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Legitimate but Neglected Side Lines for
Druggists.

The N a/iona/ Druggist (St. Louis) in
a recent number calls attention to a line
of goods whieh, in iany' localities, iigh t
be haidled with profit. It says

Ain advertiseient now running in the
Naz/ia:/ Drugçist and several other
pharmaceutical journals contans a sug.
gestion well worth consideration by the
ding-gist, now anxiously seekmng for legiti-
mate and profitable articles that he inay
introduce as side Unes to his trade. This
advertisemnent reads :

I In Enghld and Scotlanl ai Idruggists banille
tea,' .1ul finld il a Irfitable sid lle. This

ouight tu be tie Case m the t'nited States, anti
lrîuggists can make it so if they Vill."

This stateient affords a curions and,
as far as we remnember, an unique anomaly
in the history of the drug trade. Tea-
Tiei C/iniensis, in its various subdivis.
ions (T. iviridis, T /ahea, etc ) -vas once
an article of merchandise entirely ini the
hands of the druggist, but gradually, as it
became of more and more importance,
the grocers and spicers took it on, as a
side line at first, but finally as a staple.
'l'e pharmnacists of Europe nîever relin-
quished the trade in it, and still carry it,
but as a side /ine onl'. If it ever was
carried as a staple by Ancrican druggists,
it was so long ago that we have no record
of it, and now it is being offered to thei,
almiost apiologetically, as a profitable and
legitinate side line.

Of course, our advertiser is not playing
the philanthropiist and paying for adver-
tising space ierely to give profitable
advice to the druggists. He, naturally
ci bogh, wants tien tu purchase and
liandle his own particular brand of tea,
but this does not iake his suggestions
any the less vaiuable and timîely-for if
there ever vas a time when the retail
tiade needed advice in this direction, it is
now. Arguments as to the legitimacy of
tea as an article for the apothecary to
handle is superfluous. Aside from the
fact already mentioned, that it vas once
a staple with him and was taken away by
the encroachients of the spicer and
grocer, tea ;s an article of prime con-
sumption with the ill, and especially vith
clioniie nvalidsandconvalescents. There
is scarcely another substance of suchi
universal applicatiun, silice dhcre are but
few conditions of impaired health in
which it is contraindicated, and its enor-
mous consumption aimîong those in per-
fect lcalhh is a maiter too well known to
require a mention. 'ie fact of the mat-
ter, however, is that too mîîuclh stress has
hiîherto beei laid upon the " legitimacy
of this or that article offered as a " side
hine " for druggists. The tiie lias cone,
and this article is written mainly to cim-
phasize it, when the urgent niecessities of
the case denand that thiat " professional
pride " whiclh stands in the way, forbidding
the druggist to handle articles, honest and
proper in theiselves, simply because tihey
are not down in the Pharnacopæia or
the lists of druggists' sundries, must be

ptit aside. That egotistic fallacy lias had
no siall share in the druggist's undoing,
and it munst go, if hIe trade hopes to ru-
gain its former prosperity.

'Tlie druggist nmust put on his thiikiig
cap, and go over the lists of things now
handled by the grocer or by other Unes
of business, in wihich thure is a profit, and
if they are commera//y suitable pult
" ethics " in the background, and holdly
appropriate them. 'T'lhe grocer, the gen-
eral storekeeper, and the departnent
bouse have hiad 110 scruples in usurpuing
his w'ares, and be should le equally bold
and aggressive.

There lias bcen enîough appealing to
wholesalers and proprietors ; enoughi pro-
posing of "' plans ' and "iudas," ail per.
fect in theory, but impossible in rac'tice;
enough of groaning and complaming of
the I inroads of the grocer r id depart-
Ment stores on the rights d'e legitimnate
pharmacy " ; enougli of appeals to special
legislation--ake an end of it ail, and
lielp yourselves. Every plan hitherto
proposed lias failed ; every law made to
benefit your condition has proved a
boomerang and recoiled on yourselves,
antd, as for complaints and appeals, you
have bitterly experienced their futility.

As a matter of fact, you have no more
riglit to complain of the grocer who seils
a bottle of patent medicine than the con
fectioner lias to complain of your selling
caindies, or the tobacconist of your selling
cigars. You have adopted these, and
they have proven profitable, why stop at
tliem ? We by' no meians wish to set; the
apothecary shop turned mnto a "l jîînk
shop," nor is this nccessary. But we lbe-
lieve that there arc otlher and profitable
but nieglected opportuinities for you. If
professional pride stands in the way, so
mucli the worse for you, for as toie Scrip.
ture says, " Pride goeth before a fali."

Ontarlo Soclety of Retail Drugglsts.

FInsT ANNU.u. .MEAÏTING.

At one o'clock at the Ontario College
of Phariacy, Toronto, on WVednesdaiy,
September 9th, :396, the second week of
the Toronto exhibition.

The officers expect that the druggists
will turn out en masse, and that this will
lie a ionster meeting. We hope that it
will lie the largest mîeeting of retail drug-
gists ever held in the Dominion. Let
everyone coie. Ail are welcoie. Each
one ouglht to welcoiîe the other. Every
druggist should bu glad to sec every other
druggist there. Tle offlicers do more
work thian private iiembers, but each
nimeber should have as imiuch interest in
the success of the society as the officers.
Show this interest by attending this mete-
ing. Heil[p us with your advice and coui-
sel. We nîeed it. This will be a very
important meeting. Measures of great
importance to every retail druggist and to
the success of the society muiust be decid-
cd at this meeting. It is th..efore desir-
able that we should have a large and
representative attendance.

Mark September oth, 18 9, on your
calendar as the day you intend to go Io
Toronto tu the meeting of the Ontario
Society of Retail Druggists. I et nothing
else interfer wvith this date. Try to
brmg sone other druggist with you. Talk

If this society is to be a complete and
perfect .euccess, every druggist must take
an interest in it, and work for its succe(ss
The ollicers work and are willing to work,
but their endeavors must be assited by
every retail dituggist. To-day our society
is stronger than il ever was, and it c.i
be made stronger by better organization,
and by druggists getting in closer touch
w'ith each other, by getting acquainted
with each other, unîderstandmng and sym-
pathismîg vith each other's difficulties
and st..:ce;ss. Success can only be at-
t.ined by all druîggists acting as one
man when a particular line of action is
decided upon, and such action on the
part of every druggist can on) bu de-
pended upon when perfect organization
is obtained.

Cone to dhe meeting. Ail the oti,-ers
voulae like to see you. Pesonally, after

having so imuch corre.pondence with dif-
furent druggists durmg the past year,
I would liku to ineet every' one of you,
and become acquainted with you face to
face. All cone and all help.

Sec.-Treas.

Pharmaceutical Assoclation.

'l'he lirst ieeting of the new council cof
the Pliatnaccutical Association of the
Province of Quehec was held in the
Montreal College of liarmîacy, Wednes-
day, july Sth, ail of the memnbers being
present. After the readmng of the minutes
of the previous council meeting and the
report of the preliminary Board of Exam-
iners upon the results of the rece.. exam-
ination, the president announced the
meeting open to receive nominations for
the various officers, when the following
gentlemen were duly elected to CIll their
respective positions for the ensuing year,
namely : lPresident, R. W. Wiliiams, of
Threc Rivers (re.ulected) ; lirst vice-
president, S. Lachance ; second vice-
president, R. McNichols ; treasurer, C. J.
Covernton ; Board o E.saminurs, R. W.
Williams, W. Il. Chapman, J R. Parkir,
A. J. L aurence, NIonti cal: A. E 1)u Beger,
Witerloo ; J. Emile Roy, Quebec ; pre-
liminary examiners, Prof. Isaac Ganmmell
and Abbi \'errault, Montreal. with J. E.
I)Dube supeivisor for Quebec ; auditors,
Charles Beaupte and J. E Tremble ;
special delegates to the annual meeting of
the Quebec Pliarmaceutical Association,
R. W. Wiliams, S. Lachance, R Me-
Nichols, E. Muir, Montreal, and lDr. E.
Morin, of Queber ; secretary-registrar and
assistant treasurer, E. Muir.

Cu',RaTiN,. -A copper-albuien combi-
nation sintilar to ferratin, prepared by
Filehne, and descriled by him in the
Deutsche Aled. HI'ocienschr.


