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Our Engravings.

W2 present in this issue the photo en-
gravures of J. W, Slaven, of Orillia, Vice-
President of the Council of the Ontario
College of Pharmacy, and C. K. McGregor,
of Brantford, The portraits of the whole
Council—thirteen in number—have now
appeared in these columns.

Cutting Drug Prices.

The prices charged for drugs, drug
sundrics, and proprietary articles by the
retail druggists throughout the Province
of Ontario have Leen up to the present
time so uniformly maintained that the
slaughtering of profits has been kept out
of their business methods, The result has
been the development of a sympathy in
trade which has found expression through
the medium of the various district associa
tions which, for elective, as well as busi-
ness purposes, have been formed through-
out the Province.

Since the formation of these organiza-
tions a good deal has been accomplished
in regulating matters which would have
otherwise developed into grievances. Price
lists have Dbeen aaopted suitable to the
different districts, a general price mark is
in use to sccure uniformity in dispensing
charges, matters of local or general inter-
est have been discussed in the various
associations, and the formation of a Pro
vincial or Dominion Pharmacy Associa-
tion to secure more complete consolidation
of cvery interest was being advoented,

encouraging  the  hope  that, ctowded
though the trade now is, by a vuited
and rigid maintenance of prices, a re.
spectable living might be made by all,
when o damper was placed temporanily

C. K. McGrrgor.

on these hoves and proceedings by a re
pott, which proved to be only too well
founded, that M1 Tiwothy Laton, pro-
prictor of the lagest retail dry gouds
house in  Torouto, had sceured a

complete line of patent and proprictary
articles, «hich he was making o cateh
penny use of by selling at cut prices,

The druggists of Tovonto who were the
immediate saflerets, and who had sabait
ted to the loss from the same source aud
by the same method of their drug sun
dry and toilet  article trade, beeause,
though they felt morally entitied to at
they couldi’'t make any  special daidu to
its retention, at vnce called a weeting of
their  assucittion  to discuss wass atad
means to meet  the difliculty.  Represen
tatives from the city wholesale drug and
proprictary medicine honsc~ who bl ve
ceived special intvitation were  preaent
and were asked for thewr views on the
matter.  These gentlenen were a unit in
advising united and  decisive aetion -
united action to maintain prices and
united and decisive action to intluence
the houses supplying stock to cutters,
‘They pledged every support they could
give, and assured the meeting that they
were confident united action on the part
of Ontario druggists could terminate so
demoralizing o system of trade. The
matter was very fully discussed by prom
inent members of the association, every
aspect of the ditticulty beiug presented to
view. Tt was finally decided to promote
the action counselled by wholesalers, and
a resolution proferred by Mr, MeCann was
adopted, which in its premnble sets forth
the loss which all would sufter by deciding
to meet the cut, and showing the necessity
for united effurt, to countetact such o
tendency , and  resolving that, wheteas
nine-tenths of the city dioggsts siygned
the resolutivn, the assyciation wouhd at
once take steps to bring intlucnee to bea
t«o Sseute tllc CU'UI)(ZrﬂLlU“ Uf (S l'l) h-.mat'
interested i the tade thivughout the
Dowminion, in putting a stup tu cutting
prices in patent wedicine tiade,  The
resolution was at once placed 1 the hands
of the six district presidents and sub-
secretaries to secure signatures, and by
the following ovening had been signed by
all except four or five druggiste doing
business in the city, these witholding
their names ostensibly beeause I Hooper
& Co. were advertising cut rates to meet
Eaton, and not from any lack of sympa-
thy with the movement.

Another meeting was prouptly called
to consider the reports and decide upon
future action, while 1 the mewntune n
deputation of members of the Torento
Association proceeded to  Hamlton  to
attend a union meeting of the assvciations
of the Hamilton and Biantfurd distiets,



