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intereht by thc test of us. This is a dispute
over the validity of the Canadian copyright

on I'arkmans works. The owners of the
copyright. Messrs. Morang & Co., are

laking action ta restrain The Plublishera'

Syndicale, iited, from importing the

Ui'nted States edition. The latter dlaim

that there Is no copyright in Canada on
l'arkman's worlcs. 0f course, as the case

is pending, we make no comments on or
,-eference to thetrmerits of the respective

cases. The court wiIi determine that.

We trust. however. thaf, for the con.

vernence of the whole tradte. the validity cf

the new law may bc involved in these pro-

ceedings. se that we may get a judiciai

pronounicemer.t on the new Act.

THE MONTREAL TRADE.

Mlontteai, l)ecember 1.

T lii most unsaiisfactory feaiure of the
book traite in Montreai at the present

moment is the cutting of tht prices of what
sho;ld be tbt 75c. current fiction. The
ruling price now Is 65c.. and in certain
newspapers one sets -%uch books as -Thre
Mlaster Christian"I advertised at 63c. O)f
coutse. tbis is no new evil. but its gaining
ground is cause for lamentation. Thre
departmental store theory of rcducing pi ces
bas long been practised down town, and
respectable bookmen on St. James and
Craig and Notre Dame streets have betn
forced to seli at 65c. on account of depart-
mental competition. But it is oniy recentiy
that the St. Catherine sircet bookseller.
who, being away (tom the departmental
store. holds the book trade of the Montreal
women In the holiow of lois band. bas
decided 10 yaeld ta the temptaf ion to cut.
Ilow a bookseiior can expect te grow rich
buying current tiction at 55c. and seliing it
ai 65~c. is long jpast finding out. Nesétier can
the cutting bc justiuhcd on the greund that it
is a temporary loss, for the Montreai public
bas been introduced 10 the idea of 65c.
literature. and st is ait ogether likely that it
wtli not be willimg to forego the acquaint.
ance. lt s l:uly tinfortunate.

Much ci the blame for reducing pnsces
bas been thrown on the depariniental stores;
this is one case in which they are not whoily
accounitabie for the sin. The St. Catherine
strect merchants do nearly ail the trade cf
the woInCn. for the ladies do nat go down
town <or their literature. and this section of
tht trade might have kept up pticcs te 75C.
just as caily as it ls noir keeplng t.hem up

10 65c. WVhethtr they wiil Iollow the big
down-town store Ia 63c. ls not yet declded.

fI wa,, witb a great deal cf satisfaction i
trad! Mr. Chapman's advertisement in The
Gazette some days ago ; he spoke àf
Arthur Lawrencc's bock on Sir Arthur
Sullivan, bis lufe stcry. letters and reminis-
cences, Illustrated, at sa appended was
the rcmark : I By mail. 6c. extra." A littie
more cf the spirit that wrote that advcrtisc-
ment is needed amongst Montreal bookmen.
blost bookseilers would have been glad to
have sent that $2 book post free. Mr.
Cbapman preserves bis profit, and, in
r.inety.nine cases out cf a hundred, does
not laie bis sale by charging his customer
the fli legitimate price.

To cul prices te underseil your neighbor
is to act foolishly. and cught soon to become
a proverbial fact, for, as sure as ont dealer
cuis. then bis competitor will do likewtse,
and they are again bath in the aid position.
only tht bulk of the profit is gone. As a
general rute. a reputation for being cheap
is undesirable, anyway. A bookseller is in
business ta make a living. and tht public
wili no£ deny him a reasonable profit, pro-
vided he dots not deny it to haiself.

ont consequence cf tht siaughtering cf
the 75c. book rnay be that boaksellers will
pusb the cheap reading matesial. Ont
dealer was heard te say that. as there is more
money ina the cheap novels than in the
expenu.ive books, he would push these for
ail he was worth. - 1 am in business to
make money, and, if the publishers do not
protect aur profits by preventing ;,, -%se that
slaughter prices froni getting bocks, then
we shahl have 10 force theni te do se. \Ve
are now iooiced te by the publishers te
inforni tht public af tht latest books - we
do a great deal of tht stlling for them, yet
tbey do tiet protect us. Then, we must
needs refuse to do aur pars. and 1. for one,
intend 10 push the cheap books."

The novei trade bas not been brisk tbis
montb. i'erbaps the weatber bas bee
against it, or perhaps tht want cf activity
niay be attributed mereiy ta tht tact that
ibis is between semsons. Therc is no rag-
ing bock. Tht « Masfer Christian" is seli-
ing oniy fairly weil . - lberi Holden -
perbaps surpasses it so far as demand is
concerned. IlEltanar,- by Mrs. Hum.-
phry Ward. is also selling weli. Mrs.
Siei's,IlHots of tht Lord.- Henry
Harland's *The Cardinal*s Snuff Box."
Maurice Thompson's -Afice of 02d Vin.
cennes.- M. E. Seawell's IIHouse cf
outrement.- Knox Magt's "«Witb Ring
of Shieid' IIad joseph Conrad's -Lord
jui. ail pubiished by tht M.%orareai News
Co.. are being called for ta some extent.

~n bte ok, Lord Rosebery's

-Napoleon: The Lait l>base," publiblicd
by Harper's ai $3 Is being taiked cf more
than any cîher work. Another good holi-
day gift bock is Harper's work, titled

,Women of the Bible"I; tht type, Illustra-
tions, papier, and, in fact, the whoie produc-
tion. is beautiful ; it selis at $2.

A féw copies cf the special $i number of
Tht Iliustrated London News on Tht
Transvaal \Var have came ta hand ang.
were eagerly pounced upon. The wark fi
a compilation cf Spencer WVlkinson's
records cf the war and the drawings of the
great journal' s ;nany artists. Eight beau-
tiful photogravures are also included.
Aitogether il is a fine piece ai worknian-
ship and ane that ivill bc deatly treasured
by those fortunate enough te secure a copy,
but, to draw perhaps an unjust comparison.
il dots flot equai that great jubilee number.

F. E. Grafton & Sons. the St. james.
street bcokseliers, are preparing te niake a
great display during December. The
second floar ef the establishment, icb i
a large. airy. well lighted rcom, is 10 be
decorated in holiday attire and is 10 have
uts walis covered with copies of Charles
Dana Gibson's pictures. Several hundred
cf these are being brought front New Yark.
But what wili bc the greatest attraction will
be about 6o otiginal Gibson sketches which
Mr. Grafton bas obtairred permission te dis-
play. Tht copies will be sold at $2. Pro-
ductions ai other American arhists. such as
WVensell, will aise be on dispiay. This will
be a great feast for the attworshipplng
public cf Montreal and there is no doubt
that they will warmiy appreciate Mr.
Grafîon's enterprise ini secusing thems such
a treat. Mr. Grafton will likely be re-
warded by a good sale cf tht pictures and
aise by a brisk demand for holiday books,
for thae class et trade wbo appreciate
literature for holiday gift purposes wili he
attractcd to bis store by the art display.

bMr. Gration bas introducced another good
feature into bis holiday stock, in the shape
ai phatographs cf Montreal views maunted
on cards bearing 'lChristmas Greeting"-
Ht intends that tbis should mccl tht wants,
usually diffi cuit te sattsfy. cf those who are
continually crying for something essentially
Cr.naciian yet cheap and suitabie for a
Christmas prescrit. Tht days when osÇ%
red flowery German productions wili suffice
are paît and the views itemr te fil1 ibis place
admirably. On this accautit aise tht
",Souvenir Caiendar." issued by the Grip
l>ublishoing Co.. of Toronto. wii bc we!comed.
It is sold in four styles ; Canadian portrait
caler.dar. Canadian stage calendar. Cana-
dian college caiendar, and Montreal caien-
dan, each ccntasning z3 vicies.

E.H.C.


