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Dr. Janeway discusses the resuits secured with radium at the four
principal institutions ini Europe wvhere it lias been employed under the
înost favorable conditionîs, naniely: Paris, London, Vienna, and ileidel-
berg. The reports frum each of these European institutes justify tile
statement that radium exerts a selective ani destructive action oni th1,
rnajority of cancers, but Ihat this action neyer reaehes to thie more dis1-
tant extensions of the deeper and more serions forais of the ise s
In fact, there is good ground for belief that unless the greatest uzare iýs
uscd in the application of radium the more distaint port ions of ie ane
wvi1 be stimulated to more active growth. AU i soir of raýdium em
phatically express the belief timat no operable cancers eep those or Ilhe
skin should be treated by radium in preference to operation. The- truej
position of radium at present is that it docs imot cure the di1sease( lumdesz
the cancer is superlicial or is of a variety particularly susceptible to its
influence.

For the last nine years Dr. Wickhaîn, of Paris, liastead1,0
cancer patients at the Laboratorie Biologique (lu Radium, and lias found
that whulc the influence of radium on ail types of cancer is favoraleý
its effeets do not extend to the limits of the disease in any but thte înjost
superficial varieties. The Radium Imstitute of London treated 467 ase
during 1912. No patient has been classified as cured, since caniert la
miot regarded as cured until at least three years have elapsed %w«ithiot
recurrence of the disease. 0f 101 patients with the slow-growNingk, lie..
nign forai of cancer of the skin, 31 were apparently cured, 41 wvre im-i
provcd, and 12 did not improve. In cancer of the rest of thie body. 157
cases were apparently curcd, 156 improved, anmd 45 did not imlpro)ve.
At the Vienna Radium Institute, of 34 patients treatcd for ail foralis (if
cancer, 6 died during the treatment, il were essentially imlproveýd,
were slightly improved, and 3 were mnade worse. At the sa itani,,l
Hlospital in Heidelberg improvement was produced in about laf of tht,'
cases, but no patient was cnred. The establishment of the faut tha,ýt wNe
have in radîo-activity an agent which will even specifically affect can-
cer is of very great importance. No other agent has been dsoee
whieh in any degree approaches its effectiveness. But from Ilh( (cvi-
dence at hand, it is clear that at present radium may only suplemflent
but flot replace surgical treatment.

CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The forty-seventh annual meeting of the Canadian MedicalAs-
ciation, at St. John, N.B., July 7th, 8th, 9th and lOth, will lie reinemn


