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siain. Riidiger %,on Bcchiarn cornes and
sethe misery; E-zel ;and KrimhiId

require hîm to take part iii the figbt, wviich
rouises in him a licart-rendin« conflict. On
the onc band are lus friends to %%bIom hie
hadi showen hospitality; on the other, his
K~ing, wl'ho biad made bim richi, and bis
(2ucen, to whlorn he bad sworni implicit
(bedience in Worms. in bis distress the
hiero turnls ta God for counsel and guid-
anice, and, accordingf to the opinion of the
time, the Lord ivishied a masduty as a
vassal to takec precedence of ail other
duties. Sa, after a baird inward struggie,
Riidigor resolvcs to fight for bis King and
bis Ouecni. Giseiher tbinks that Riidiger
is briging peace, and breathes more
frely. But alas! tbe Marg,,rave only
announces his readiness to fighit against
bis frîends. Hie addrcsses Gunther, Ger-
flot and Giseiher in words full af sympathy
and sarraw, and just as lie is going inta
tbe figbt, Hagen cails ta him and begs for
luis shield, which Rildiger gives him,
touching even this grimi nature by such an
act of kzindnoss. Gernot and Ridigrer fali
by each other's hands, the latter being
kiilIcd by bis own sword, whichi lie had
given to King Gernot iii Bechlarni. 'Fle
newis of Riidiger's deatli is told ta Kingy
Dietrich, wl'ho liad hield aloaf from the figlht.
1-e sends aid ildebrand, escorted by the
whlole hast ai the Goths, ta, learn hov it
happenod. Sharp words arise b,.ttwen
\Vaiker and the wvild Gotb wvarriar 'UWoif-
biardt; fromn wards they came ta blaws,
and ail the hieraes wvho mect there, except
Gunther, 1lagen and H-ildebrand, fali iii
the strife. On learning af the loss af ail
bis followers., Dietrich breaks out inta
bitter lamentations over his fate, and aver
cachi of tue failen. I-e then sets out ta
subdue Hagen and Gunther, uvhomn he
vanquishecs and leads i i chains befare
Krimhild, aftcr exacting fram hier a prom-
ise ta, spare them. Slie demands that
H-agen should give up the stolen Niebel-
uîugenhoard, and wvhen lie replies that lie
bas swarn xiot ta give it up as long as anc
of bis masters stili lives, she lias Gunther,
bier brother, slain, and brings his licii ta
Hagen. "LItlbas came t pass as 1 t'iaughit,"
says lie; - no ane knows wvhero the treas-

ure is satve God and myself, and from t:iee,
thou F1ury, it sbail evor be bidden." Mhen
*rmemberiin Siegfricd, Krimhild dra%%,.s

his swvord, whiiclu H-agen lias on, out af the
sbeatlî, swings it higlu wiîtl bathi hands,
and strikes off the %varrior's luead, ta the
luorror af Et-ici. Hildebrand, seeing the
Qucn thus vioiating, the trust put in lier,
springs for%%vard and kilis lier, too.

Thus the King's feast luad eiîded in %voe,
as joy always at last turns inta sarrawv.

This E pic lias been calied " A sang in
prai:,e af ioyaity ;" and it is ini fact this
virtue which sbines through ail the pronîi-
fient charactersoaithe paem. Lt diminishes
tue individual guilt af the leading persona-
ges by reprcsenting tlîr actions as farced
upon then by stress af circumstances, or
by a canflict of noble motives.

The Niebcel ungenilied, as Laclîmann hias
proved, is xiat thu,: îvoýk of anc single
autlior. It is a compilement af several
ballads, for irn most af these sangs wve
recagynize great differences iii conceptian,
treatmeiit and style.

Sa, instead af speakingr ai a paet, we cati
only -ipeak af tlîe manî wh'o arranged and
revised thue paem.

We passess ten camplete manuscripts
of the Epic, and a groat number af thase
which contain fragments of it. One af
the former manuscripts wvas discavered on
castie "l-olienems" iii the Tyrol, and is
naw iii Munich. Another, wluich wvas
found in the same castie afterwards, came
inta possessian of Baraon van Lapb-erg, and
is noiv at a private library in Danaues-
cluin gen (Bavaria\ý

Ciuicagao's ambition is in a fair way ta be
gratified. M. Pl'aacia, a Spanishi architect,
lias designied a magnificent and most as-
tanishing monument ta perpetuate tuie
memary af Cluristophocr Columbus, and ta
serve as a perennîal reriiembrance ai the
first Spanisli-Ainerican Colonial Exposi-
tian. At the cost ai abaut six millions af
dallars lie propases ta build a colossal
spliere 984 foot ini diameter, crawned by
tlue vessel whvlîi carried Calumbus ta tlue
New World, and encircled by a platform
mare tlîan haii-a-nuilc iii lengthi.


