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ONt ROD)ES thoughit (laribel was the belle of a bevy of girls.
from among whom lie was most likely to choose his future
wife. She was a decided blonde, with a winning face and
captivating manners. He had known her from childhood,
and had, therefore, ample time ta note her many graces of
heart and mind. Totally ignoring ber faults but those of
extravagance in dress and a lack of prudence-not uncoin-
mon in one of lier age- -he had made a mental memoranda

of her compensating virtues far more voluminous than here set down. Tom
was in love; in fact, he was thinking of marrimony; and if appearances were flot
misleading, notwitbstanding a score of rivais, he bad only to make up bis mind
and declare himself ta be accepted.

But-. But there wsas a "but" in the case.
Tom Roden was the youngest of three boys, in whomn was concentrated a

threefoid share of the kindness inherited from his mother. His two brothers
were flot so unselfish as he. Resembling their father in this respect, they shô wed
in early life a desire, ta travel and see the world, and at different ages they left
home for different points out W\est. After a desultorv correspondence, they
clrifted elqewhere and, negle-cting to "'rite home, were lost ta the family.

Whei) bis fath<ýr died, lertving littie more behind him in the way of an
"etstate- than the lîoisehold effects, the maintenance of the home devolved-
etirelv %, poui lolli, Wvho, like isq fithé-r, xa a echaniie, vit h flhis itw o
1'. Wls a goo<l mie, a 'id t leefnre lîl ',t e1dy enîplllox'înent.

Beiesproviditig fOI t he liol,shlol<l.Nîei ~ s lie liad lîy econoiiîy nianaged
to ýn ve eîî''r;lglî nîollev té) futiitlsîrý a littln hiome fOi the Mr. and Mrs. Roden -to,
he. il lîi' little llomle li-id for somne years 4i the oblective point of hi.%
a iiiiiýtiu soý( niw, ha vîng flv e Ilnit ed'( dollars Ni 11VZ ('té-d t iti the ca v IIgs hnk
lirc was dleep lit the problemn '' 1 (o h, or not tb le?-

Several tirties lie decîde 1 i tlli" affi, ,imtivrc 11%it lq riffein, iipon re cousidera
fini, lie i1hauge1 hPs minci.

If < liribel vattso hîgbi spirited, aud if people didn't tiJk so mnuch of
inotliers in law is intriffers and nuisances, it miight--it could lie, if Clarihel
would contrive ta keep witbin bounds in the matter of dress.

The "but" and the "if" were the lions in his path, and they looked toc,
formidable ta tackle "yet awhile."

But would she wait until bis prospects improved? He did not think so.
Becyond mute appeals to her affection, he hiad never divuIged bis love ; he hadt
even heid himself aloof, inuch against bis own inclinations, lest lie rnight com-
promise bis duty by going too far ta recede with honour.

Sornetimes lie hiad mnisgivings as to bis chances, were he free to act as bis,
Iicart dictated. 'l'rut, she bad always siîuwn a preference for bis society; but
whell it caille Wo uiioosing a partîîeÏ for life a husband, to whomn she could look
for>î the tings decar mo fémtinitne fatîcits aht! there wvas the point. Migbt she
lot ilsit to t< u ~~oî of' I"ret. Sonnî i 'i o vvas so(>il to be madie a partnier
in i.-,t latIlci ., i>î'îî ,ald w~n.~as & iaIt, iis (at [)resetît de5 pised)
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-1-1 lu1. t t 1, i i;li( ,It i ~ itf a Lrick anîd t esigit ( larîi>el
((>1k i.tiiiul! ù >1- .;Iy kl %% lt, I.t.iu il & îs>tt, Frud , andi %vislî tl(iiet» j)y?
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