welcome. Each
one ought to welcome the other.  Every

druggist should be glad to see every other
druggist there.  The officers do wmore
work than private members, but cach
member should have as much interest in
the success of the socicty as the officers,
Show this interest by attending this meet-
ing. Help us with your adviceand coun-
sel. Wenced it. This will be a very
important meeting.  Measures of great
importance to every retail druggist and to
the success of the society must be decid-
cd at this meeting. It is th_.cfore desir-
able that we should have a large and
representative attendance.

Mark September oth, 1890, on your
calendar as the day you intend to go to
Toronto to the meeting of the Ontario
Society of Retail Druggists.  Let nothing
else interfere with this date.  ‘l'ry to
bring some other drugygist with you. ‘l'alk
1 up.

If this society is to be a complete and
perfect success, every druggist must take
an iaterest in ity and work for ity suceess.
The officers work and are willing to work,
but their endeavors must be assisted by
every retail diaggist.  To-day our society
is stronger than 1t ever was, and it can
be made stronger by better organization,
and by druggists getting in 2loser touch
with cach other, by getting acquainted
with cach other, understanding and sym-
pathising  with each other’s  ditticulties
and sweeesses,  Success can only be at-
taiined by all druggists acting as once
man when a particular line of action is
decided upon, and such action on the
part of every druggist can only be de-
pended upon when perfect organization
is obtained.

Come to ihe mecting. Al the offirers
woula like to see yon.  Personally, after
having so much correspondence with dife
ferent  druggists  dunng  the past yuear,
I would like to weet every one of you,
and become acquainted with you face to
face. Al come and all help.

Jo T Perees,
SceTreas.

Pharmaceutical Association.

The first mecting of the new council of
the  Pharmaceutical Association of the
Province of Quebec was held in the
Montreal College of Pharmacy, Wednes-
day, July Sth, all of the members being
present.  After the reading of the minutes
of the previous council mweting and the
report of the preliminary Board of Exam-
iners upon the results of the recen. exam-
ination, the president announced the
meeting open 1o receive nominations for
the various officers, when the following
gentlemen were duly elected to 6l their
respective positions for the ensuing year,
namely : President, R. W, Wiliiams, of
Three Rivers (re-clected) ;  first vice-
president, S, Lachance ; second  vice-
president, R. McNichols ; treasurer, C. J.
Covernton 5 Board of Examiners, R, W,
Williams, W. . Chapman, ] R. Parkin,
A. L. Laurence, Montieal: AL E DuBerger,
Waterloo 5 J. Lmile Roy, Quebec; pre-
liminary examiners, Prof. Isaac Gammell
and Abbi Verrauly, Montreal. with J. E.
Dube supetvisor for Quebec ; audiors,
Charles Beaupte and J. E Tremble:
special delegates to the annual meeting of
the Quebec Pharmaceutical Association,
R. W. Willinms, 5. Lachance, R Mec-
Nichols, E. Muir, Montreal, and Dr. E.
Morin, of Quebec ; secretary-registrar and
assistant treasurer, I, Muir,

Curratin. —A copper-albumen combi-
nation similar to ferratin, prepared by
Iilehne, and described by him in the
Deutsche Med. Wochenschr.



