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MR Chairman and Gentlemen,—1 feel that my first duty to-night
is to offer you my very hearty thanks for the honor you have con-
ferred upon me in electing me President of the Association for

the ensuing year. ‘

.When I recall the names of those who have preceded me in this
f:half’ I can only ask your indulgence for the deficiencies you may fin't
1 me, of which I am very conscious, and express the hope that under.
™MYy.presidency the interests of the Association may in no wise suffer not
s honor be in any way tarnished.

The present occasion is no ordinary one. In the appointment of
2 President from among the members of the Association whose home
and work lie in this far distant portion of the Dominion, and in our
Meeting here to-day at the Doorway of the West, a new departure has
been mage, : : ' '

I‘I am far too modest to suppose for an instant that any particular
-;Z:;lt <IJf mim? ha}s induced the Association to fn'ake this dep'arture-t
Stan?: Conceive it to be due to a general recognition of the clal.ms ?n_d

HEIng of the western members as a whole, and of the growing im-
Portance. of this fair Western Province. ' :
opp:rtsh?uld be performing my duties but poorly did I not seize this ‘

£PTHDIty to thank you on behalf of my western confreres, and on be-
:;!ﬁfg: ?Ille Peﬂple. of this Province in general, and of this city in. particu-

‘., - 'he compliment you have.paid us in selecting this Province and
p‘r:ss(;:y as '.Che [')lace of meeting for this year, and I feel I .am only ex-
’ﬂidst § th?lr .VVlSheS in tendering you a hearty western' welcome to onr
4 ﬂ.l;t a:mi nd their hopes that your brief stay among us will be both plea--
»+ 90g, profitable to you all.
genef:l l;;lany of you, probably to most of you, the rapid progress ?md

4 evelopment of this youngt Province ‘will come as a ‘'surprise.

€S ta most of our visitors from the older parts of the Dominion
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